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September 18, 2022 

 

                           Sermon Series: Hard Truth 

 

                             Today’s Theme: 

                         Serve God With Money; 

                              You Can’t Serve God and Money 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, inno-

cent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please come 

back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children 

of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

  If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

     www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

 

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS (www.wels.net) 

est.1850    

 

 

EXPLANATION OF TODAY’S THEME: 

There are more than 2300 Bible passages that speak about money. Why? Money is a master Satan 

frequently tempts us to serve. And that evil foe knows how successful his efforts with money can be. 

Money provides us with a false comfort and a sense of security. It serves as a source of pride. It 

serves as a wonderful tool for a favorite pastime: justifying ourselves in our own eyes and the eyes 

of others. Jesus knows that serving money makes it impossible to serve God. The human heart is 

not big enough for both. As a result, Jesus does all he can to expose the futility of serving money. 

He also helps us see that the only one truly worth serving is our gracious, loving God. When we 

serve God, money is put in its proper place. Instead of money being a lord to serve, it becomes a 

resource for serving the Lord. This is the hard truth. There is no way for us to serve both God and 

money. But we can serve God with our money. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  MICHAEL SCHULTZ DIVINE SERVICE WITH THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

 

                   INVOCATION 
[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Triune God and 

the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms] 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                                   What Is The World To Me 

                         CWH 717 
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                                                  CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

           

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 

 and purify us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:8-10)  

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.  

 

Holy God, gracious Father, 

I am sinful by nature 

And have sinned against you in my thoughts, words and actions. 

I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

I have not loved others as I should. 

I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins     

with his innocent suffering and death.  

Trusting in him I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 
 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 

[Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest wor-                                

ship responses in the Christian church.] 
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                                                               ABSOLUTION 

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the     

  sins of  penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

Our gracious Father has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his  
life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of  
Christ and by his authority I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  
╬ and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Amen.  
 

GLORY TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis) 
[Throughout this order of service, we will hear and tell the story of our greatest brother, Jesus. As we sing the Gloria 

we are reminded of the song the angels sang at Jesus’ birth, a song the Christian Church has sung for almost 2,000 

years.] 

              
                PRAYER OF THE DAY  

            [The Prayer of the Day summarizes the theme of the day.] 

 

O God, you have told us not to be anxious about what we need for this life. Move our hearts 

to seek you and your kingdom, that all good things may be given to us as well; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen.  
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                                                               THE WORD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]  

 

FIRST READING                                                                              Ecclesiastes 5:10-20 

                King Solomon knew from experience that if you serve money, you will end up disappointed.  

 
10

Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their in-

come. This too is meaningless. 
11

As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And what 

benefit are they to the owners except to feast their eyes on them?  

 
12

The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether they eat little or much, but as for the rich, their abundance 

permits them no sleep. 
13

 I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of 

its owners, 
14

or wealth lost through some misfortune, so that when they have children there is noth-

ing left for them to inherit. 
15

Everyone comes naked from their mother’s womb, and as everyone 

comes, so they depart. They take nothing from their toil that they can carry in their hands. 
16

This too 

is a grievous evil: As everyone comes, so they depart, and what do they gain, since they toil for the 

wind? 
17

All their days they eat in darkness, with great frustration, affliction and anger. 

 

 
18

This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person to eat, to drink and to 

find satisfaction in their toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given 

them—for this is their lot. 
19

Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and possessions, and the 

ability to enjoy them, to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—this is a gift of God. 
20

They seldom 

reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps them occupied with gladness of heart.  

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing psalms. We continue 

this custom in the divine service.]  

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                      Psalm 128B

                             CWH

  

       *Soloist will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

                        Soloist will sing the verses. Congregation will sing the refrain. 
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 1 Happy all those who fear the LORD, who walk in God’s pathway. 

    You will find what you long for—the riches of our God. Refrain 

   

 2 Your spouse shall be like a fruitful vine in the midst of your home, 

    your children flourish like olive plants rejoicing at your table. Refrain 

 

 3 May the blessing of God be yours all the days of your life; 

    may the peace and the love of God live always in your heart. Refrain 

 

 

SECOND READING                                                1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 

Saint Paul teaches in straightforward language that serving money will lead to spiritual destruction. But serv-

ing God with our money leads to a fulfilling life.   

