
 

March 15, 2023 

Midweek Compline 

Today’s theme: 

His Final Steps Led to a Dinner Celebration 



Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or 
where you come from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is 
the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and 
triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. 
Jesus Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! 
We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and 
guidance for us. Whether you are a first-time guest or a curious 
observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our 
worship with you. Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. 
They can be used by children of any age to keep notes during the 
service.  
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website 
www.lambofgodlafayette.com Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS (www.wels.net) est.1850  

His Final Steps Led to a Dinner Celebration 
Dinner celebrations: They are among the highlights of our lives. Maybe 
it’s a birthday party, maybe it’s the fellowship with snacks that we 
enjoy here after worship services. Or maybe on Sundays it’s with family 
or church friends. Or think about weddings! It’s often the reception that 
many will remember best when it comes to the big day. The wedding 
party seated at the head table; parents and grandparents at a table of 
honor nearby; a catered feast for all the guests followed by an endless 
variety of desserts; and, of course, we have to top it off with a piece of 
traditional wedding cake. 

Our Savior also seemed to enjoy dinner celebrations. After all, his first 
steps in his public ministry led him to a wedding in Cana. There our 
Savior saved a reception by turning water into wine, which—by the way
—was his first miracle recorded in Scripture (John 2:1-11). We cannot 
count the many more dinner parties or lunch dates our Savior attended 
during the next three years of his ministry, but there must have been a 
lot of them. Because after a time, our Savior’s enemies leveled this 
charge against him: “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 
them” (Luke 15:2). John the apostle informs us that now it was “six 
days before the Passover” (John 12:1). I understand this to be the 
Friday just before Palm Sunday. Jesus was going to eat with sinners once 
more. Tonight we consider how . . . 

His Final Steps Led to a Dinner Celebration. 
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"Prayer at the Close of Day" is a version of the historic rite called Compline. It is 
the final service of the day before one retires for the night. The congregation 
gathers in silence. Preservice music is omitted, and the lighting is subdued. This is 
a time for prayer and meditation. The believer finds peace in God's forgiveness 
and security under the shadow of his wings. 

Remain seated 

Opening Evening Song CW 225 
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Before the Ending of the Day CW 790 

 

 

 

Confession CW 226 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
  

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.  
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Silence for personal reflection 

Confession 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
    in our thoughts, 
    in our words, 
    in our deeds, 
    and in all that we have not done. 
    Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
    Deliver and restore us, 
        that we may rest in peace. 
  
By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,  
    and in him we are forgiven.  
Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun,  
    when we shall serve him in newness of life. 
Amen. 

Psalm 27  
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The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom / shall I fear? 
   The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I / be 
afraid? 
      When evil men advance against me to de- / vour my flesh, 
         when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stum- / 
ble and fall. 
One thing I ask of the Lord, this is / what I seek: 
   that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to gaze 
   upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his / temple. 
      For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his / 
dwelling; 
         he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle 
         and set me high up- / on a rock. 

Refrain 

Hear my voice when I / call, O Lord; 
   be merciful to me and / answer me. 
      My heart says of you, / “Seek his face!” 
         Your face, Lord, / I will seek. 
Do not hide your / face from me, 
   do not turn your servant away in / anger; 
      you have been my / helper. 
         Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my / Savior. 

Refrain 

I am still confi- / dent of this: 
   I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the / living. 
      Wait / for the Lord; 
         be strong and take heart and wait / for the Lord. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
      as it was in the be- / ginning, 
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         is now, and will be forever. / Amen. 

Refrain 

Prayer 

Gracious Father, you have been the light and salvation of your 
people in every age. Bring us, we pray, through the troubles of 
this present life, that we may see your goodness in eternity, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Into Your Hands CW 227 
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Luther’s Evening Prayer 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your 
dear Son, that you have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me 
all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I 
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel 
be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. 
Amen.  

Reading John 12:1-11 

 1Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2Here a 
dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus 
was among those reclining at the table with him. 3Then Mary took 
about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on 
Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
 4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to 
betray him, objected, 5“Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the 
money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6He did 
not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was 
a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to 
what was put into it. 
 7“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she 
should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8You will always 
have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.” 

