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                                       September 25, 2022  

                              

                                Sermon Series: Hard Truth 

 

                                          Today’s theme:  

 

                     What Seems To Help In Life Fails In Death;  

                      What Sees To Fail In Life Helps In Death  
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, in-

nocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please 

come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children 

of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

        If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

                 www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

 

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

EXPLANATION OF THE SERMON SERIES—HARD TRUTH 

“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). 

Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. If you expect Jesus to use these final 

teaching opportunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know him well. With a sense of extreme ur-

gency, Jesus shares truths we need to hear, even if we do not want to hear them. As Jesus teaches 

hard truth, he challenges conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal and natural order of things. 

This should not surprise us, considering this Teacher’s life and work are the opposite of what one 

would expect.  

 

When the truth is hard to hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We cannot do that with Jesus’ teaching, 

for he never lies. When the truth is hard to hear, the second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that 

with Jesus is to court eternal death. Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to 

heart what Jesus says! For his Word, though it contains hard truth, gives eternal life.  

 

EXPLANATION OF TODAY’S THEME: 

Last week we learned the hard truth that while money can help make life easier in some ways, it can-

not bring true happiness and fulfillment. This week we see that as much as money lets us down in life, 

its ultimate failure to deliver on its promises happens in death. Those who live with hearts filled with 

love for money and void of love for God will receive the only eternity that money can buy: one void of 

God and filled with pain. Though we might be fooled into thinking money helps in life, it will certainly fail 

us in death. Conversely, that which seems to offer little help in life will never fail us in death. The best 

example of this is the gospel. Those who hear and heed the Scriptures often appear to receive little 

benefit in life. Living by God’s Word doesn’t make life easier. In fact, faithfully following Christ often 

means a more challenging life, one filled with crosses and self-denial. Great wealth gains you the ad-

miration and respect of the world. Being true to Scripture is more likely to gain you scorn and ridicule.  

Yet those who find the help they need in God  rather than in money will never be disappointed. In 

death they will receive a reward that dwarfs even the best things money can buy.   
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OPENING HYMN                                                                 What Is The World To Me 

                         CWH 717                                 

 

  

        

 

      

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           INVOCATION 

[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of 

the Triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms] 

 

In the name of the Father and of the ╬ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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                                            CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

 

                                                           ABSOLUTION 

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the 

sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ╬ Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

[Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest worship responses 

in the Christian church.] 

 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let 

us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST (Gloria in Excelsis)  

[Throughout this order of service, we will hear and tell the story of our greatest brother, Jesus. As we sing the 

Gloria we are reminded of the song the angels sang at Jesus’ birth, a song the Christian Church has sung for 

almost 2,000 years.] 

 

      *Soloist will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

       Soloist will sing the verses. Congregation will join on the refrain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 

you for your glory.  Refrain 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.   

Refrain 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, the Father. Amen.  Refrain 

 

 

 

             PRAYER OF THE DAY 

                                 [The Prayer of the Day summarizes the theme of the day.] 

 

Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, for 

without your help we are unable to please you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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        THE WORD OF GOD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)] 

 

FIRST READING                                                            Amos 6:1-7 

At the time of Amos, the Israelites enjoyed peace and prosperity, but spiritually they were drifting away from 

the LORD. The prophet warns not to let prosperity provide a false sense of security.  
 

 
1
Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, you nota-

ble men of the foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel come! 
2
Go to Kalneh and look at it; go 

from there to great Hamath, and then go down to Gath in Philistia. Are they better off than your two 

kingdoms? Is their land larger than yours? 
3
You put off the day of disaster and bring near a reign of 

terror. 
4
You lie on beds adorned with ivory and lounge on your couches. You dine on choice lambs 

and fattened calves. 
5
You strum away on your harps like David and improvise on musical instru-

ments. 
6
You drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin 

of Joseph. 
7
Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging will end.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

      [As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing  

                  psalms. We continue this custom in our service this morning] 