 
6
But godliness with contentment is great gain. 

7
For we brought nothing into the world, and we can 

take nothing out of it. 
8
But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 

9
Those who 

want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge 

people into ruin and destruction. 
10

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, 

eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

 
17

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 

wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for 

our enjoyment. 
18

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and will-

ing to share. 
19

In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming 

age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past 2,000 years. 

Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]  

 

Please stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our 

hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]  

    

               *Soloist will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

                     Soloist will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our 

hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]  

    

               *Soloist will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

                     Soloist will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain.  

     Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

                  (Matthew 6:33)  

Refrain 

 

GOSPEL                                                          Luke 16:1-13 

All money actually belongs to God; he loans it to us to manage for his glory. Through a parable, Jesus teach-

es us to be shrewd in the way we use money to serve him.   

            
1
Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his pos-

sessions. 
2
So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of 

your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ 
3
“The manager said to himself, 

‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m 

ashamed to beg— 
4
I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into 

their houses.’ 

 
5
“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 

master?’ 
6
“ ‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.  “The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit 

down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’ 
7
“Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do 

you owe?’  “ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.  “He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it 

eight hundred.’ 
8
“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. 

For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of 

the light. 
9
I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will 

be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 
10

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted 

with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 
11

So if you 

have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 
12

And if 

you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your 

own? 
13

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money                      

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord! 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 

                    The children are invited to come to the front of the church  

 

                *The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel reading. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY             All Depends On Our Possessing 

                                      CWH 807 

   

                               

     

        5 Well he knows what best to grant me;                       6 If my days on earth he lengthen, 

           all the longing hopes that haunt me,             he my weary soul will strengthen; 

           joy and sorrow, have their day.              all my trust in him I place. 

           I shall doubt his wisdom never;              Earthly wealth is not abiding, 

           as God wills, so be it ever;               like a stream away is gliding; 

           I commit to him my way.                          safe I anchor in his grace. 
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SERMON              based on 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 

 

               Content Christian                  

 

  

 

         CONFESSION OF FAITH 

† Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the 

fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal to 

the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

       eternally begotten of the Father, 

       God from God, Light from Light, true God from true god, 

       begotten, not made, 

       of one being with the Father. 

   Through him all things were made. 

   For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

   He suffered death and was buried. 

   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

   He ascended into heaven 

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

         and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

   We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

   We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we belong 

to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all God's 

people on earth.] 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

                                               

 

         THE SACRAMENT 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord.  

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

It is good and right so to do.  

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever 

two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes 

again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 

and join their glorious song: 

  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

Isaiah 6:3  This is the song of the angels in heaven. *Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the 

second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.  
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                WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

                                                   Matthew 26:26-28 ,1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

 †As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation 

and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 

blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenev-

er you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 

PAX DOMINI (John 20:19,21,26) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

John 1:29  *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Latin: Agnus Dei), who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all.   
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DISTRIBUTION 

*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 

and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN             God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

                                    CWH 749 
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          THANKSGIVING 

SONG OF SIMEON† Luke 2:29-32 

†The Nunc Dimittis (“Now dismiss”) is also known as the “Song of Simeon.” Through God’s Word 

and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like Simeon we find divine peace and comfort 

through faith in the Savior. 

PRAYER 

 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

And his mercy endures forever.  

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our 

humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. 

We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so 

that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.   
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                                                          BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, 
            “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 

OFFERING 

[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         Serving at Worship 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Vicar: Jonah Schlomer 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt-Sampson 

Soloist: Becky Horn 

 

Ushers: 9/18: Jen and Jeff Holmes 

    9/25: Liz and Denver Sampson 
 

      ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:15  

Pre-K—8th Grade—Bible history stories, apologetics, crafts, games, songs and more!   

Teens, College Students and Adults—Today we begin our new Bible Study series topic: Pre-

pared to Answer 

The Apostle Peter encourages us to "be prepared to have an answer..." Have you had a conversa-

tion with someone about the Bible, God etc and wondered, "What do I say here..."  You're not 

alone. In this series we'll look at ways to tell stories we already know (and learn new ones!) 

to answer objections to the Word of God  

Catechism Class—7th & 8th grade (after worship) - This class prepares young people for confir-

mation and receiving the Lord's Supper. We use Martin Luther's Small Catechism and the Bible as 

textbooks for an in-depth study of the six main teachings of the Bible (Ten Commandments, Apos-

tles Creed, Lord's Prayer, Baptism, Lord's Supper, Keys and Confession).   
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Our next Mornings with Mommy session will be held  this next Thursday, Sep-

tember 22nd from 10:00-11:00am. The theme will be At The Farm. This is a 

great opportunity for parents, grandparents and guardians to spend some special 

time with their little ones. Spread the word! 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD CHOIR 

We are putting together a choir for our 10 year anniversary/Building Dedication service on October 

9th. We would love to have YOU join us! We will be rehearsing prior to our Bible Class/Sunday 

School hour on September 25th, October 2nd and October 9th at 8:30am. Please let Liz 

Schmidt-Sampson (765-426-6729) or Becky Horn (765-609-1061) know if you’re interested in beau-

tifying our service with your voice! 

