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September 11, 2022 

 

Sermon Series: Hard Truth 

 

Today’s theme: 

The Found Are Left; The Lost Are Found 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, in-

nocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please 

come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children 

of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

EXPLANATION OF TODAY’S THEME: 

“He’s lost.” We use that term not only to refer to someone who is bewildered about where they are 

but also to refer to someone who is in a helpless, hopeless state. Mankind’s natural state is one of 

complete spiritual helplessness, a profound lostness. It manifests itself in countless ways. The one 

who simply wants God to leave him alone: lost. The one who feels she can handle life on her own: 

lost. The one who thinks he has the right to repent of his sins on his own timetable and on his own 

terms: lost. The one who thinks God owes them in some way: lost. Wandering around physically 

lost can lead to winding up in bad places. But the hard truth is that wandering around spiritually 

lost puts you in the worst place of all. Fortunately, Jesus does not leave us alone in our lostness. 

He relentlessly seeks us. He involves the rest of the Christian community in seeking the lost and 

rejoicing over the found.  

 

 

OPENING HYMN                    Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

             CWH 916 
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                                                          INVOCATION 

[We invoke, that is, call up on the name of the Triune God, to be present with us through Word and 

Sacrament. The sign of the cross is made to remind believers of their baptism in the name of the Tri-

une God.]  

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

 

                                        CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.     
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                                                            ABSOLUTION  

[“The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to 

forgive the sins of penitent sinners” Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, see also John 20:21-23] 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ╬ Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  

  [Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest 

                                      worship responses in the Christian church.] 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

SONG OF PRAISE 

     [We respond to God’s gracious forgiveness to us with a song of praise.] 

 

How Great Thou Art—CWH 612, st. 1,3,4 

 

   1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

                                   consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

         I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

         thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; (Refrain) 

 

  Refrain  Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 

                    How great thou art! How great thou art! 

                   Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 

                    How great thou art! How great thou art!  
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                        3 And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

              sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

              that on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

              he bled and died to take away my sin; (Refrain) 

 

       4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

               and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!  

                            Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

               and there proclaim: “My God, how great thou art!” (Refrain) 

                    

  

               PRAYER OF THE DAY 

                     [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.} 

                                

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, lov-

ing you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

                   THE WORD 

                      [Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]  

 

FIRST READING                                                                                                     Hosea 3:1-5 

The LORD called Hosea to seek his adulterous wife and love her again. This served as an object lesson, 

showing our God is a God who seeks and redeems those who are lost.  

 
1
The Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another man 

and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and 

love the sacred raisin cakes.” 
2
So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a 

lethek of barley. 
3
Then I told her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or 

be intimate with any man, and I will behave the same way toward you.” 
4
For the Israelites will live 

many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or household 

gods. 
5
Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the Lord their God and David their king. They 

will come trembling to the Lord and to his blessings in the last days. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing psalms. 

We continue this custom in the divine service.]  

PSALM OF THE DAY                                        Psalm 51A            

                       CWH 

  

          *Soloist will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

               Soloist will sing the verses. Congregation will sing the refrain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Have mercy on / me, O God, 

        according to your un- / failing love; 

                according to your great com- / passion 

                     blot out my trans- / gressions. 

 

     Wash away all my in- / iquity 

             and cleanse me / from my sin. 

             For I know my trans- / gressions, 

                      and my sin is always be- / fore me.   Refrain 

 

     Against you, you only, / have I sinned 

              and done what is evil / in your sight. 

                 Surely I was sin- / ful at birth, 

                       sinful from the time my mother con- / ceived me. 

 

     Cleanse me with hyssop, and I / will be clean; 

         wash me, and I will be whit- / er than snow. 

                   Hide your face / from my sins 

                       and blot out all my in- / iquity. 

 

     Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

              and to the Holy / Spirit, 

                   as it was in the be- / ginning, 

                       is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 
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SECOND READING                                                      2 Corinthians 2:5-11               

A member of the church at Corinth had been lost in sin, but through loving church discipline, had been moved 

to repent. Paul encourages the members to lovingly welcome him back.  
 
5
If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of you to some 

extent—not to put it too severely. 
6
The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient. 

