
 

January 29, 2023 

The Fourth Sunday After Epiphany  

Today’s theme: 
Trust In God’s Strength 



Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or 
where you come from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is 
the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and 
triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. 
Jesus Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! 
We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and 
guidance for us. Whether you are a first-time guest or a curious 
observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our 
worship with you. Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. 
They can be used by children of any age to keep notes during the 
service.  
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website 
www.lambofgodlafayette.com Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS (www.wels.net) est.1850  

TRUST IN GOD’S STRENGTH  
Jesus begins the Sermon on the Mount with a series of blessings. 
“Blessed are…” Jesus says, again and again. In the Latin Vulgate, these 
all begin with the word “beati” which translates as “blessed” or 
“happy.” Thus, this portion of the sermon is often called “The 
Beatitudes.” It had to give Jesus’ listeners pause. For what Jesus calls 
blessed, the world never would. The world praises the strong and the 
self-sufficient. Jesus calls blessed what others would see as weak or 
stupid. But, like any good preacher, Jesus is trying to drive home one 
crucial point. The weaker you are, the more ready you are to rely on 
God’s strength. The more difficult your present circumstances, the 
likelier you are to yearn for future reward. All the readings for today 
teach this truth. We have no real strength or wisdom of our own. But we 
don’t need it. Because God’s strength is enough to give the kingdom of 
heaven to the humble and poor in spirit. 
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION  
God, in baptism you have made us one with Christ, our risen Lord, freed 
us, claimed us, cleansed, forgiven, through the water and the Word. 
Help us hear your urgent summons, calling us to serve you now. Send us 
forth, your sons and daughters, with the cross upon our brow. Amen.  

[We invoke, that is, call up on the name of the Triune God, to be present with 
us through Word and Sacrament. The sign of the cross is made to remind 
believers of their baptism in the name of the Triune God.] 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Jesus Paid It All CW 562 

Stand 
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Come, O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord 
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Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 
is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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Absolution 

[The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his 
church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, 
First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of 
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Word 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our 
weaknesses, and in all our dangers and needs stretch out the 
right hand of your majesty to help and defend us; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated. 
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First Reading Zephaniah 2:3; 3:11–13 
The LORD promises that those who are humble, who trust in his strength 
rather than their own, will not be put to shame. 

3Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land,  
 you who do what he commands.  
Seek righteousness, seek humility; 
 perhaps you will be sheltered  
 on the day of the LORD’s anger. 

11On that day you, Jerusalem, will not be put to shame 
 for all the wrongs you have done to me, 
because I will remove from you  
 your arrogant boasters. 
Never again will you be haughty 
 on my holy hill.  
12But I will leave within you 
 the meek and humble.  
The remnant of Israel 
 will trust in the name of the LORD.  
13They will do no wrong;  
 they will tell no lies.  
A deceitful tongue  
 will not be found in their mouths.  
They will eat and lie down 
 and no one will make them afraid.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 6



Psalm 1B 

*Soloist will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain.  
  Soloist will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain. 

 Refrain 

 
  
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel / of the 
wicked, 
 nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats / of the 
scornful! 
Their delight is in the law / of the LORD, 
 and they meditate on God's teaching / day and night. 
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in 
due season, with leaves that / do not wither; 
 everything they / do shall prosper.  Refrain 
  
It is not so / with the wicked; 
 they are like chaff which the wind / blows away. 
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when / judgment 
comes, 
 nor the sinner in the council / of the righteous. 
For the LORD knows the way / of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked shall / be destroyed.  Refrain 
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Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 
Paul points the Corinthians to themselves as an example of how God’s strength 
is made perfect in weakness. 

 26Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were 
called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many 
were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose 
the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28God chose the 
lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things 
that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may 
boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ 
Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is 
written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:3 
The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of 
the day and prepares our hearts to hear the Gospel reading. 

  
Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
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Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 
In the Beatitudes Jesus shows us the outcome of a life that is lived trusting in 
God’s strength. 

 1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he 
began to teach them. 
 He said: 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, 
  for they will be comforted.  
5Blessed are the meek, 
  for they will inherit the earth.  
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
  for they will be filled.  
7Blessed are the merciful, 
  for they will be shown mercy.  
8Blessed are the pure in heart, 
  for they will see God.  
9Blessed are the peacemakers, 
  for they will be called children of God.  
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice 
and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Children’s Sermon 

Blest Are They CW 690 

Sermon based on Matthew 5:1-12 

You Are Blessed 

Stand 

You Are God; We Praise You 
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Be seated 

Prayer for the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
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 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

He Will Hold Me Fast CW 813 

Prayer for Grace 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you 
have brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with your 
mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor 
run into any kind of danger. And in all we do, direct us to what is 
right in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Blessing 

[The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. 
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless 
them” [Numbers 6:27].] 
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Text: Marty Haugen  
Text and tune: © 1995, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 732573 

