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     September 4, 2022 

 

                          Sermon Series: Hard Truth 

 

                                   Today’s Theme:  

 

             Put Down What You Love; Pick Up What You Loathe 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come 

from— and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by chil-

dren of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

        If you would like to know more about Lamb of God,  

           visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

 

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

 

EXPLANATION OF THE THEME OF THE DAY: 

It is an unavoidable hard truth. Our relationship with Jesus will put us in situations where we must 

decide where love for him ranks compared to love for other people and things. And Jesus is not 

content to be one of many important things in our life; he wants to be first. He wants us to follow 

his Word unwaveringly, even when he asks us to do difficult things. As a result, following Jesus 

will force us to let go of things we love and embrace things we would naturally loath. Jesus is lov-

ing and honest. He doesn’t hide this hard truth! Instead, he tells us up front that we must count the 

cost of following him. That means calculating what we might have to give up as his followers. He 

wants us to do that now, ahead of time, rather than waiting until we are in the heat of the moment 

and emotions are running high. However, our calculations should not only consider what we might 

give up for Jesus. They also entail calculating what we get through him! When we perceive the 

infinite blessings we find in Christ, the decisions we must make, while difficult, will be clear. What-

ever is lost as we follow Jesus pales in comparison to what we gain. 

  

 

  OPENING HYMN                                         Jesus Calls Us O’er The Tumult 

                                                    CWH 711 
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OPENING HYMN               Jesus Calls Us O’er The Tumult 

                CWH 711 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             INVOCATION 

[We invoke, that is, call up on the name of the Triune God, to be present with us through Word and Sacra-

ment. The sign of the cross is made to remind believers of their baptism in the name of the Triune God.]  

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
 
       CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
Dear  friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 

     For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

     For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

     For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins, Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
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                                                      ABSOLUTION  

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the  

  sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in  

Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

[Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest worship responses  

in the Christian church.] 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.    

 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to sus- 

tain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may be 

brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

For patience and perseverance in this life, that we many not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD (Luke 2:14)                    Sung to the tune of hymn 601 

Gloria in Excelsis                                                  CWH 

 

 

    All glory be to God on high! 

    Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 

    We praise you for your peace and grace,  

    Your favor toward our fallen race. 

 

    Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 

    For your great glory, heav’nly King,  

    For all, O Father, you have done  

    Through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 
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    O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

    You take all human sin away. 

    Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  

    From God’s right hand, your mercy share 

 

    You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;  

    The Father’s glory you made known.  

    We by your Spirit sing again: 

    “All glory be to God!” Amen.   

 

 

 

               PRAYER OF THE DAY 

          [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

Let us pray. 

  

O merciful Lord, you did not spare your only Son but delivered him up for us all. Grant us 

courage and strength to take up the cross and follow him, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

                                                              THE WORD 
                                   [Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]  

 

FIRST READING                                                  Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Through Moses, the LORD sets two paths before Israel: one leading to life, the other to death. Life was found 

in listening to God’s voice.   

         
15

See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 
16

For I command you today 

to love the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his commands, decrees and 

laws; then you will live and increase, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land you are en-

tering to possess. 
17

But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn 

away to bow down to other gods and worship them, 
18

I declare to you this day that you will certainly 

be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 
19

This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life 

and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live 
20

and that 

you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the Lord is your life, 

and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob.     

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing     

                    psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.]  

PSALM OF THE DAY             Psalm 1A 

                                                          CWH 

 

            *Soloist will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

                    Soloist will sing the verses. Congregation will sing the refrain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

       

                            Blessed is the one who / does not walk 

              in step with the / wicked 

         or stand in the way that / sinners take 

              or sit in the company of / mockers, 

         but whose delight is in the law / of the Lord, 

             and who meditates on his law / day and night. 

         That person is like a tree planted by streams of / water, 

             which yields its fruit in / season 

         and whose leaf does not / wither— 

             whatever they do / prospers.     Refrain 

 

         Not so the / wicked! 

             They are like chaff that the wind / blows away. 

         Therefore the wicked will not stand in the / judgment, 

                 nor sinners in the assembly of the / righteous.     Refrain 

  

         For the Lord watches over the way of the / righteous, 

             but the way of the wicked leads to de- / struction. 

         Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

             and to the Holy / Spirit, 

         as it was in the be- / ginning, 

             is now, and will be forever. / Amen.     Refrain 
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SECOND READING                                   Philemon 1:1,7-12 

The case of the escaped slave, Onesimus, returning to his owner, Philemon, is a perfect example of the cost 

involved in following Jesus. Paul encourages Philemon to free Onesimus and embrace him as a brother.  

 
1
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and fellow 

worker— 

 
7
Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the 

hearts of the Lord’s people. 
8
Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what 

you ought to do, 
9
yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an 

old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 
10

that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who 

became my son while I was in chains. 
11

Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become 

useful both to you and to me. 
12

I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 
13

I would 

have liked to keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains 

for the gospel. 
14

But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do 

would not seem forced but would be voluntary. 
15

Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for 

a little while was that you might have him back forever— 
16

no longer as a slave, but better than a 

slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as 

a brother in the Lord. 
17

So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 
18

If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 
19

I, Paul, am writing this with 

my own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 
20

I do wish, brother, 

that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 
21

Confident of your 

obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past 

2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the words of our 

King.]  

 

 

Please stand 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our hearts to hear 

the Gospel reading. 

 

                                Alleluia! Alleluia! 

                    Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. (John 6:68) 

                            Alleluia! 
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 GOSPEL READING               Luke 14:25-35 

Jesus teaches us that truly following him will come at a cost: the need to carry a cross, the need to give up 

everything. Count the cost.  

 
25

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 
26

“If anyone comes to me 

and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own 

life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 
27

And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me 

cannot be my disciple. 
28

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and 

estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 
29

For if you lay the foundation 

and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 
30

saying, ‘This person began to 

build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 
31

“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. 

Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one 

coming against him with twenty thousand? 
32

If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the oth-

er is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 
33

In the same way, those of you who do not 

give up everything you have cannot be my disciples. 
34

“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how 

can it be made salty again? 
35

It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Please be seated 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

                          Children are invited to sit in the front of the sanctuary. 

 

     *The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel reading. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                          Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 

                CWH 694 
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SERMON                                              based on Luke 14:25-35 

                                            God and Family?  

                                  Or 

                        Family and God? 

 

 

          CONFESSION OF FAITH  

† Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in 

the fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, 

equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity. 

 

  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

          maker of heaven and earth, 

          of all that is, 

          seen and unseen. 

 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

         eternally begotten of the Father, 

         God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

         begotten, not made, 

         of one being with the Father. 

                        Through him all things were made. 
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       For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

          was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

          and became truly human. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered death and was buried. 

     On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 

 He ascended into heaven 

       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

   We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

   We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

    [The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we  

belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all    

       God's people on earth.] 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

          THE SACRAMENT 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is good and right so to do.  
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever 

two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes 

again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 

and join their glorious song: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)          

Isaiah 6:3 This is the song of the angels in heaven. *Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early 

as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth 

century. 

 

       1 O holy, holy, holy    2 Hosanna in the highest! 

             Lord God of pow’r and might,        How truly blest is he 

          Your glory, earth and heaven     Who in God’s name is coming 

          In countless ways recite.         To set his people free! 

             Hosanna! Come and save us,      He comes to bring salvation 

                 Lord God of hosts on high,        And with his blood outpoured, 

              And in your grace and mercy      Deliver us from bondage— 

           Receive our fervent cry.          Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

 

                   Sung to the hymn tune of CWH 908 

                        

 

                                                      WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

                                                Matthew 26:26-28 ,1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

 †As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation 

                       and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is  

my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 

PAX DOMINI (John 20:19,21,26) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.   

 

 

LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

   John 1:29  *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Latin: Agnus Dei), who was offered as a  sacrifice for sin once for all.   
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DISTRIBUTION* 

*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 

and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN                               Why Should Cross And Trial Grieve Me 

                 CWH 831
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SONG OF SIMEON† (Nunc Dimittis)          Sung to the hymn tune of CWH 916 

Luke 2:29-32           

 

     1 O Lord, now let your servant    

                Depart in peace, assured:    

          For I have seen your promised   , 

                 Incarnate, saving Word—     

           A Light that will enlighten     

                 All gloom where Gentiles dwell;   

       The brilliant, crowning glory    

               Of those in Israel!         
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PRAYER 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to eat 

and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will 

receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

                                                    BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, 
            “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click     

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code: 

 

      

      

 

 

 

      Serving at Worship 

 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Liturgist: Vicar Jonah Schlomer 

Pianist: Aaron Hartzell 

Soloist: Bethany Price 
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          ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR 

We’ll finish up with our Bible Basics study next Sunday, September 4th.  

