
 

February 22, 2023 

Ash Wednesday 

Today’s theme: 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 



Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or 
where you come from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is 
the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and 
triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. 
Jesus Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! 
We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and 
guidance for us. Whether you are a first-time guest or a curious 
observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our 
worship with you. Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. 
They can be used by children of any age to keep notes during the 
service.  
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website 
www.lambofgodlafayette.com Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS (www.wels.net) est.1850  

Explanation of This Evening’s Theme: When mankind fell into sin, God 
cursed. "Dust you are, and to dust you will return" (Genesis 3:19). Sin 
brings death, and together they wreck everything. Sin is the source of 
all pain. Death robs us of everything and everyone we hold dear. Sinful 
people's response is to try and minimize their sin. Our natural reaction 
is to try to balance the scales: "I might sin, but look at how much good I 
do!" Or compare ourselves to others: "At least I'm not as sinful as my 
neighbor." Such self-righteous thoughts lead to eternal death. We need 
the Spirit to give us repentant hearts. As we begin the season of Lent, 
we remember that death will one day reduce us to ashes— and our 
hearts need to be reduced to ashes in repentance now. 
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Invocation 

[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this 
morning. The name of the Triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers 
of their baptisms] 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Stand 

Gathering Rite                   
Lord, To You I Make Confession  

Soloist: We have come into God’s presence; Maker of the heaven’s 
and earth. He created us to love him; to serve him as his precious 
child. We have disobeyed and error, thus deserving wrath and 
anger.  

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

Soloist: Lord, to you I make confession: I have sinned and gone 
astray; I have multiplied transgression, Chosen for myself my 
way. Led by you to see my errors, Lord, I tremble at your terrors.  

“This is the one whom I esteem; he who is humble and contrite in 
spirit and trembles at my word,” declared the LORD. (Isaiah 66:2)  

Merciful Father, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called 
your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: have mercy 
on me according to your unfailing love.  
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Soloist: Lord, on you I cast my burden - sink it in the depths 
below! Let me know your gracious pardon; Wash me, make me 
white as snow. Let your Spirit leave me never; Make me only 
yours forever.  

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the 
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has 
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will.  

Soloist: For your Son has suffered for me, giv'n himself to rescue 
me, Died to save me and restore me, reconciled and set me free. 
Jesus' cross alone can vanquish these dark fears and soothe this 
anguish.  

Prayer of the Day  

Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have 
made and always forgive those who turn to you. Create in us 
such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent of our 
sins and obtain your full and gracious pardon; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Imposition of Ashes 
The minister applies ashes to the forehead of each in the form of a small 
cross, saying:  

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  

Absolution Is Proclaimed 

Although the ashes remind us of sin and our mortality, it is the 
shape of the cross on our foreheads that we remember. For Lent is 
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not just a time of contrition, but it is more importantly, a time for 
emphasizing the forgiveness from God. The ashes remind us of sin, 
but the cross reminds us of the grace that has overcome that sin. 
Therefore, in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all yours sins in the name of the Father, and 
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. You are no more a child of 
ashes but a child of God. May God give you the strength to live as 
his dear children! Amen. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

The Word 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have 
made and always forgive those who turn to you. Create in us 
such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent of our 
sins and obtain your full and gracious pardon; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 59:12–20 
True humility comes from understanding the multitude of our offenses. True 
faith looks to the Redeemer who will come to the penitent. 

12For our offenses are many in your sight, 
 and our sins testify against us. 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Our offenses are ever with us, 
 and we acknowledge our iniquities: 
13rebellion and treachery against the LORD,  
 turning our backs on our God, 
inciting revolt and oppression, 
 uttering lies our hearts have conceived. 
14So justice is driven back, 
 and righteousness stands at a distance; 
truth has stumbled in the streets, 
 honesty cannot enter.  
15Truth is nowhere to be found, 
 and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey. 

The LORD looked and was displeased  
 that there was no justice.  
16He saw that there was no one,  
 he was appalled that there was no one to intervene;  
so his own arm achieved salvation for him, 
 and his own righteousness sustained him. 
17He put on righteousness as his breastplate, 
 and the helmet of salvation on his head;  
he put on the garments of vengeance  
 and wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak.  
18According to what they have done,  
 so will he repay  
wrath to his enemies  
 and retribution to his foes;  
 he will repay the islands their due.  
19From the west, people will fear the name of the LORD,  
 and from the rising of the sun, they will revere his glory. 
For he will come like a pent-up flood 
 that the breath of the LORD drives along. 
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20“The Redeemer will come to Zion, 
 to those in Jacob who repent of their sins,”  
declares the LORD. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Create in Me a Clean Heart CW 942 
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Second Reading 2 Corinthians 7:8–13a 
St. Paul teaches the blessing of godly sorrow that flows from a wholly humbled 
heart. 