OFFERING [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, 
lambofgodlafayette.com and click GIVE in the upper right corner or text any 
dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the church—1893 E 600 North 
West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code:  
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Serving at Worship 

Pastor Paul Horn  
Vicar Jonah Schlomer 
Becky Horn - soloist 
Liz Schmidt – piano, violin 
Alison Rosenblum - violin 
Jonah Schlomer – guitar 
Henry Horn - percussion 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chili Cookoff – Saturday, Feb 4th at 5:30pm 
Bring your favorite chili, hot or mild, and enjoy the fellowship and good 
food. 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Chorus – Maundy Thursday, April 6th 
The choir of our synod’s pastor training school will be singing for our 
Maundy Thursday service this year. Please consider hosting members of 
the choir. It is a great chance to get to know the men of the choir and 
ask them questions about our synod’s training schools. The 
responsibilities of the hosts are to provide breakfast and transport back 
to church on Friday morning. A sign-up will be in the back of the church. 
Please indicate the number of students you will be able to host. 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:15 
Pre-K—8th Grade—Bible history stories, apologetics, crafts, games, 
songs and more!  

What are people saying about our current Bible study 
series? 
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“I’ve heard these stories since I was a child but I’m learning that there’s 
so much more to them!”  

“This has been one of my favorite bible studies.”  

“I have friends who are unchurched and ask these same questions that 
we’re asking in bible study. This has been so helpful finding simple ways 
to have a conversation with them.”  

Spend some quality time with Jesus and your church family as we dig a 
little bit deeper into well known stories from the gospels. Sunday 
mornings at 9:15am. Bibles provided or bring your own! 

Catechism Class—7th & 8th grade (after worship) - This class prepares 
young people for confirmation and receiving the Lord's Supper. We use 
Martin Luther's Small Catechism and the Bible as textbooks for an in-
depth study of the six main teachings of the Bible (Ten Commandments, 
Apostles Creed, Lord's Prayer, Baptism, Lord's Supper, Keys and 
Confession). 

BUNCO— Friday, January 27th   
Bunco is a fun and easy game that brings with it an evening of 
fellowship for the women of our congregation! Haven’t played before? 
NO PROBLEM! We’ll teach you! We usually take the first 12 women who 
sign-up, HOWEVER, we can add another table so if we have 16 women 
who would like to play, we can accommodate you. The more the 
merrier! The fun will begin at 7:00pm on Friday, January 27th at 50 
Shadow Valley Ct, Lafayette, IN 47909. Please sign up on the sheet 
on the serving counter next to the Fellowship Treat Sign-Up. The cost 
is $5 to play which covers the cost of prizes. Please sign up if you 
would like to bring a snack or a beverage.  
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Building up the Body of Christ  

It’s amazing when you read Romans 12:3-8 and then look around at all 
the folks in our church family and see it in action… how God uses all of 
us with our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ and expand his 
kingdom. Here’s a couple ways you can do that in the next couple of 
weeks.  

Vehicle Search  
Someone in the church is in need of trading or selling their older vehicle 
for a more reliable vehicle. If you can assist, please contact Pastor Horn 
for more information. loginlafayette@gmail.com  

Potluck Lunch  
Today we will have a potluck lunch following the service. Stay and enjoy 
time with the Lamb of God family!   

Open Forum  
You matter and so does your opinion. The leadership team will host an 
open forum after the potluck lunch to give an update on the state of 
the church and to hear from you!   

Property Improvement 
The leadership team would like to make our property more visible to 
traffic by thinning the tree lines on Saturday, January 28th at 10:30am. 
For more details contact Eric Becker - 42ofvarget@gmail.com  
Remodeling the basement will begin on Saturday, Feb 4th at 1pm  

Ride to Church  
One of our prospects is in need of a ride to church on Sunday mornings. 
For more details contact Pastor Horn - loginlafayette@gmail.com  

Acolytes (fancy word for someone who lights the candles on the altar)   
If your child would like to be trained as an acolyte, contact Pastor 
Horn - loginlafayette@gmail.com  

Prayer Requests  
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"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2)  

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be 
dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved 
one; for Jim Holmes, Gail Rathgeber, Joan Bonnet, and Bryant Monk, 
who are experiencing health difficulties; for our Pastors, teachers and 
staff ministers as they reach the lost sheep of their communities with 
the Good News of Jesus; for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine 
and all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant 
peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring 
nations in Africa; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all 
those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are 
suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the 
Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice 
President Harris, and for the 118th US Congress, that they be guided by 
sound reason and the wisdom that comes from God above to pass bills 
that allow us to flourish in our vocations and spread the gospel in 
peace; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is 
still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our 
Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support 
our neighbors in need. Pray that the Holy Spirit will bless our outreach 
efforts as we invite friends, relatives, and neighbors to our Bible 
studies, worship, and fellowship events. 
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