
 

January 8, 2023 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

Today’s theme: 
A Savior Born for All the Nations 

Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or 
where you come from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is 
the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and 
triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. 
Jesus Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! 



We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and 
guidance for us. Whether you are a first-time guest or a curious 
observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our 
worship with you. Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. 
They can be used by children of any age to keep notes during the 
service.  
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website 
www.lambofgodlafayette.com Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS (www.wels.net) est.1850  

A SAVIOR IS BORN FOR ALL THE NATIONS  
The twelve days of Christmas culminate with the celebration of the 
Epiphany of our Lord. We commemorate the day when magi from afar 
worshiped the Christ Child. Before that day, Jesus had been worshiped 
by individuals of Jewish descent: the shepherds, elderly Simeon, the 
prophetess Anna. But Scripture said the coming Savior would be God’s 
gift to all nations. Epiphany proves that God keeps his promises, as he 
miraculously led foreigners to worship their Savior. Thus, Epiphany is 
sometimes called the Gentile Christmas. (The celebration of Epiphany 
likely precedes that of Christmas. Evidence of the Festival of Epiphany 
dates to Clement of Alexandria at the end of the second century.) 
Epiphany continues to play out to this very day. God worked through a 
special star to bring the magi into the presence of their Savior—for 
Christ’s glory and the magi’s blessing. Likewise, God has controlled time 
and space to bring you into the presence of your Savior—for Christ’s 
glory and your blessing. Thus, the magi were only the first in a long line 
of Gentiles who would join Israel in worshiping Jesus as King. Indeed, a 
Savior is born for all the nations! Come, let us adore him! 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION  
Lord of glory, as the light of your star once led the wise men to Jesus, 
so the light of your word has led us to see Jesus. Let your Word so shine 
in our hearts by your Spirit that each day we see Christ at the center of 
all we do. With him let us find comfort from sorrows, forgiveness from 
sins, and rest from turmoil. In his name, cause us to do good to others, 
to reveal him to the lost, and to praise your holy name.  
Amen.  
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[We invoke, that is, call up on the name of the Triune God, to be present with 
us through Word and Sacrament. The sign of the cross is made to remind 
believers of their baptism in the name of the Triune God.] 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Star Proclaims the King Is Here CW 374 

Stand 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 
is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
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Absolution 

[The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his 
church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, 
First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of 
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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Amen. 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 

 

 

 
  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are 
seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.  
  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen.    Refrain 
Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman  
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 732573 
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The Word 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Lord God, by the leading of a star, you once made known to the 
nations your one and only Son. 

Guide us, also, who know him now by faith to come at last to 
the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 60:1–6 
The prophet foretold that one born king of the Jews would draw kings from 
distant nations to the light of his glory. 

1“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.  
2See, darkness covers the earth  
 and thick darkness is over the peoples,  
but the LORD rises upon you  
 and his glory appears over you. 
3Nations will come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
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4“Lift up your eyes and look about you:  
 All assemble and come to you;  
your sons come from afar,  
 and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5Then you will look and be radiant, 
 your heart will throb and swell with joy;  
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 
 to you the riches of the nations will come.  
6Herds of camels will cover your land,  
 young camels of Midian and Ephah. 
And all from Sheba will come,  
 bearing gold and incense  
 and proclaiming the praise of the LORD. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

A Lord, Every Nation on Earth Will Adore You Psalm 72A 

*Soloist will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain.  
  Soloist will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain. 
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Endow the king with your justice, / O God,  
    the royal son with your / righteousness. 
        May he endure as long / as the sun,  
            as long as the moon, through all gener- / ations. 
May he be like rain falling on a / mown field, 
    like showers water- / ing the earth. 
        In his days may the righteous / flourish  
            and prosperity abound till the moon / is no more.   
Refrain 
  
May all kings bow / down to him  
    and all nations / serve him.  
        Long may he live! May gold from Sheba be / given him. 
            May the kings of Sheba and Seba pre- / sent him gifts. 
May people ever / pray for him  
    and bless him / all day long.  
        Then all nations will be / blessed through him, 
            and they will / call him blessed. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son  
    and to the Holy / Spirit,  
        as it was in the be- / ginning,  
            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Second Reading Ephesians 3:2–12 
St. Paul explains that people of all nations are united together as complete 
equals in the Savior’s kingdom of grace. 

 2Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace 
that was given to me for you, 3that is, the mystery made known to 
me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4In reading 
this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the 
mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to people in other 
generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s 
holy apostles and prophets. 6This mystery is that through the 
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gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members 
together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in 
Christ Jesus. 
 7I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace 
given me through the working of his power. 8Although I am less 
than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to 
preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to 
make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which 
for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10His 
intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of 
God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly realms, 11according to his eternal purpose that he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12In him and through faith 
in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 2:2 
The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of 
the day and prepares our hearts to hear the Gospel reading. 

*Soloist will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain.  
  Soloist will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain. 
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Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  
We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.        

