
 

January 15, 2023 

First Sunday After Epiphany  
The Baptism of Our Lord 

Today’s theme: 
Jesus Appears as the Anointed One 



Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or 
where you come from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is 
the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and 
triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. 
Jesus Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! 
We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and 
guidance for us. Whether you are a first-time guest or a curious 
observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our 
worship with you. Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. 
They can be used by children of any age to keep notes during the 
service.  
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website 
www.lambofgodlafayette.com Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS (www.wels.net) est.1850  

JESUS APPEARS AS THE ANNOINTED ONE  
“Christ” is not Jesus’ last name, of course. It is a title. The Greek word 
“Christ” and the Hebrew word “Messiah” both mean the same thing— 
“The Anointed One.” Anointing was the practice of pouring liquid 
(typically oil) over the head of someone to signify selection for some 
special task. However, when the Lord anointed heroes to do his saving 
work, what he poured over them was his Spirit. For centuries people of 
faith had patiently waited for the promised Messiah, the servant of God 
who would bring the salvation we so desperately need. The time had 
come for Jesus to be revealed as the fulfillment of that divine promise. 
So, Christ our Lord came to the Jordan River to be baptized, that he 
might be recognized by John and revealed to Israel. At his baptism Jesus 
was anointed—marked as God's special servant and empowered by the 
Spirit of the Lord.  

PRAYER OF PREPARATION  
God, in baptism you have made us one with Christ, our risen Lord, freed 
us, claimed us, cleansed, forgiven, through the water and the Word. 
Help us hear your urgent summons, calling us to serve you now. Send us 
forth, your sons and daughters, with the cross upon our brow. Amen.  
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[We invoke, that is, call up on the name of the Triune God, to be present with 
us through Word and Sacrament. The sign of the cross is made to remind 
believers of their baptism in the name of the Triune God.] 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Christ Begins CW 385 
The solo voice will sing the stanzas, congregation will sing the refrains. 

Stand 

Confession 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
  
All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. 
From our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true 
fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal 
death. But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took 
away our sin by giving his life on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes 
us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. We 
recall what Baptism means for our daily lives: 
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Baptism means that the sinful nature in us  
    should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance,  
    and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  
It also means that a new person should daily arise  
    to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 
  
As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution 

[The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his 
church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, 
First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of 
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 

*Soloist will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain.  
  Soloist will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain. 

 

 

 
  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are 
seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.  
  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen.    Refrain 
Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman  
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 732573 
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The Word 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you 
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy 
Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling 
as your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 42:1–7 
The Lord promises to put his Spirit on the Messiah, empowering the Anointed 
One to free us from our sins. We see this promise fulfilled when Jesus is 
baptized. 

1“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen one in whom I delight; 
I will put my Spirit on him, 
 and he will bring justice to the nations. 
2He will not shout or cry out,  
 or raise his voice in the streets.  
3A bruised reed he will not break, 
 and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
 4he will not falter or be discouraged 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till he establishes justice on earth. 
 In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” 

5This is what God the LORD says—  
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 
 who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, 
 who gives breath to its people,  
 and life to those who walk on it:  
6“I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; 
 I will take hold of your hand.  
I will keep you and will make you 
 to be a covenant for the people  
 and a light for the Gentiles, 
7to open eyes that are blind, 
 to free captives from prison  
 and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Great Are the Works of the LORD Psalm 45B 

*Soloist will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain.  
  Soloist will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain. 
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My heart is stirred by a / noble theme  
    as I recite my verses / for the king. 
You are the most excel- / lent of men  
    and your lips have been anoint- / ed with grace.  
Gird your sword on your side, you / mighty one; 
    clothe yourself with splendor and / majesty.   Refrain 
  
Your throne, O God, will last for ever and / ever;  
    a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your / kingdom.  
 You love righteousness and hate / wickedness;  
    therefore God, your God, has set you above your com- / 
panions.  
I will perpetuate your memory through all gener- / ations;  
    therefore the nations will praise you for ever and / ever. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son  
    and to the Holy / Spirit,  
as it was in the be- / ginning,  
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Second Reading Acts 10:34–38 
As Peter told others how God had anointed Jesus, through that good news the 
Holy Spirit was poured out upon Peter’s listeners. 

 34Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is 
that God does not show favoritism 35but accepts from every nation 
the one who fears him and does what is right. 36You know the 
message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37You know 
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what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning 
in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and 
how he went around doing good and healing all who were under 
the power of the devil, because God was with him. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 1:11 
The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of 
the day and prepares our hearts to hear the Gospel reading. 

*Soloist will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain.  
  Soloist will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain. 

 

You are my Son, whom I love;  
with you I am well pleased. 

Refrain. 
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Gospel Matthew 3:13–17 
In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and with 
power. 

 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized 
by John. 14But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
 15Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. 
 16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. 
At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Children’s Sermon 

To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord CW 377 

Sermon based on Matthew 3:13–17 

Jesus Stands in the River For Us 

Stand 
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The Institution of Baptism 
First: What is Baptism? 
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is water used by God’s 
command and connected with God’s Word. 

Which is that word of God? 
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “Go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

The Blessings of Baptism 
Second: What does Baptism do for us? 
Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and the 
devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the 
words and promises of God declare. 