 

CAMPUS MINISTRY 

Just as your bike or car need a tune up, such is our faith when navigating the world of the college 

experience. Please join us on Monday, September 19th at 7:00pm for Bible study, fellowship and 

food. We meet in WALC (the building across from the bell tower) in room 2121. We hope to see 

you there! 

 

BUNCO RETURNS!!! - Friday, September 23rd 

After a long hiatus that started with COVID, we are excited to announce the return of Bunco, a fun 

and easy game that brings with it an evening of fellowship for the women of our congregation! Have-

n’t played before? NO PROBLEM! We’ll teach you! We can take the first 12 women who sign-up. If 

we have more than 12 interested in playing, we will have a wait list so sign-up even if the first twelve 

spots are taken. The fun will begin at 7:00pm on Friday, September 23rd at 7:00pm at the 

home of Becky Horn, 50 Shadow Valley Court. Please sign up on the sheet on the serving 

counter next to the Fellowship Treat Sign-Up. Cost is $5 to play which covers the cost of 

prizes. Please plan to bring a snack or drink to share. 

 

BUILDING DEDICATION AND 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Time flies when you’re having fun! It’s hard to believe, but on October 9th at 4:00pm, we will 

hold a service dedicating our new church facility and celebrating our 10th year as a congregation in 

the Greater Lafayette Area. God has blessed us richly during these past ten years, and we are hum-

bled and grateful to be reaching this milestone in our congregation’s history. More information will be 

forthcoming, but SAVE THE DATE! 

 

ITEM NEEDED AT CHURCH 

We currently have a need here at church. If you are interested in assisting in any of these areas, 

please email the church at loginlafayette@gmail.com: 

 

• coordinator for the anniversary/dedication meal 

        

                               Thank you in advance for your willingness to assist  

                             us in this endeavor. 
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Little Town of Bethlehem preschool, a ministry of Bethlehem Lutheran in Carmel, is seeking a 

ONE-DAY-A-WEEK (or more) preschool teacher’s aide. If you have any inclination to support a 

ministry that teaches Jesus to unbaptized, unchurched children every day, please prayerfully con-

sider this chance to serve the Lord. School hours are Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and pay 

starts at $16. Mrs. Schilling, our director and lead teacher, makes the aide job as challenging or 

easy as desired. No teaching degree is required, only Christian patience, help, and love. We are 

seeking a volunteer for one or more days per week, or one or more mornings per week. Your pas-

tor has access to a full job description. Please reach out to Cassie Schilling as soon as possible: 

920-723-8986 or ltob.preschool@gmail.com  

    

HELP NEEDED 

There are several projects that the leadership team would like to tackle. If you have the skills (or 

want to learn) and the time to serve, please email the church office loginlafayette@gmail.com  

 

1.  Pressure wash, scrape and paint the playground set. There will be some pie- 

     ces of wood that also need to be replaced. Repairing the border of the play- 

     ground that holds in the mulch. 

 

2.  Keeping the ditch along 600 North clear of garbage 

 

3. Clearing out the brush along 600 North toward the west. 

 

4. Sealing leaks in the gutters, especially those on the front of the building. 

 

5. This fall: cleaning up the prayer walk trail; thinning out the eastern property   line. 

 

6. This fall: repairing the exterior of the fellowship hall. 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for Frances Dailey, friend of Liz and Denver Sampson, 

who suffered a stroke this past week; for Patsy Avery who is under hospice care in Michigantown; 

for Don Correll who continues treatment after surgery; for Jim Holmes who is experiencing health 

difficulties; for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are suffering in the 

war in Ukraine; that God grant peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring 

nations in Africa; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all those who join us for worship 

each Sunday; for all those who are suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; 

that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the 

United State Congress; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in 

charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to 

show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.  

mailto:ltob.preschool@gmail.com
mailto:loginlafayette@gmail.com

