
 

December 11, 2022 

Third Sunday in Advent 

Today’s theme: 
Come, Lord Jesus! – As Messiah 

Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or 
where you come from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is 
the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and 
triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. 
Jesus Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! 



We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and 
guidance for us. Whether you are a first-time guest or a curious 
observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our 
worship with you. Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. 
They can be used by children of any age to keep notes during the 
service.  
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website 
www.lambofgodlafayette.com Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS (www.wels.net) est.1850  

COME, LORD JESUS! - AS MESSIAH  
Humanity wants a made-to-order Messiah. We want the Savior we want. 
The Jews wanted a political Messiah who would remove Roman 
oppression and reestablish the kingdom of Israel. The generic Christian 
of today wants a Messiah who is a good teacher and an inspiration for 
brotherly love. Even faithful Christians face the temptation of a made-
to-order Messiah. We want a Messiah who isn’t bothered by the sin that 
keeps cropping up in our life, who doesn’t call for total dedication but 
is fine if we only want a relaxed association with him. We want a 
Messiah who dispenses blessings liberally, to ensure that our life is 
blessed, as we would like to define it. That is not the Messiah who 
came. Jesus defies the expectations of Israel, the world, and us. Jesus 
reminds us that “blessed” is a term that he defines, and it begins with 
not rejecting the Messiah because he fails to meet our expectations. 
One proof that Jesus is the Messiah is that he fulfilled every prophecy. 
Therefore, blessed people respond to adverse circumstances with 
patient waiting and confidence that, at just the right time, their 
Messiah will fix all that is broken in their lives. 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION  
Lord God, in coming to hear your Word this morning, you have planted 
us like trees beside streams of water. Grant that we may ever delight in 
your Word and yield abundant fruit in our lives, through Jesus Christ, 
your Son our Lord. Amen. 

Stand 
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Invocation 

[We invoke, that is, call up on the name of the Triune God, to be present with 
us through Word and Sacrament. The sign of the cross is made to remind 
believers of their baptism in the name of the Triune God.] 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Advent Gathering Rite 

[Refrain is sung by the congregation and repeated while soloist sings the 
verses.] 

Refrain: Come, come Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel.  

1) See the glory of God and come... 

2) Oh be strong, fear not and come... 

3) For our God comes to saves us, so come… 

4) Oh be patient, the Lord will come... 

5) Bring good news to the poor and come... 

6) For the way is prepared, so come... 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 
is not in us. 
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If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution 

[The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his 
church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, 
First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of 
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

[The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 3



Let us pray. 

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good 
news of your mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our 
hearts, and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

Be seated 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 

We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of 
the world. He came to defeat the prince of darkness. 

We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s 
prayers. John proclaimed him the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world. 

We hear his call to see the light 

We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and 
confidence 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

  
Three Advent candles are lit.  
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The Word 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).] 

First Reading Isaiah 35:1–10 
The prophet foretold the coming of the Messiah would change everything. 

1The desert and the parched land will be glad;  
 the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.  
Like the crocus, 2it will burst into bloom;  
 it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 
 the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;  
they will see the glory of the LORD,  
 the splendor of our God. 
3Strengthen the feeble hands, 
 steady the knees that give way; 
4say to those with fearful hearts, 
 “Be strong, do not fear;  
your God will come,  
 he will come with vengeance;  
with divine retribution  
 he will come to save you.” 
5Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  
6Then will the lame leap like a deer, 
 and the mute tongue shout for joy. 
Water will gush forth in the wilderness 
 and streams in the desert.  
7The burning sand will become a pool,  
 the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 
In the haunts where jackals once lay,  
 grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 
8And a highway will be there;  
 it will be called the Way of Holiness;  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 it will be for those who walk on that Way.  
The unclean will not journey on it; 
 wicked fools will not go about on it.  
9No lion will be there,  
 nor any ravenous beast;  
 they will not be found there.  
But only the redeemed will walk there, 
 10and those the LORD has rescued will return.  
They will enter Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy will crown their heads. 
Gladness and joy will overtake them,  
 and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the 
Scriptures by singing psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.] 

I Will Praise the Lord All My Life Psalm 146A 

 

 
  
I will praise the LORD / all my life; 
   I will sing praise to my God as long / as I live.  
Do not put your trust in / princes,  
   in human beings, who / cannot save.  
Blessed are those whose help is the God of / Jacob,  
   whose hope is in the / LORD their God.    Refrain 
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He upholds the cause of / the oppressed  
   and gives food to the / hungry.  
The LORD sets / pris’ners free,  
   the LORD gives sight / to the blind.  
The LORD reigns for- / ever,  
   your God, O Zion, for all generations. / Praise the LORD.  
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son  
   and to the Holy / Spirit,  
as it was in the be- / ginning,  
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
Tune: Henry V. Gerike  
Tune: © 2002 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130452010 

Second Reading James 5:7-11 
Knowing what we do about the Messiah’s coming kingdom, we want it now. 
God’s encouragement, however, is for us to be patient. 