What are these words and promises of God? 
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark, “Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 
believe will be condemned.” 

The Power of Baptism 
Third: How can water do such great things? 
It is certainly not the water that does such things, but God’s 
Word which is in and with the water and faith which trusts this 
Word used with the water. 

For without God’s Word the water is just plain water and not 
Baptism. But with this Word it is Baptism, that is, a gracious 
water of life and a washing of rebirth by the Holy Spirit. 

Where is this written? 
St. Paul says in Titus, chapter 3, “[God] saved us through the 
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so 
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that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs 
having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among 
us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full 
of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 
The solo voice will help lead the congregation in the singing of this new tune. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

Lamb of God CW 202 
The solo voice will help lead the congregation in the singing of this new tune. 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman  
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 732573 

Be seated 

Distribution 

Christ, Your Footprints through the Desert CW 379 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness 
you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that 
through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule 
our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve 
you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

[The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. 
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless 
them” [Numbers 6:27].] 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 

OFFERING [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, 
lambofgodlafayette.com and click GIVE in the upper right corner or text any 
dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the church—1893 E 600 North 
West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code:  
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Serving at Worship 

Pastor Paul Horn  
Vicar Jonah Schlomer 
Pianist: Liz Schmidt 
Bethany Price - vocal leader 
Laura Sanford - flute  
Jonah Schlomer - guitar 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

January 22nd – Open Forum and potluck lunch after worship 
Watch for a SignUp Genius to go out in January for the potluck lunch. 
Stay for an open forum with the leadership team and Pastor Horn as we 
look at ministry opportunities for 2023. They seek your input and ideas. 
All are welcome! 

Chili Cookoff – Saturday, Feb 4th at 5:30pm 
Bring your favorite chili, hot or mild, and enjoy the fellowship and good 
food. 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Chorus – Maundy Thursday, April 6th 
The choir of our synod’s pastor training school will be singing for our 
Maundy Thursday service this year. Please consider hosting members of 
the choir. It is a great chance to get to know the men of the choir and 
ask them questions about our synod’s training schools. A sign-up will be 
in the back of the church. Please indicate the number of students you 
will be able to host. 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:15 
Pre-K—8th Grade—Bible history stories, apologetics, crafts, games, 
songs and more!  

Teens, College Students and Adults—We continue our Bible Study series 
topic: Prepared to Answer  
The Apostle Peter encourages us to "be prepared to have an answer..." 
Have you had a conversation with someone about the Bible, God etc and 
wondered, "What do I say here..." You're not alone. In this series we'll 
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look at ways to tell stories we already know (and learn new ones!) to 
answer objections to the Word of God.  

Catechism Class—7th & 8th grade (after worship) - This class prepares 
young people for confirmation and receiving the Lord's Supper. We use 
Martin Luther's Small Catechism and the Bible as textbooks for an in-
depth study of the six main teachings of the Bible (Ten Commandments, 
Apostles Creed, Lord's Prayer, Baptism, Lord's Supper, Keys and 
Confession). 

BUNCO— Friday, January 27th   
Bunco is a fun and easy game that brings with it an evening of 
fellowship for the women of our congregation! Haven’t played before? 
NO PROBLEM! We’ll teach you! We usually take the first 12 women who 
sign-up, HOWEVER, we can add another table so if we have 16 women 
who would like to play, we can accommodate you. The more the 
merrier! The fun will begin at 7:00pm on Friday, January 27th at 50 
Shadow Valley Ct, Lafayette, IN 47909. Please sign up on the sheet 
on the serving counter next to the Fellowship Treat Sign-Up. The cost 
is $5 to play which covers the cost of prizes. Please sign up if you 
would like to bring a snack or a beverage.  
HELP NEEDED  
There are several projects that the leadership team would like to 
tackle. If you have the skills (or want to learn) and the time to serve, 
please email the church office loginlafayette@gmail.com 

1.   Keeping the ditch along 600N clear of garbage 
2.  Five people willing to be trained in the use of AED, training will 
be in Jan 2023 
3.  Remodeling the basement – Saturday, Feb 4th demo starting at 
1pm 
4. Thinning the tree lines – Jan-Feb, watch your email for the dates/
times 
5. Administrative assistant needed in the church office 
6. Additional livestream techs needed 
7. Young people willing to be trained as acolytes (lighting the 
candles) 

Prayer Requests  
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"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2)  

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be 
dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved 
one; for Jim Holmes, Gail Rathgeber, Joan Bonnet, and Bryant Monk, 
who are experiencing health difficulties; for our Pastors, teachers and 
staff ministers as they reach the lost sheep of their communities with 
the Good News of Jesus; for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine 
and all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant 
peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring 
nations in Africa; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all 
those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are 
suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the 
Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice 
President Harris, and for the 118th US Congress, that they be guided by 
sound reason and the wisdom that comes from God above to pass bills 
that allow us to flourish in our vocations and spread the gospel in 
peace; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is 
still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our 
Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support 
our neighbors in need. Pray that the Holy Spirit will bless our outreach 
efforts as we invite friends, relatives, and neighbors to our Bible 
studies, worship, and fellowship events. 
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