7
Now 

instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sor-

row. 
8
I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him. 

9
Another reason I wrote you was to see if 

you would stand the test and be obedient in everything. 
10

Anyone you forgive, I also forgive. And 

what I have forgiven—if there was anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your 

sake, 
11

in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes. 

  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past   

                     2,000 years.  Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect  

                                                          for the words of our King.]  

 

Please stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares 

our hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]   

 

                   *Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

                Solo voice will sing the verse. Congregation will join in the refrain. 

Refrain 

 

 There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents. 

            (Luke 15:10) 

Refrain 
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GOSPEL                                                                                         Luke 15:1-10 

Through two parables, Jesus rebukes those who consider themselves already found and not in need of re-

pentance.  
     
1
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 

2
But the Pharisees 

and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
3
Then Je-

sus told them this parable: 
4
“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. 

Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 
5
And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 

6
and goes home. Then he calls his 

friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 
7
I tell you 

that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

 
8
“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the 

house and search carefully until she finds it? 
9
And when she finds it, she calls her friends and 

neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 
10

In the same way, I tell 

you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

  The children are invited to come sit in the front of the church 

 

 

        *The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel reading. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 Jesus Sinners Does Receive 

                                       CWH 654 
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    5 Oh, how blest it is to know, 

        were as scarlet my transgression, 

       it shall be as white as snow 

         by your blood and bitter passion, 

       for these words I do believe: 

      Jesus sinners does receive.  

 

     6 Now my conscience is at peace, 

        from the law I stand acquitted. 

        Christ has purchased my release 

        and my ev’ry sin remitted. 

        Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

        Jesus sinners does receive.  

 

     7 Jesus sinners does receive, 

        even I have been forgiven. 

        And when I this earth must leave, 

        I shall find an open heaven. 

        Dying, still to him I cleave: 

        Jesus sinners does receive.  

 

 

 

SERMON                                                   based on Luke 15:1-10 

          

              Jesus Seeks the Lost 

            I. He shows love and forgiveness toward the lost 

                  II. He rejoices with them when they return 
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           CONFESSION OF FAITH  

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The 

Apostles’ Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and 

use dates to the early years of the Christian Church.]   

  

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

                 maker of heaven and earth. 

 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

                    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

            born of the virgin Mary, 

              suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

                was crucified, died and was buried. 

                 He descended into hell. 

                 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

       He ascended into heaven 

                           and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty,             

       From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

                   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

                      the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints, 

                    the forgiveness of sins, 

                     the resurrection of the body, 

                               and the life everlasting. Amen      

 

 

 

 PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we belong 

to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all God's 

people on earth.] 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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HYMN                                                                                        I Run To Christ 

               CWH 833 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let 

nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy peo-

ple, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, nowand forever.  

Amen. 
 

 

 

   



12  

                                                                 BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, 

            “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click GIVE 

in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the church—

1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or you can scan this QR code: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Serving at Worship 

 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Vicar: Jonah Schlomer 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt -Sampson 

Soloist: Chris Miller 

 

Ushers: 9/11: Mark & Sandy Klockziem 

   9/18: Jeff & Jen Holmes 

 

 

                                         ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:15  

Pre-K—8th Grade—Bible history stories, apologetics, crafts, games, songs and more!   

Teens, College Students and Adults—Today we begin our new Bible Study series topic: Prepared 

to Answer 

The Apostle Peter encourages us to "be prepared to have an answer..." Have you had a conversa-

tion with someone about the Bible, God etc and wondered, "What do I say here..."  You're not alone. 

In this series we'll look at ways to tell stories we already know (and learn new ones!) to answer ob-

jections to the Word of God. 

  Catechism Class—7th & 8th grade (after worship) - This class prepares young people for confir-

mation and receiving the Lord's Supper. We use Martin Luther's Small Catechism and the Bible as 

textbooks for an in-depth study of the six main teachings of the Bible (Ten Commandments, Apostles 

Creed, Lord's Prayer, Baptism, Lord's Supper, Keys and Confession).   
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EVERYONE OUTREACH WORKSHOP 

On Friday, September 16th from 5:00-9:00pm and Saturday, September 17th from 9:00am-

2:30pm we will be holding our Everyone Outreach Workshop. This workshop is for all members 

and friends of Lamb of God, and the leadership team would love to see everyone attend! What is 

Everyone Outreach?   

