
 

October 30, 2022 

Today’s Theme: 

Living Free 



 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE (The Fes2val of the Reforma2on) We value freedom and 
strive to protect freedoms. But do we truly understand freedom? Freedom for many means 
doing what you want without control or coercion. Jesus helps us to understand true freedom: 
“If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free” (Gospel). Jesus says that you will never be free by living however you 
want. Take that aGtude towards life and you'll be a slave. You'll only be free—spiritually, 
emoKonally, eternally— “If you hold to my teaching” and therefore “know the truth.” A key 
principle MarKn Luther established through the ReformaKon is sola scriptura, Scripture alone. 
Luther thought it was the answer to all of life’s fundamental quesKons. On what basis is a belief 
or pracKce jusKfied of rejected? Scripture alone. Who or what is the final arbiter of truth? 
Scripture alone. Heirs of the ReformaKon sKll bind themselves to Scripture. Does restricKng 
ourselves in this manner curtail freedom? Just the opposite is true. God’s divinely inspired truth 



864 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God CW 864 sts. 1–4 
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Text: tr. composite; Martin Luther, 1483–1546  
Tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546  
Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins 
are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against 
them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our 
hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have 
done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 3



God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the 
penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from 
death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 
of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 

 

 
  
  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.    Refrain 
  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are 
seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.    Refrain 
  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen. Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Marty Haugen  
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 732573 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on 
your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and 
comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their 
enemies, and bestow on the church your saving peace; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Be seated 

The Word 

First Reading Jeremiah 31:31–34 

31“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
 “when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel 
 and with the people of Judah. 
32It will not be like the covenant 
 I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand 
 to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant, 
 though I was a husband to them,” 
declares the LORD. 
33“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 
 after that time,” declares the LORD. 
“I will put my law in their minds 
 and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
 and they will be my people. 
34No longer will they teach their neighbor, 
 or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’  
because they will all know me, 
 from the least of them to the greatest,” 
declares the LORD. 
“For I will forgive their wickedness 
 and will remember their sins no more.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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46E If God Is for Us Psalm 46E 
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Text: James Chepponis 
Tune: James Chepponis  
Text and tune: © 2004 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 732573 

Second Reading Galatians 5:1–6 

 1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and 
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
 2Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3Again I declare 
to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to 
obey the whole law. 4You who are trying to be justified by the law 
have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 
5For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness 
for which we hope. 6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation John 8:31,32 

 
  
If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 
  
Refrain 

Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 732573 

Gospel John 8:31–36 

 31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to 
my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
 33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have 
never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set 
free?” 
 34Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave 
to sin. 35Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a 
son belongs to it forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated 
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877 Reformation Song CW 877 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 10



Text: Bob Kauflin, b. 1955; Tim Chester, b. 1967  
Tune: Bob Kauflin, b. 1955; Tim Chester, b. 1967  
Text and tune: © 2017 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 732573 

Sermon based on Galatians 5:1-6 

Living Free 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 
  
Gracious God, in mercy you sent your only Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ, into this world to redeem us from sin and rescue us from 
hell. Through your Scriptures and by your Spirit, you have brought 
us to faith in your Son and have assured us that Christ has fully 
completed the work of our salvation. Lead us to rejoice in the 
message of forgiveness through faith alone in Christ Jesus. When 
guilt grieves our consciences and shame squelches our confidence, 
use your Word to encourage and comfort our souls with the good 
news of your unconditional love. 
  
Almighty God, in the face of immense pressure to compromise their 
confession, you emboldened Martin Luther and the Lutheran 
reformers to take a firm stand on the truths of Scripture. Through 
their clear confession of faith, you restored the gospel to your 
church and have preserved this saving truth among us today. Send 
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us your Holy Spirit that we exhibit the same zeal and faithfulness as 
the Lutheran confessors. Give us courage to confess our faith 
sincerely and boldly in the classroom, the workplace, the 
community, and to everyone we encounter who needs to hear the 
truth of your Word. Use our confession to bring faith in your Son to 
the hearts of those who do not yet believe in you. 
  
Eternal God, you have promised to preserve and protect your 
church in every age. Even when it appeared that the enemies of the 
gospel had silenced your truth, you kept your people faithful to you 
and your Word. Bless all who face hardships for their faith with an 
added measure of your Holy Spirit so that they do not lose heart as 
they bear their crosses. Comfort the sick and suffering, the 
depressed and lonely, those who are persecuted and ridiculed for 
their faith, and all others who need the encouragement of your love. 
Fix our eyes on the cross of your Son, his empty tomb, and the 
sure promise of eternal life in heaven’s glory. 
  
Lord God, you know the concerns of our hearts and minds. Hear 
the public prayers we have spoken with our lips and the personal 
prayers we offer to you in our hearts, and answer them according to 
your gracious will. Increase our trust in your power and wisdom that 
we may rest secure in the plans and purposes you have for our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who preserves his Church until the end of time, when he will come again 
as king to judge all people and take his own to glory. Therefore, with all the saints 
on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song! 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen  
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 732573 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen  
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 732573 

Distribution 
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Distribution Hymn CW 558 

 

 

 

 

5 Yet as the law must be fulfilled 
    or we must die despairing, 
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 
    our human nature sharing. 
He has for us the law obeyed 
and thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 
    which over us impended. 
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6 Since Christ has full atonement made 
    and brought to us salvation, 
each Christian therefore may be glad 
    and build on this foundation. 
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 
your death is now my life indeed, 
    for you have paid my ransom. 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 
    your Word cannot be broken; 
your call rings out, “Come unto me!” 
    No falsehood have you spoken. 
Baptized into your precious name, 
my faith cannot be put to shame, 
    and I shall never perish. 

8 The law reveals the guilt of sin 
    and makes us conscience-stricken; 
but then the gospel enters in 
    the sinful soul to quicken. 
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 
the law no peace can ever give, 
    no comfort and no blessing. 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 
    and rests in him unceasing; 
and by its fruits true faith is known, 
    with love and hope increasing. 
For faith alone can justify; 
works serve our neighbor and supply 
    the proof that faith is living. 

10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 
    to Father, Son, and Spirit, 
the God who saved us by his grace; 
    all glory to his merit! 
O triune God in heav’n above, 
you have revealed your saving love; 
    your blessèd name be hallowed! 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Paul Speratus, 1484–1551, abr., alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524  
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly 
banquet you have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you 
have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. 
By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of 
the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
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Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with 
physical ailments, emoKonal hurts or the loss of a loved one; for Don Correll who 
conKnues treatment aZer surgery; for Jim Holmes and Joan Bonnet who are 
experiencing health difficulKes; for the Schmidt family who are morning the loss of 
Mackenzie but find comfort in the hope of the resurrecKon; for our Pastors, teachers 
and staff ministers as they reach the lost sheep of their communiKes with the Good 
News of Jesus; for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are 
suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant peace between Ukraine and Russia as 
well as between the warring naKons in Africa; that the Holy Spirit would work in the 
hearts of all those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are suffering 
from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to 
Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State 
Congress; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is sKll in charge 
and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to 
show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need. 
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