Refrain 

Gospel Matthew 2:1–12 
Magi from the east were the first in a long line of Gentiles who would join 
Israel in worshiping Jesus as King.  

 1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his 
star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
 3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all 
Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the 
people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they 
replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

6“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
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 7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them 
the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As 
soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 
worship him.” 
 9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the 
star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the 
star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw the 
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12And having been warned 
in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 
country by another route. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Children Sermon 

Children are invited to sit in the front of the sanctuary. 

*The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel 
reading. 

How Lovely Shines the Morning Star CW 370 
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Sermon based on Matthew 2:1-12 

Epiphany – Christ for Us 

Stand 

Confession of Faith 

† Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. The word creed 
comes from the Latin word “credo” which means I believe. The Apostles Creed 
is so named not because it was written by Jesus’ apostles but because it is a 
brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and use dates to 
the very early years of the Christian church.  

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s Son, in the fullness of 
time you came into our world to save us from sin and death. 
You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
  
Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, 
you came preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, 
forgiving and encouraging: 
You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and 
the joy of salvation to those doomed to death. 
  
Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our 
world. Let the good news of salvation be heard in the remotest 
corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your name to 
those around us who still live without faith or hope: 
Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light 
of your gospel. 
  
Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may 
use our gifts to serve you and each other in willing gratitude and 
joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they may 
remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the 
faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in 
despair and comfort those who mourn. 
Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything 
we say and do. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
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Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home 
where we will stand in the full light of your glory and with all your 
saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

As with Gladness Men of Old CW 372 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our 
learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to 
heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, 
we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 

[The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. 
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless 
them” [Numbers 6:27].] 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 

OFFERING [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, 
lambofgodlafayette.com and click GIVE in the upper right corner or text any 
dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the church—1893 E 600 North 
West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code:  

            

Serving at Worship 

Pastor Paul Horn  
Vicar Jonah Schlomer 
Pianist: Liz Schmidt 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Christmas Decoration Takedown: If you can stay after worship, a little 
help taking down the Christmas decorations would be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you. 

Mornings With Mommy: Thursday, January 12th. 10am-11am, register on 
the church website: 
https://lambofgodlafayette.com
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January 22nd – Open Forum and potluck lunch after worship 
Watch for a SignUp Genius to go out in January for the potluck lunch. 
Stay for an open forum with the leadership team and Pastor Horn as we 
look at ministry opportunities for 2023. They seek your input and ideas. 
All are welcome! 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:15 

Pre-K—8th Grade—Bible history stories, apologetics, crafts, games, 
songs and more!  

Teens, College Students and Adults—We continue our Bible Study series 
topic: Prepared to Answer  
The Apostle Peter encourages us to "be prepared to have an answer..." 
Have you had a conversation with someone about the Bible, God etc and 
wondered, "What do I say here..." You're not alone. In this series we'll 
look at ways to tell stories we already know (and learn new ones!) to 
answer objections to the Word of God.  

Catechism Class—7th & 8th grade (after worship) - This class prepares 
young people for confirmation and receiving the Lord's Supper. We use 
Martin Luther's Small Catechism and the Bible as textbooks for an in-
depth study of the six main teachings of the Bible (Ten Commandments, 
Apostles Creed, Lord's Prayer, Baptism, Lord's Supper, Keys and 
Confession). 

BUNCO— Friday, January 27th   
Bunco is a fun and easy game that brings with it an evening of 
fellowship for the women of our congregation! Haven’t played before? 
NO PROBLEM! We’ll teach you! We usually take the first 12 women who 
sign-up, HOWEVER, we can add another table so if we have 16 women 
who would like to play, we can accommodate you. The more the 
merrier! The fun will begin at 7:00pm on Friday, January 27th at 50 
Shadow Valley Ct, Lafayette, IN 47909. Please sign up on the sheet 
on the serving counter next to the Fellowship Treat Sign-Up. The cost 
is $5 to play which covers the cost of prizes. Please sign up if you 
would like to bring a snack or a beverage.  
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HELP NEEDED  
There are several projects that the leadership team would like to 
tackle. If you have the skills (or want to learn) and the time to serve, 
please email the church office loginlafayette@gmail.com 

1.   Keeping the ditch along 600N clear of garbage 
2.  Five people willing to be trained in the use of AED, training will 
be in Jan 2023 
3.  Remodeling the basement – January 2023 
4. Thinning the tree lines – Dec-Jan watch your email for the dates/
times 

Prayer Requests  
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2)  

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be 
dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved 
one; for Jim Holmes, Gail Rathgeber, Joan Bonnet, and Bryant Monk, 
who are experiencing health difficulties; for our Pastors, teachers and 
staff ministers as they reach the lost sheep of their communities with 
the Good News of Jesus; for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine 
and all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant 
peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring 
nations in Africa; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all 
those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are 
suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the 
Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice 
President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the current state of 
our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain 
us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to 
show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need. Pray that 
the Holy Spirit will bless our outreach efforts as we invite friends, 
relatives, and neighbors to our Christmas services. 

 16

mailto:loginlafayette@gmail.com