    

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                              I Will Praise The Lord All My Life      

                                                                                                     CWH Psalm 146A 

 
               *Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

                         Solo voice will sing the verses. Congregation will sing the refrain. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     I will praise the Lord / all my life; 
        I will sing praise to my God as long / as I live. 
    Do not put your trust in / princes, 
        in human beings, who / cannot save. 
    Blessed are those whose help is the God of / Jacob, 
        whose hope is in the / Lord their God.    Refrain   
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    He upholds the cause of / the oppressed 
        and gives food to the / hungry. 
   The Lord sets / pris’ners free, 
        the Lord gives sight / to the blind. 
   The Lord reigns for- / ever, 
        your God, O Zion, for all generations. / Praise the Lord.  

         Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

            and to the Holy / Spirit, 

               as it was in the be- / ginning, 

                     is now, and will be forever. / Amen.  

 

         Refrain 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING                                                                                 Hebrews 13:1-6 

Because the Lord is our helper in both life and death, in all aspects of life we strive to live for him.  

        
1
Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 

2
Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, 

for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 
3
Continue to re-

member those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated 

as if you yourselves were suffering. 
4
Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept 

pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 
5
Keep your lives free from the 

love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 

 

                  “Never will I leave you;  

                        never will I forsake you.” 

 
6
So we say with confidence, 

 

            “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 

           What can mere mortals do to me?” 

       

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 
  

                [It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the  

                 gospel for the past 2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks,  

                                   we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]  

 

Please stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our 

hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]   

 

                   *Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

               Solo voice will sing the verse. Congregation will join in the refrain. 

     

    Refrain             

                                  If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets,  

                                  they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead. 

             (Luke 16:31)  

Refrain 

 

GOSPEL                                                   Luke 16:19-31 

Jesus tells us a parable about two men, one whose confidence was in his wealth, another whose confidence 

was in his God.  
 
19

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 
20

At 

his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 
21

and longing to eat what fell from 

the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
22

“The time came when the beggar 

died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. 
23

In 

Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his 

side. 
24

So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 

finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 

 
25

“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while 

Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 
26

And besides all 

this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from 

here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ 

 

 
27

“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 
28

for I have five brothers. Let 

him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 
29

“Abraham replied, ‘They 

have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 
30

“ ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if 

someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 
31

“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Mo-

ses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 

                         The children are invited to come sit in the front of the sanctuary   

            

 

                        [The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection  

                                                        to the Gospel Reading.]   

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                  Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart 

                                    CWH 817 
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SERMON                   based on Luke 16:19-31 

 

                      Our Most Valued Possession 

 

 

           CONFESSION OF FAITH   

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The 

Apostles’ Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and 

use dates to the early years of the Christian Church.]   

  

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth. 

 

     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

        born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

                  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

   He descended into hell. 

   The third day he rose again from the dead. 

   He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

            From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

         the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, 

        the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we belong 

to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all God's 

people on earth.]   

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

HYMN                       Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose The Road

                            CWH 718 
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                                                                 BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they                    

         will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or you can scan this QR code: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Serving at Worship  

                                

Pastor: Paul Horn  

Vicar: Jonah Schlomer 

Flautist: Laura Sanford 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt-Sampson 

Soloist: Chris Miller  

 

 

                                                           ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:15  

Pre-K—8th Grade—Bible history stories, apologetics, crafts, games, songs and more!   

