
 

December 25, 2022 

Christmas Day 

Today’s theme: 
A Savior Born to Dwell Among Us 

Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or 
where you come from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is 
the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and 
triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. 
Jesus Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! 



We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and 
guidance for us. Whether you are a first-time guest or a curious 
observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our 
worship with you. Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. 
They can be used by children of any age to keep notes during the 
service.  
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website 
www.lambofgodlafayette.com Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS (www.wels.net) est.1850  

A SAVIOR BORN TO DWELL AMONG US  
For centuries on Christmas Day the Church has read chapter one of St. 
John’s Gospel. There, in just a few simple words, Scripture describes 
the indescribable: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us” (John 1:14). The word God had spoken in the Garden, 
promising to send a Savior who was part of mankind, came true. God 
himself became flesh and blood—to be born under law, to suffer, and to 
die that he might redeem us. The Greek word translated “made his 
dwelling” can also be translated “pitched his tent.” That word describes 
a temporary dwelling place. God came into our broken world to dwell 
for a time, so that one day we might go to God’s perfect home and 
dwell for all eternity. Unlike those Christmas Eve shepherds, we cannot 
see Christ with our eyes. Yet still he dwells among us. For he is the Word 
made flesh. As we listen to the Word today, we truly are hearing the 
voice of Christ. As we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we partake of his 
true body and blood. In Word and sacrament, still today, our Savior 
dwells among us, feeding our faith, preparing us for our true home. 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION  
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy child, prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, within my 
heart, made clean and new, a quiet chamber kept for you. Amen.  

O Come, All Ye Faithful CW 354 

Stand 
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against 
them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our 
hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have 
done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of 
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 2



Lord, Have Mercy 

[Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one 
of the oldest worship responses in the Christian church.] 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
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A Great and Mighty Wonder CW 349 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; Germanus, c. 634–c. 734 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, Köln, 1599  
Text and tune: Public domain 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh 
may set us free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Be seated 

The Word 

First Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 
The prophet foretold that the Lord would dwell among us, laying bare his arm, 
rolling up his sleeves and doing what was necessary to bring the good news of 
salvation to the ends of the earth. 

7How beautiful on the mountains  
 are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace,  
 who bring good tidings, 
 who proclaim salvation,  
who say to Zion,  
 “Your God reigns!”  
8Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;  
 together they shout for joy. 
When the LORD returns to Zion,  
 they will see it with their own eyes.  
9Burst into songs of joy together, 
 you ruins of Jerusalem,  
for the LORD has comforted his people,  
 he has redeemed Jerusalem.  
10The LORD will lay bare his holy arm 
 in the sight of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth will see  
 the salvation of our God. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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98C All the Ends of the Earth Have Seen Psalm 98C 

*Soloist will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 
 Soloist will sing the verses. Congregation will sing the refrain. 

 

 

 

 

1 Sing to the LORD a new 
song,  
for he has done wondrous deeds; 
his right hand has won the vict’ry 
for him, 
    his holy arm. (Refrain) 

 
2 The LORD has made his 
salvation known, 
his justice revealed to all.  
Remembered his kindness and 
faithfulness 
    to Israel. (Refrain) 
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4    Sing to the LORD with harp and 
song,  
with trumpet and with horn.  
Sing in your joy before the King, 

3    All of the ends of earth have seen  
salvation by our God. 
Joyfully sing out, all you lands; 
    break forth in song. (Refrain) 



Second Reading Hebrews 1:1–9 
In the past God sent angels and prophets as messengers to his people. In these 
latter days, God speaks to us through his Son who came to dwell among us. 

 1In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets 
at many times and in various ways, 2but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom also he made the universe. 3The Son is the radiance 
of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
in heaven. 4So he became as much superior to the angels as the 
name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 
 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

  “You are my Son; 
   today I have become your Father”? 

 Or again, 

  “I will be his Father,  
   and he will be my Son”? 
 6And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he 
says, 

  “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
 7In speaking of the angels he says, 

  “He makes his angels spirits, 
   and his servants flames of fire.” 
 8But about the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;  
 a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
 therefore God, your God, has set you above your 
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companions  
 by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Galatians 4:4,5 

 
  
But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son,  
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the 
law. 
  
Refrain 
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 732573 

Gospel John 1:1–14 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 
3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
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 6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He 
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through 
him all might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only 
as a witness to the light. 
 9The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into 
the world. 10He was in the world, and though the world was made 
through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all 
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God— 13children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God. 
 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Choir Anthem - Let Our Gladness Know 
No End 

Let our gladness know no end, Hallelujah! 
Unto earth did Christ descend, Hallelujah! 

Refrain: On this day God gave us, 
  Christ His Son to save us. 

See the lovel’est blooming rose, Hallelujah!  
From the branch of Jesus grows, Hallelujah! 
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Refrain 

Into flesh is made the word, Hallelujah!  
Tis our refuge, Christ the Lord, Hallelujah! 
Refrain 

Children's Sermon - children are invited to sit in the front 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten CW 358 

Sermon based on John 1:1-14 

The Word Became Flesh 

Stand 

Athanasian Creed 

[This creed was written in the fourth century A.D. and is named after St. 
Athanasius, a staunch defender of the Christian faith.  It was prepared to 
assist the Church in combating two errors that undermined Bible 
teaching.  One error denied that God’s Son and the Holy Spirit are of one being 
or Godhead with the Father.  The other error denied that Jesus Christ is true 
God and true man in one person.  The second half of the creed is a beautiful 
explanation of the doctrine of Christology: the study of the nature and person 
of Jesus.] 