 8Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. 
Though I did regret it—I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a 
little while— 9yet now I am happy, not because you were made 
sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you 
became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any 
way by us. 10Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to 
salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 
11See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what 
earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what 
indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what 
readiness to see justice done. At every point you have proved 
yourselves to be innocent in this matter. 12So even though I wrote 
to you, it was neither on account of the one who did the wrong 
nor on account of the injured party, but rather that before God 
you could see for yourselves how devoted to us you are. 13By all 
this we are encouraged. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Reading Isaiah 53:6 

6We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
 each of us has turned to our own way;  
and the LORD has laid on him  
 the iniquity of us all. 
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Gospel Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
Jesus warns that pious looking actions done in hope of being praised by others 
will not receive commendation from the Heavenly Father. True piety is born of 
humility. 

 1“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of 
others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward 
from your Father in heaven. 
 2“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the 
streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. 3But when you give to the needy, do 
not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that 
your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you. 
 5“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they 
love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners 
to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward in full. 6But when you pray, go into your room, close the 
door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, 
who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
 16“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, 
for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly 
I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 17But when you 
fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that it will not 
be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, 
who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you. 
 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths 
and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

From Depths of Woe, Lord God, I Cry CW 650 sts. 1–4 

Sermon based on Genesis 3:16 

Dust You Are and To Dust You Will Return 

Stand 

The Keys 

First: What is the use of the keys? 
The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ 
gave to his Church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners 
but refuse forgiveness to the impenitent as long as they do not 
repent. 
  
Where is this written? 
The holy evangelist John writes in chapter 20, “[Jesus] breathed 
on [his disciples] and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, 
they are not forgiven.’ ” 
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The Public Use of the Keys 

Second: How does a Christian congregation use the keys? 
A Christian congregation with its called servant of Christ uses the 
keys in accordance with Christ’s command by forgiving those who 
repent of their sin and are willing to amend, and by excluding 
from the congregation those who are plainly impenitent that they 
may repent. I believe that when this is done, it is as valid and 
certain in heaven also, as if Christ, our dear Lord, dealt with us 
himself. 
  
Where is this written? 
Jesus says in Matthew, chapter 18, “Whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.” 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. Let us 
pray for the people of God in Christ Jesus that, through 
repentance and faith in the gospel, they may remain secure in 
your love.  
  
Lord God, gracious Father, we thank you for setting your Son’s 
sacrifice between us and sin’s reward. By your Spirit work in us 
through the gospel, give us repentant hearts, make our faith firm 
in Christ, and enliven us to serve you faithfully.  
Have mercy upon us, Lord, according to your unfailing love. 
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Lord God, almighty Father, renew your Church throughout the 
world that it may constantly look to Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith. Bless us with faithful ministers who always 
proclaim Christ’s cross and resurrection for the salvation of the 
world.    
Have mercy upon us, Lord, according to your unfailing love. 
  
Lord God, loving Father, in your mercy you abundantly supply our 
needs of body and soul. Create in us the mind of Christ, that in 
humility and generosity—considering not only our own interests, 
but also the interests of others—we may be merciful to those in 
need. Direct our efforts to help poor, lonely, troubled, and ill 
people.  
Have mercy upon us, Lord, according to your unfailing love. 
  
Lord God, heavenly Father, comfort all who are mourning the 
death of people they loved. Lift their eyes to the cross where your 
Son defeated death and to the empty tomb where he assured us 
that we will live with him forever. Teach us to number our days 
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  
Have mercy upon us, Lord, according to your unfailing love. 
  
Lord God, heavenly Father, look with favor upon all sick, injured, 
and recovering people. If it be your will deliver them from their 
infirmities. Let them hear of your unfailing love.  
Have mercy upon us, Lord, according to your unfailing love. 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Lord God, eternal Father, we praise you that you have delivered 
the Christian souls who have gone before us from this world of 
dust and ashes to paradise. As their prayers continually ascend 
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before your throne, join our prayers to theirs as fragrant incense.  
Hear us for the sake of him who was crucified for us and always 
intercedes on our behalf, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

OFFERING [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, 
lambofgodlafayette.com and click GIVE in the upper right corner or text any 
dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the church—1893 E 600 North 
West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code:  
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The Sacrament 

Stand 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the 
gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross 
so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a 
tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 

Be seated 

Distribution 

Jesus Sinners Does Receive CW 654 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
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his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with 
this saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our 
faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Blessing 
[This blessing has been spoken over God's people for the past 3,500 years, when 
God commanded Aaron, Moses' brother, to bless the Israelites, "...and so I will put 
my name on them." Numbers 6:22-27] 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 

Serving at Worship 

Vicar Jonah Schlomer 
Liz Schmidt – piano 
Bethany Price – vocal leader 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wednesday Evening Prayer Service  
begins February 22nd  

During the season of Lent we offer an evening prayer service 
on Wednesdays at 7pm. This year’s theme is: His Final Steps. The 
series ponders the significance of the people and places on Jesus’ 
resolute final steps to the cross and three days later, his first 
steps from the tomb. 