 7



 9Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was 
there and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead. 10So the chief priests made 
plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11for on account of him many of the 
Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in him. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn of the Day  To My Precious Lord  
 CW 542 

Sermon based on John 12:1-11 

His Final Steps Led to a Dinner Celebration 

Prayer CW 228 
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O God our Father, by your mercy and might the world turns safely 
into darkness and returns again to light. We place into your hands 
our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled 
hopes, knowing that only what you bless will prosper. To your 
great love and protection we commit each other and all those we 
love, knowing that you alone are our sure defender; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer CW 230 
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Song of Simeon CW 231 

 

 10
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Benedicamus 

Let us praise the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Blessing 

The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the T Son, and the 

Holy Spirit—bless us and keep us. 
Amen. 
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Closing Hymn  Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow 
CW 794 

Serving at Worship 
Pastor Scott Miller, who serves at Light of Life Lutheran Church, Greenwood, IN 
Liz Schmidt – piano 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Wednesday Evening Prayer Service  

March 22nd 
During the season of Lent we offer an evening prayer service 
on Wednesdays at 7pm. This year’s theme is: His Final Steps. The 
series ponders the significance of the people and places on Jesus’ 
resolute final steps to the cross and three days later, his first 
steps from the tomb. 

His Final Steps...  
Mar 22 - …Led to his Father’s house  
Mar 29 - Pizza and canvassing for Easter (6pm) 
FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:15 
Pre-K—8th Grade—Bible history stories, apologetics, crafts, games, 
songs and more!  

What are people saying about our current Bible study 
series? 

“I’ve heard these stories since I was a child but I’m learning that there’s 
so much more to them!”  

“This has been one of my favorite bible studies.”  
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“I have friends who are unchurched and ask these same questions that 
we’re asking in bible study. This has been so helpful finding simple ways 
to have a conversation with them.”  

Spend some quality time with Jesus and your church family as we dig a 
little bit deeper into well known stories from the gospels. Sunday 
mornings at 9:15am. Bibles provided or bring your own! 

Catechism Class—7th & 8th grade (after worship) - This class prepares 
young people for confirmation and receiving the Lord's Supper. We use 
Martin Luther's Small Catechism and the Bible as textbooks for an in-
depth study of the six main teachings of the Bible (Ten Commandments, 
Apostles Creed, Lord's Prayer, Baptism, Lord's Supper, Keys and 
Confession). 

Building up the Body of Christ 

It’s amazing when you read Romans 12:3-8 and then look around at all 
the folks in our church family and see it in action… how God uses all of 
us with our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ and expand his 
kingdom. Here’s a couple ways you can do that in the next couple of 
weeks.  

Property Improvement 
The leadership team has started remodeling the basement. If you 
are able to help with installing drywall, electrical work and 
finishing work contact Eric Becker, 42ofvarget@gmail.com, for 
more details.  
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Seminary Student Hosts  
The Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary choir will be in concert at Lamb 
of God on Thursday, April 6th. We will need hosts to house 
students overnight. For more details contact Vicar Schlomer, 
jonah.schlomer@wisluthsem.org.  

Seminary Choir Dinner Coordinator 
Prior to the seminary choir concert on Thursday, April 6th we will 
provide a meal for them. If you and another family would like to 
coordinate this, please speak to Pastor Horn. 

Easter Canvassing and Pizza Night (No training required!) 
On Wednesday, March 29th, in place of our midweek Lent service, 
we will meet at church at 6pm to go out into the surrounding 
neighborhoods and hang door hanger invites to our Easter service. 
We’ll go out for an hour and come back for pizza. Please register 
with Pastor Horn by sending an email loginlafayette@gmail.com to 
confirm your attendance. 

Livestream Tech 
If you would like to be on the livestream crew on Sunday 
mornings, broadcasting the Word of God to nearly 70 households 
every week, please see Pastor Horn for more information. 

Bunco 
Calling all ladies! The next Bunco game will be played at the 
church on Friday, March 17th at 7pm. The sign-up sheet is by the 
kitchen. 

Prayer Requests  
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2)  
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Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may 
be dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a 
loved one; for Jim Holmes, Gail Rathgeber, Joan Bonnet, who are 
experiencing health difficulties; Mark Klockziem's father who was 
hospitalized; for the Kennedy family as they grieve the death of 
Andy and Ben's father Ron; for our Pastors, teachers and staff 
ministers as they reach the lost sheep of their communities with 
the Good News of Jesus; for all military families who are 
separated by deployment or other training/schools; for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are 
suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant peace between 
Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring nations in 
Africa; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all those 
who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are 
suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that 
the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, 
Vice President Harris, and for the 118th US Congress, that they be 
guided by sound reason and the wisdom that comes from God 
above to pass bills that allow us to flourish in our vocations and 
spread the gospel in peace; for the current state of our world, 
that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us 
and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means 
to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need. 
Pray that the Holy Spirit will bless our outreach efforts as we 
invite friends, relatives, and neighbors to our Bible studies, 
worship, and fellowship events. 
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