 

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 11TH 

Pre-K—6th Grade—Bible history stories and how they point to Christ 

7th & 8th grade, Teens, College Students and Adults—we will begin a new Bible Study series. 

 

 

Our Mornings with Mommy outreach will start up again for the year on Thurs-

day, September 8th from 10:00am-11:00am. The theme will be Bugs, 

Worms and Little Things. This is great opportunity for parents, grandparents 

and guardians to spend some special time with their little ones. Spread the 

word! 

 
 
 
EVERYONE OUTREACH WORKSHOP 

On Friday, September 16th from 5:00-9:00pm and Saturday, September 17th from 9:00am-

2:30pm we will be holding our Everyone Outreach Workshop. This workshop is for all members 

and friends of Lamb of God, and the leadership team would love to see everyone attend! What is 

Everyone Outreach?   

 

From traditions and attitudes to unwritten rules and habits, culture is the way people behave and 

work together. But can it be transformed? We think so. Everyone Outreach is designed to reveal the 

unconscious and invisible thought habits we hold and help participants discover unique insights to 

begin the journey of transformation.  

                      **Childcare will be provided** 

 
 
You can sign up today using this QR code: 

 

 

 

 

BUNCO RETURNS!!! - Friday, September 23rd 

After a long hiatus that started with COVID, we are excited to announce the return of Bunco, a fun 

and easy game that brings with it an evening of fellowship for the women of our congregation! 

Haven’t played before? NO PROBLEM! We’ll teach you! We can take the first 12 women who sign-

up. If we have more than 12 interested in playing, we will have a wait list so sign-up even if the first 

twelve spots are taken. The fun will begin at 7:00pm on Friday, September 23rd at 7:00pm at 

the home of Becky Horn, 50 Shadow Valley Court. Please sign up on the sheet on the serv-

ing counter next to the Fellowship Treat Sign-Up. Cost is $5 to play which covers the cost of 

prizes. Please plan to bring a snack or drink to share. 
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BUILDING DEDICATION AND 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Time flies when you’re having fun! It’s hard to believe, but on October 9th at 4:00pm, we will 

hold a service dedicating our new church facility and celebrating our 10th year as a congregation in 

the Greater Lafayette Area. God has blessed us richly during these past ten years, and we are 

humbled and grateful to be reaching this milestone in our congregation’s history. More information 

will be forthcoming, but SAVE THE DATE! 

 

 

ITEM NEEDED AT CHURCH 

We currently have a need here at church. If you are interested in assisting in any of these areas, 

please email the church at loginlafayette@gmail.com: 

 

• coordinator for the anniversary/dedication meal 

 

                     Thank you in advance for your willingness to assist  

                           us in this endeavor. 

 

 

HELP NEEDED 

There are several projects that the leadership team would like to tackle. If you have the skills (or 

want to learn) and the time to serve, please email the church office loginlafayette@gmail.com  

 

1.  Pressure wash, scrape and paint the playground set. There will be some pie- 

     ces of wood that also need to be replaced. Repairing the border of the play- 

     ground that holds in the mulch. 

 

2.  Keeping the ditch along 600 North clear of garbage 

 

3. Clearing out the brush along 600 North toward the west. 

 

4. Sealing leaks in the gutters, especially those on the front of the building 

 

5. This fall: cleaning up the prayer walk trail; thinning out the eastern property   line. 

 

6.   This fall: repairing the exterior of the fellowship hall. 

 

Prayer Requests  

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for Patsy Avery who is under hospice care in Michigan-

town; for Don Correll who continues treatment after surgery; for JW Holmes who continues to re-

cover from open heart surgery; for Jim Holmes who is experiencing health difficulties; for our broth-

ers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God 

mailto:loginlafayette@gmail.com
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grant peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring  nations in Africa; that the 

Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those 

who are suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to 

Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the 

current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give 

us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support 

our neighbors in need.  