His Final Steps...  
Feb 22 - Ash Wednesday "Dust you are and to dust you shall 
return"  
Mar 1 - …Led to some Greeks 
Mar 8 - …Led to his enemies 
Mar 15 - …Led to a dinner celebration  
Mar 22 - …Led to his Father’s house  
Mar 29 - Pizza and canvassing for Easter (6pm) 

Ice Skating at Riverside  
Campus Ministry has reserved the ice skating rink for a private ice 
skating party on Saturday, February 25th from 10:30am-12:30pm so 
admission is free and skate rental is $3! The campus ministry 
students invite you, the members of Lamb of God to join them! This 
would be a great opportunity to invite a friend, relative or 
neighbor. 100 Tapawingo Dr, West Lafayette, IN 47906 
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FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:15 
Pre-K—8th Grade—Bible history stories, apologetics, crafts, games, 
songs and more!  

What are people saying about our current Bible study 
series? 

“I’ve heard these stories since I was a child but I’m learning that there’s 
so much more to them!”  

“This has been one of my favorite bible studies.”  
“I have friends who are unchurched and ask these same questions that 
we’re asking in bible study. This has been so helpful finding simple ways 
to have a conversation with them.”  

Spend some quality time with Jesus and your church family as we dig a 
little bit deeper into well known stories from the gospels. Sunday 
mornings at 9:15am. Bibles provided or bring your own! 

Catechism Class—7th & 8th grade (after worship) - This class prepares 
young people for confirmation and receiving the Lord's Supper. We use 
Martin Luther's Small Catechism and the Bible as textbooks for an in-
depth study of the six main teachings of the Bible (Ten Commandments, 
Apostles Creed, Lord's Prayer, Baptism, Lord's Supper, Keys and 
Confession). 

Building up the Body of Christ  

It’s amazing when you read Romans 12:3-8 and then look around at all 
the folks in our church family and see it in action… how God uses all of 
us with our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ and expand his 
kingdom. Here’s a couple ways you can do that in the next couple of 
weeks.  

Property Improvement 
The leadership team has started remodeling the basement. If you 
are able to help with installing drywall, electrical work and 
finishing work contact Eric Becker, 42ofvarget@gmail.com, for 
more details.  

Seminary Student Hosts  
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The Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary choir will be in concert at Lamb 
of God on Thursday, April 6th. We will need hosts to house 
students overnight. For more details contact Vicar Schlomer, 
jonah.schlomer@wisluthsem.org.  

Seminary Choir Dinner Coordinator 
Prior to the seminary choir concert on Thursday, April 6th we will 
provide a meal for them. If you and another family would like to 
coordinate this, please speak to Pastor Horn. 

Easter Brunch Coordinator 
To give us an opportunity to visit with guests and members after 
the Easter service we will be hosting brunch. If you and another 
individual would like to coordinate this meal, please speak to 
Pastor Horn.  

Livestream Tech 
If you would like to be on the livestream crew on Sunday 
mornings, broadcasting the Word of God to nearly 70 households 
every week, please see Pastor Horn for more information. 

Prayer Requests  
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2)  

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be 
dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved 
one; for Jim Holmes, Gail Rathgeber, Joan Bonnet, and Bryant Monk, 
who are experiencing health difficulties; Mark Klockziem's father who 
was hospitalized this past week; Mark Klockziem and Bryant Monk as 
they recover from surgery; for Calliope Horn who undergoes surgery on 
Tuesday; for the Kennedy family as they grieve the death of Andy and 
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Ben's father Ron; for our Pastors, teachers and staff ministers as they 
reach the lost sheep of their communities with the Good News of Jesus; 
for all military families who are separated by deployment or other 
training/schools; for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all 
those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant peace 
between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring nations in 
Africa; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all those who 
join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are suffering from 
abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the Lord grant 
wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Harris, 
and for the 118th US Congress, that they be guided by sound reason and 
the wisdom that comes from God above to pass bills that allow us to 
flourish in our vocations and spread the gospel in peace; for the current 
state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will 
sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the 
means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need. 
Pray that the Holy Spirit will bless our outreach efforts as we invite 
friends, relatives, and neighbors to our Bible studies, worship, and 
fellowship events. 
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