 7Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s 
coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its 
valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 
8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is 
near. 9Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or 
you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 
 10Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face 
of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 11As you know, we count as blessed those who have 
persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen 
what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of 
compassion and mercy. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the 
gospel for the past 2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we 
rise out of respect for the words of our King.] 
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Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 11:10 

The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of 
the day and prepares our hearts to hear the Gospel reading. 

*Soloist will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain.  
  Soloist will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain. 

 

I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you. 
  
Refrain 

Gospel Matthew 11:2–11 
Jesus deals gently with those whose present circumstances lead them to doubt 
that he is the Messiah. 

 2When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the 
Messiah, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the one who is 
to come, or should we expect someone else?” 
 4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear 
and see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 
leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6Blessed is anyone who does 
not stumble on account of me.” 
 7As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the 
crowd about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to 
 8



see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8If not, what did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine 
clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9Then what did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the 
one about whom it is written: 

“ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen 
anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Children Sermon 

Children are invited to sit in the front of the sanctuary. 

*The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel 
reading. 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus CW 322 

Sermon     based on James 5:7-11 

Be Patient 

Stand 

Confession of Faith 

† Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. The word creed 
comes from the Latin word “credo” which means I believe. The Apostles Creed 
is so named not because it was written by Jesus’ apostles but because it is a 
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brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and use dates to 
the very early years of the Christian church.  

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our 
congregation. Since we belong to something bigger than ourselves, the 
Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all God's people on 
earth.] 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You CW 324 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our 
learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to 
heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, 
we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

[The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. 
The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless 
them” [Numbers 6:27].] 
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The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 

OFFERING [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, 
lambofgodlafayette.com and click GIVE in the upper right corner or text any 
dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the church—1893 E 600 North 
West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code:  

            

Serving at Worship 

Pastor Paul Horn  
Vicar Jonah Schlomer 
Pianist: Bethany Price 
Soloist: Liz Schmidt 
Instrumentalists: 
Alison Rosenblum 
Becky Horn 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Coming Weeks: 
Christmas Eve by Candlelight –    7pm 
Christmas Day Festival Service – 10:30am (Please note, these two 
services are different in content, hymns, order of service etc) 
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January 22nd – Open Forum and potluck lunch after worship 
Watch for a SignUp Genius to go out in January for the potluck lunch. 
Stay for an open forum with the leadership team and Pastor Horn as we 
look at ministry opportunities for 2023. They seek your input and ideas. 
All are welcome! 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:15  
Pre-K—8th Grade—Bible history stories, apologetics, crafts, games, 
songs and more!  
Teens, College Students and Adults—We continue our Bible Study series 
topic: Prepared to Answer  
The Apostle Peter encourages us to "be prepared to have an answer..." 
Have you had a conversation with someone about the Bible, God etc and 
wondered, "What do I say here..." You're not alone. In this series we'll 
look at ways to tell stories we already know (and learn new ones!) to 
answer objections to the Word of God.  
Catechism Class—7th & 8th grade (after worship) - This class prepares 
young people for confirmation and receiving the Lord's Supper. We use 
Martin Luther's Small Catechism and the Bible as textbooks for an in-
depth study of the six main teachings of the Bible (Ten Commandments, 
Apostles Creed, Lord's Prayer, Baptism, Lord's Supper, Keys and 
Confession). 

BUNCO— Friday, December 16th   
Bunco is a fun and easy game that brings with it an evening of 
fellowship for the women of our congregation! Haven’t played before? 
NO PROBLEM! We’ll teach you! We usually take the first 12 women who 
sign-up, HOWEVER, we can add another table so if we have 16 women 
who would like to play, we can accommodate you. The more the 
merrier! The fun will begin at 7:00pm on Friday, December 16th at 
50 Shadow Valley Ct, Lafayette, IN 47909. Please sign up on the 
sheet on the serving counter next to the Fellowship Treat Sign-Up. 
The cost is $5 to play which covers the cost of prizes. Please sign up 
if you would like to bring a snack or a beverage.  

HELP NEEDED  
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There are several projects that the leadership team would like to 
tackle. If you have the skills (or want to learn) and the time to serve, 
please email the church office loginlafayette@gmail.com 

1.   Keeping the ditch along 600N clear of garbage 
2.  Five people willing to be trained in the use of AED, training will 
be in Jan 2023 
3.  Remodeling the basement – January 2023 
4. Thinning the tree lines – Dec-Jan watch your email for the dates/
times 

Prayer Requests  
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2)  

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be 
dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved 
one; for Jim Holmes, Gail Rathgeber, Joan Bonnet, and Bryant Monk, 
who are experiencing health difficulties; for the Zuberbier family and 
the congregation at St. Peter in Fond du Lac, WI, as they mourn Pastor 
Mike Zuberbier who unexpectedly passed away this week; for our 
Pastors, teachers and staff ministers as they reach the lost sheep of 
their communities with the Good News of Jesus; for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are suffering in the war in 
Ukraine; that God grant peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as 
between the warring nations in Africa; that the Holy Spirit would work 
in the hearts of all those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all 
those who are suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek 
help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President 
Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the 
current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge 
and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give 
us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in 
need. Pray that the Holy Spirit will bless our outreach efforts as we 
invite friends, relatives, and neighbors to our Christmas services. 
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