
 

December 18, 2022 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Today’s theme: 
Come, Lord Jesus! – As Immanuel 

Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or 
where you come from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is 
the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and 
triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. 
Jesus Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! 



We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and 
guidance for us. Whether you are a first-time guest or a curious 
observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our 
worship with you. Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. 
They can be used by children of any age to keep notes during the 
service.  
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website 
www.lambofgodlafayette.com Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS (www.wels.net) est.1850  

COME, LORD JESUS! - AS IMMANUEL  
This time of year it is so easy to get caught up in the beautiful trappings 
of Christmas and forget why this birth had to take place. Mankind fell 
into sin. Sin brings an awful burden. Hatred and oppression. Suffering 
and pain. Guilt and shame. The devastation of death. These are all 
natural consequences of sin. And what can we do about any of it? 
Nothing of substance. We can numb ourselves to pain, but we cannot 
avoid it. We can fill our life with distractions in an attempt to forget 
about our guilt. But our conscience is always nagging. And death… no 
one avoids that. Man can do nothing to shake off the burden of sin. 
Therefore, the Church prays that God would come in power to remove 
that burden for us. Since the Garden, there has been only one plan to 
do that: God would take on flesh and blood. To do what mankind could 
not do—remove all the burdens of sin—God became man. When you look 
into the manger, what do you see? A baby? Yes. But, more. That is 
Immanuel, “God-with-us.” The Son of God became Mary’s son, so that 
he could do for us what we could not do for ourselves. 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION  
Lord God, in coming to hear your Word this morning, you have planted 
us like trees beside streams of water. Grant that we may ever delight in 
your Word and yield abundant fruit in our lives, through Jesus Christ, 
your Son our Lord. Amen. 

Holy Baptism 
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Remain seated 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

679 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It CW 679 st. 1 

God’s own child I gladly say it: 
    I am baptized into Christ!  
He, because I could not pay it, 
    gave my full redemption price.  
Do I need earth’s treasures many? 
I have one worth more than any  
    that brought me salvation free,  
    lasting to eternity! 

Confession 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
  
All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. 
From our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true 
fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal 
death. But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took 
away our sin by giving his life on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes 
us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. We 
recall what Baptism means for our daily lives: 
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Baptism means that the sinful nature in us  
    should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance,  
    and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  
It also means that a new person should daily arise  
    to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 
  
As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

679 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It CW 679 st. 2 

Sin, disturb my soul no longer:  
    I am baptized into Christ!  
I have comfort even stronger:  
    Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.  
Should a guilty conscience seize me 
since my baptism did release me 
    in a dear forgiving flood,  
    sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 
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God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit and united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
Every day God forgives your sins, removes your guilt, and 
strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His promise is for you 
and your children, and he will never forsake you. Your sins are 
forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

679 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It CW 679 st. 3 

Satan, hear this proclamation:  
    I am baptized into Christ!  
Drop your ugly accusation,  
    I am not so soon enticed.  
Now that to the font I’ve traveled,  
all your might has come unraveled,  
    and, against your tyranny,  
    God, my Lord, unites with me! 

Sacrament of Baptism 

The Gospel according to St. Mark: 
  
People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his 
hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw 
this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 
And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them 
and blessed them. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The rite of baptism follows. 

679 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It CW 679 st. 4 

Death, you cannot end my gladness:  
    I am baptized into Christ!  
When I die, I leave all sadness 
    to inherit paradise!  
Though I lie in dust and ashes 
faith’s assurance brightly flashes:  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    Baptism has the strength divine 
    to make life immortal mine. 

Reception into Membership 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of 
our sins, and make us ready for the celebration of your birth, 
that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  
Amen. 

The Word 

First Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 
The Lord promised that deliverance would come through the gift of Immanuel. 
And how would we recognize him? He would be born of a virgin. 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask the LORD your God for a 
sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 
 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the 
test.” 
 13Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not 
enough to try the patience of humans? Will you try the patience of 
my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: 
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel. 
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The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 1:23 

 
  
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,  
and they will call him Immanuel. 

Refrain 

Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 
In faith, Joseph accepted that within the womb of his bride-to-be was 
Immanuel—the very Son of God, the promised Savior from sin. 