Teens, College Students and Adults—Today we begin our new Bible Study series topic: Pre-

pared to Answer 

The Apostle Peter encourages us to "be prepared to have an answer..." Have you had a conversa-

tion with someone about the Bible, God etc and wondered, "What do I say here..."  You're not 

alone. In this series we'll look at ways to tell stories we already know (and learn new ones!) 

to answer objections to the Word of God  

Catechism Class—7th & 8th grade (after worship) - This class prepares young people for confir-

mation and receiving the Lord's Supper. We use Martin Luther's Small Catechism and the Bible as 

textbooks for an in-depth study of the six main teachings of the Bible (Ten Commandments, Apos-

tles Creed, Lord's Prayer, Baptism, Lord's Supper, Keys and Confession).   
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 CAMPUS MINISTRY 

Just as your bike or car need a tune up, such is our faith when navigating the world of the college 

experience. Please join us on Monday, September 26th at 7:00pm for Bible study, fellowship and 

food. We meet in WALC (the building across from the bell tower) in room 2121. We hope to see 

you there! 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD CHOIR 

We are putting together a choir for our 10 year anniversary/Building Dedication service on October 

9th. We would love to have YOU join us! We will be rehearsing prior to our Bible Class/Sunday 

School hour on September 25th, October 2nd and October 9th at 8:30am. Please let Liz 

Schmidt-Sampson (765-426-6729) or Becky Horn (765-609-1061) know if you’re interested in beau-

tifying our service with your voice! 

 

 

BUILDING DEDICATION AND 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Time flies when you’re having fun! It’s hard to believe, but on October 9th at 4:00pm, we will 

hold a service dedicating our new church facility and celebrating our 10th year as a congregation in 

the Greater Lafayette Area. God has blessed us richly during these past ten years, and we are hum-

bled and grateful to be reaching this milestone in our congregation’s history. More information will be 

forthcoming, but SAVE THE DATE! 

 

 

ITEM NEEDED AT CHURCH 

We currently have a need here at church. If you are interested in assisting in any of these areas, 

please email the church at loginlafayette@gmail.com: 

 

• coordinator for the anniversary/dedication meal 

 

                     Thank you in advance for your willingness to assist  

                             us in this endeavor. 

   

 

Little Town of Bethlehem preschool, a ministry of Bethlehem Lutheran in Carmel, is seeking a 

ONE-DAY-A-WEEK (or more) preschool teacher’s aide. If you have any inclination to support a min-

istry that teaches Jesus to unbaptized, unchurched children every day, please prayerfully consider 

this chance to serve the Lord. School hours are Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and pay starts 

at $16. Mrs. Schilling, our director and lead teacher, makes the aide job as challenging or easy as 

desired. No teaching degree is required, only Christian patience, help, and love. We are seeking a 

volunteer for one or more days per week, or one or more mornings per week. Your pastor has ac-

cess to a full job description. Please reach out to Cassie Schilling as soon as possible: 920-723-

8986 or ltob.preschool@gmail.com  

   

mailto:ltob.preschool@gmail.com
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HELP NEEDED 

There are several projects that the leadership team would like to tackle. If you have the skills (or 

want to learn) and the time to serve, please email the church office loginlafayette@gmail.com  

 

1. Pressure wash, scrape and paint the playground set. There will be some pieces 

     of wood that also need to be replaced. Repairing the border of the playground 

     that holds in the mulch.    

 

2. Keeping the ditch along 600N clear of garbage 

 

3. Clearing out the brush along 600N toward the west 

  

4.  Sealing leaks in the gutters, especially those on the front of the building line 

 

5. Five people willing to be trained in the use of the AED.  

 

6. This fall: cleaning up the prayer walk trail; thinning out the eastern property 

  

7. This fall: repairing the exterior of the fellowship hall    

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one;  for all those who are traveling this summer; for Patsy 

Avery who is under hospice care; for Don Correll who continues treatment after surgery; for Jim 

Holmes who is experiencing health difficulties; for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine and 

all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant peace between Ukraine and Russia 

as well as between  the warring nations in Africa; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all 

those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are suffering from abuse in the home, 

that they might seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice 

President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the current state of our world, that we remem-

ber our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give 

us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.  

mailto:loginlafayette@gmail.com
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 wisdom to Governor Holcomb,  President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State Con- 

gress; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sus- 

tain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of  

Christ as we support our neighbors in need.  

 

 

 