It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation that one 
faithfully believe that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human 
flesh. 
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Now this is the true Christian faith: We believe and confess 
that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God and man. 
He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and 
he is man, born in time from the nature of his mother, 
fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh; 
equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his 
humanity; 
and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons 
but one: 
one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the 
humanity into God; 
one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one 
person; 
for just as the rational soul and flesh is one human being, so God 
and man is one Christ. 
He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the 
third day from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty, and from there will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies to 
answer for their personal deeds. 
Those who have done good will enter eternal life, but those who 
have done evil will go into eternal fire. 
This is the true Christian faith. Whoever does not faithfully and 
firmly believe this cannot be saved. 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 
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Eternal Father, we give you thanks and praise on this holy day for 
sending your one and only Son to share our humanity, carry our 
guilt, and become for us the perfect Lamb who takes away the sin 
of the world. 
Lord, we praise you.  
  
Keep our faith in your Son alive and strong. Nourish us with your 
Word and sacraments and by your Holy Spirit give us strength to 
overcome Satan’s power and empty promises. Help us to 
withstand the temptations the world and our sinful nature put on 
our path.  
Give us faith and courage. 
  
Remember ministers of the gospel throughout the world who on 
this day are proclaiming that a Savior has been born. We 
especially commend to your care the missionaries we have called 
as members of the Wisconsin Synod. Since they cannot enjoy the 
fellowship of their extended families this Christmas, grant to 
them the inner joy that comes with service in your kingdom. 
Protect all those who proclaim the gospel in our place. 
  
We pray for our city and countryside, for our neighborhoods and 
subdivisions, and for all who live and work and find delight here. 
Give to the leaders of government wisdom to make and uphold 
laws that promote the good of society. Grant our nation peace, 
health, and prosperity that we may have the opportunity and 
resources to spread the good news to all people. 
Govern and prosper your people. 
  
Fill us with kindness and arouse us to do good to all people, 
especially those who are less fortunate than we. Bring your 
healing to those who are sick or diseased in body or mind and 
comfort those who are mourning the death of someone they love. 
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We especially pray for brothers and sisters who are setting aside 
their celebration today to care for the sick and stand at the side 
of the dying. 
Sustain those who endure the troubles of life. 
  
Be a source of strength to all your people and fill them with your 
power and peace. If any are among us today who have lost the 
true meaning of this festival, let them rediscover the joy that 
comes from Christ alone. 
Let your peace reign in the hearts of all. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.  
  
Silent prayer 
  
As you sent your Son to bring peace to all people on earth, so we 
pray for all people, those known and those unknown to us. 
We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whose 
wonderful and mysterious birth you have opened our eyes to the 
glory of your grace and renewed in our hearts the fervor of your 
love. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, 
we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution 

Joy Has Dawned CW 352 

 16



Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with 
this saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our 
faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

[The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. 
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless 
them” [Numbers 6:27].] 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 

OFFERING [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, 
lambofgodlafayette.com and click GIVE in the upper right corner or text any 
dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the church—1893 E 600 North 
West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code:  
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Serving at Worship 

Pastor Paul Horn  
Vicar Jonah Schlomer 
Pianist: Liz Schmidt 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

January 22nd – Open Forum and potluck lunch after worship 
Watch for a SignUp Genius to go out in January for the potluck lunch. 
Stay for an open forum with the leadership team and Pastor Horn as we 
look at ministry opportunities for 2023. They seek your input and ideas. 
All are welcome! 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:15 – Will resume next 
Sunday 
Pre-K—8th Grade—Bible history stories, apologetics, crafts, games, 
songs and more!  
Teens, College Students and Adults—We continue our Bible Study series 
topic: Prepared to Answer  
The Apostle Peter encourages us to "be prepared to have an answer..." 
Have you had a conversation with someone about the Bible, God etc and 
wondered, "What do I say here..." You're not alone. In this series we'll 
look at ways to tell stories we already know (and learn new ones!) to 
answer objections to the Word of God.  
Catechism Class—7th & 8th grade – We will resume January 8th 

BUNCO— Friday, January 27th   
Bunco is a fun and easy game that brings with it an evening of 
fellowship for the women of our congregation! Haven’t played before? 
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NO PROBLEM! We’ll teach you! We usually take the first 12 women who 
sign-up, HOWEVER, we can add another table so if we have 16 women 
who would like to play, we can accommodate you. The more the 
merrier! The fun will begin at 7:00pm on Friday, January 27th. 

HELP NEEDED  
There are several projects that the leadership team would like to 
tackle. If you have the skills (or want to learn) and the time to serve, 
please email the church office loginlafayette@gmail.com 

1.   Keeping the ditch along 600N clear of garbage 
2.  Five people willing to be trained in the use of AED, training will 
be in Jan 2023 
3.  Remodeling the basement – January 2023 
4. Thinning the tree lines – Dec-Jan watch your email for the dates/
times 

Prayer Requests  
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2)  

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be 
dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved 
one; for Jim Holmes, Gail Rathgeber, Joan Bonnet, and Bryant Monk, 
who are experiencing health difficulties; for our Pastors, teachers and 
staff ministers as they reach the lost sheep of their communities with 
the Good News of Jesus; for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine 
and all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant 
peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring 
nations in Africa; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all 
those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are 
suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the 
Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice 
President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the current state of 
our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain 
us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to 
show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need. Pray that 
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the Holy Spirit will bless our outreach efforts as we invite friends, 
relatives, and neighbors to our Christmas services. 
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