 18This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His 
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before 
they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, 
and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 
mind to divorce her quietly. 
 20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a 
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son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” 
 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: 23“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
 24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord 
had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he did 
not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And 
he gave him the name Jesus. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Children's Sermon (children are invited to sit in the front) 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel CW 327 

Sermon based on Matthew 1:18-25 

God With Us 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
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 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John 
the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and 
pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

Isaiah 6:3 This is the song of the angels in heaven. *Sanctus means “holy.” Used 
possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among 
Christians in worship by the fourteenth century. 

1 O holy, holy, holy  
    Lord God of pow’r and might,  
  Your glory, earth and heaven  
    In countless ways recite.  
  Hosanna! Come and save us,  
    Lord God of hosts on high, 
  And in your grace and mercy  
    Receive our fervent cry.       

2 Hosanna in the highest! 
 How truly blest is he 
   Who in God's name is coming 
 To set his people free! 
   He comes to bring salvation 
 And with his blood outpoured, 
   Deliver us from bondage- 
 Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, 

 10



which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Pax Domini 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

Lamb of God 

John 1:29 *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Latin: Agnus Dei), who was offered as a 
sacrifice for sin once for all. 
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Be seated 

Distribution 
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As Angels Joyed with One Accord CW 320 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly 
banquet you have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you 
have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our 
love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that 
day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper 
of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

[The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. 
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless 
them” [Numbers 6:27].] 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 

OFFERING [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, 
lambofgodlafayette.com and click GIVE in the upper right corner or text any 
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dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the church—1893 E 600 North 
West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code:  

            
Serving at Worship 

Pastor Paul Horn  
Vicar Jonah Schlomer 
Pianist: Liz Schmidt 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Coming Weeks: 
Christmas Eve by Candlelight –    7pm 
Christmas Day Festival Service – 10:30am (Please note, these two 
services are different in content, hymns, order of service etc) 

January 22nd – Open Forum and potluck lunch after worship 
Watch for a SignUp Genius to go out in January for the potluck lunch. 
Stay for an open forum with the leadership team and Pastor Horn as we 
look at ministry opportunities for 2023. They seek your input and ideas. 
All are welcome! 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:15  
Pre-K—8th Grade—Bible history stories, apologetics, crafts, games, 
songs and more!  
Teens, College Students and Adults—We continue our Bible Study series 
topic: Prepared to Answer  
The Apostle Peter encourages us to "be prepared to have an answer..." 
Have you had a conversation with someone about the Bible, God etc and 
wondered, "What do I say here..." You're not alone. In this series we'll 
look at ways to tell stories we already know (and learn new ones!) to 
answer objections to the Word of God.  
Catechism Class—7th & 8th grade (after worship) - This class prepares 
young people for confirmation and receiving the Lord's Supper. We use 
Martin Luther's Small Catechism and the Bible as textbooks for an in-
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depth study of the six main teachings of the Bible (Ten Commandments, 
Apostles Creed, Lord's Prayer, Baptism, Lord's Supper, Keys and 
Confession). 

HELP NEEDED  
There are several projects that the leadership team would like to 
tackle. If you have the skills (or want to learn) and the time to serve, 
please email the church office loginlafayette@gmail.com 

1.   Keeping the ditch along 600N clear of garbage 
2.  Five people willing to be trained in the use of AED, training will 
be in Jan 2023 
3.  Remodeling the basement – January 2023 
4. Thinning the tree lines – Dec-Jan watch your email for the dates/
times 

Prayer Requests  
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2)  

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be 
dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved 
one; for Jim Holmes, Gail Rathgeber, Joan Bonnet, and Bryant Monk, 
who are experiencing health difficulties; for the Zuberbier family and 
the congregation at St. Peter in Fond du Lac, WI, as they mourn Pastor 
Mike Zuberbier who unexpectedly passed away this week; for our 
Pastors, teachers and staff ministers as they reach the lost sheep of 
their communities with the Good News of Jesus; for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are suffering in the war in 
Ukraine; that God grant peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as 
between the warring nations in Africa; that the Holy Spirit would work 
in the hearts of all those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all 
those who are suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek 
help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President 
Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the 
current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge 
and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give 
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us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in 
need. Pray that the Holy Spirit will bless our outreach efforts as we 
invite friends, relatives, and neighbors to our Christmas services. 
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