 

From traditions and attitudes to unwritten rules and habits, culture is the way people behave and 

work together. But can it be transformed? We think so.  

Everyone Outreach is designed to reveal the unconscious and invisible thought habits we hold and 

help participants discover unique insights to begin the journey of transformation.  

   **Childcare will be provided** 

 

  You can sign up today using this QR code: 
 

 

 

 

BUNCO RETURNS!!! - Friday, September 23rd 

After a long hiatus that started with COVID, we are excited to announce the return of Bunco, a fun 

and easy game that brings with it an evening of fellowship for the women of our congregation! 

Haven’t played before? NO PROBLEM! We’ll teach you! We can take the first 12 women who sign-

up. If we have more than 12 interested in playing, we will have a wait list so sign-up even if the first 

twelve spots are taken. The fun will begin at 7:00pm on Friday, September 23rd at 7:00pm at 

the home of Becky Horn, 50 Shadow Valley Court. Please sign up on the sheet on the serv-

ing counter next to the Fellowship Treat Sign-Up. Cost is $5 to play which covers the cost of 

prizes. Please plan to bring a snack or drink to share. 

 

 

BUILDING DEDICATION AND 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Time flies when you’re having fun! It’s hard to believe, but on October 9th at 4:00pm, we will 

hold a service dedicating our new church facility and celebrating our 10th year as a congregation in 

the Greater Lafayette Area. God has blessed us richly during these past ten years, and we are 

humbled and grateful to be reaching this milestone in our congregation’s history. More information 

will be forthcoming, but SAVE THE DATE! 

 

 

ITEM NEEDED AT CHURCH 

We currently have a need here at church. If you are interested in assisting in any of these areas, 

please email the church at loginlafayette@gmail.com: 

 

• coordinator for the anniversary/dedication meal 

 

                 Thank you in advance for your willingness to assist us in this endeavor. 
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Little Town of Bethlehem preschool, a ministry of Bethlehem Lutheran in Carmel, is seeking a 

ONE-DAY-A-WEEK (or more) preschool teacher’s aide. If you have any inclination to support a min-

istry that teaches Jesus to unbaptized, unchurched children every day, please prayerfully consider 

this chance to serve the Lord. School hours are Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and pay starts at 

$16. Mrs. Schilling, our director and lead teacher, makes the aide job as challenging or easy as de-

sired. No teaching degree is required, only Christian patience, help, and love. We are seeking a vol-

unteer for one or more days per week, or one or more mornings per week. Your pastor has access 

to a full job description. Please reach out to Cassie Schilling as soon as possible: 920-723-8986 

or ltob.preschool@gmail.com  

 

 

HELP NEEDED 

There are several projects that the leadership team would like to tackle. If you have the skills (or 

want to learn) and the time to serve, please email the church office loginlafayette@gmail.com  

 

1.  Pressure wash, scrape and paint the playground set. There will be some pieces of wood that also     

     need to be replaced. Repairing the border of the playground that holds in the mulch. 

 

2.  Keeping the ditch along 600 North clear of garbage 

 

3. Clearing out the brush along 600 North toward the west. 

 

4. Sealing leaks in the gutters, especially those on the front of the building 

 

5. This fall: cleaning up the prayer walk trail; thinning out the eastern property   line. 

 

6. This fall: repairing the exterior of the fellowship hall. 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for Patsy Avery who is under hospice care in Michigan-

town; for Don Correll who continues treatment after surgery; for Jim Holmes who is experiencing 

health difficulties; for our Pastors, teachers and staff ministers as they reach the lost sheep of their 

communities with the Good News of Jesus; for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all 

those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant peace between Ukraine and Russia as 

well as between the warring nations in Africa; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all 

those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are suffering from abuse in the home, 

that they might seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice 

President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the current state of our world, that we remem-

ber our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give 

us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.  
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