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                                       August 14, 2022  

                              

                              Sermon Series: Hard Truth 

 

                                       Today’s theme:  

                  We Want Peace, But God’s Word Divides 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, in-

nocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please 

come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children 

of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

        If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

                 www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

 

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

 

EXPLANATION OF THE SERMON SERIES—HARD TRUTH 

“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). 

Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. If you expect Jesus to use these final 

teaching opportunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know him well. With a sense of extreme ur-

gency, Jesus shares truths we need to hear, even if we do not want to hear them. As Jesus teaches 

hard truth, he challenges conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal and natural order of things. 

This should not surprise us, considering this Teacher’s life and work are the opposite of what one 

would expect.  

 

When the truth is hard to hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We cannot do that with Jesus’ teaching, 

for he never lies. When the truth is hard to hear, the second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that 

with Jesus is to court eternal death. Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to 

heart what Jesus says! For his Word, though it contains hard truth, gives eternal life.  

 

EXPLANATION OF TODAY’S THEME: 

We often divide humanity into groupings that are not really significant: this ethnic group versus that 

one, men versus women, wealthy versus the poor. Yet, every ethnic group is under God’s law. That 

law convicts both men and women of sin. Because of sin, the wealthy and the poor will both die. Only 

through faith in Christ is sin forgiven and the sting of death removed. God’s Word creates that saving 

faith, but not in everyone who hears it. Fallen man retains the awful power to resist the working of the 

Spirit inside him… to reject the gift of faith. Therefore, God’s Word produces the only people grouping 

that ultimately matters: believers and unbelievers. We want to overcome division and live in peace with 

other people. Here is a hard truth: total peace is impossible for the believer to achieve. Those who em-

brace the gospel in faith will inevitably face hostility and opposition. Following Jesus will come at price. 

Yet he promises us our perseverance will be rewarded.  
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OPENING HYMN                                                                                 O Church, Arise 

                  CW 870                                 
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                                                  INVOCATION 

[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of 

the Triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms] 

 

In the name of the Father and of the ╬ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

                                           CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

 

 

                                                           ABSOLUTION 

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the 

sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ╬ Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 

[Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest worship responses 

in the Christian church.] 

 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let 

us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST (Gloria in Excelsis)  

[Throughout this order of service, we will hear and tell the story of our greatest brother, Jesus. As we sing the 

Gloria we are reminded of the song the angels sang at Jesus’ birth, a song the Christian Church has sung for 

almost 2,000 years.] 

 

      *Soloist will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

       Soloist will sing the verses. Congregation will join on the refrain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 

you for your glory.  Refrain 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.   

Refrain 
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For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, the Father. Amen.  Refrain 

 

 

 

                              PRAYER OF THE DAY 
                                     [The Prayer of the Day summarizes the theme of the day.] 

 

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your presence 

and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always be pleasing to 

you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have promised; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

        

        THE WORD OF GOD 
[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)] 

 

FIRST READING                                                Jeremiah 23:23-29 

                                   The Word of the LORD divides what is true from what is false.  
 
23

“Am I only a God nearby,” declares the Lord, and not a God far away? 
24

Who can hide in secret 

places so that I cannot see them?” declares the Lord. “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the 

Lord. 
25

“I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a 

dream! I had a dream!’ 
26

How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who 

prophesy the delusions of their own minds? 
27

They think the dreams they tell one another will make 

my people forget my name, just as their ancestors forgot my name through Baal worship. 
28

Let the 

prophet who has a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For 

what has straw to do with grain?” declares the Lord. 
29

“Is not my word like fire,” declares the Lord, 

“and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

      [As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing  

                  psalms. We continue this custom in our service this morning] 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                          I Will Lie Down and Sleep In Peace      

                                                                                                           CW Psalm 4B 

 

               *Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

                         Solo voice will sing the verses. Congregation will sing the refrain. 
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Answer me when I / call to you, 

    my / righteous God. 

       Give me relief from / my distress; 

           have mercy on me and / hear my prayer.   Refrain 

  

Tremble and / do not sin; 

    when you are on your beds, search your hearts and be / silent. 

        Offer the sacrifices of the / righteous 

            and trust / in the Lord.    Refrain 

  

Many, Lord, are asking, “Who will bring us pros- / perity?” 

    Let the light of your face / shine on us. 

        In peace I will lie / down and sleep, 

            for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in / safety. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING                                                                               Hebrews 12:1-13 

    The Hebrews who converted to Christianity faced great opposition. They were often divided from their  

        friends, separated from their livelihood. How would they persevere? By fixing their eyes on Jesus.  

 
1
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 

that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked 

out for us, 
2
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3
Con-

sider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
4
In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 

5
And 

have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father address-

es his son? It says, 
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             “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 

                   and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 

   
6
because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

         and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”    

    

7
Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disci-

plined by their father? 
8
If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are 

not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 
9
Moreover, we have all had human fathers who 

disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spir-

its and live! 
10

They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our 

good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 
11

No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but 

painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have 

been trained by it. 
12

Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 
13

“Make level paths for 

your feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

                  [It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the  

                   gospel for the past 2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks,  

                                  we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]  

 

Please stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our 

hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]   

 

                   *Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

               Solo voice will sing the verse. Congregation will join in the refrain. 

     

 

                Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,  

                       because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

                   (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

Refrain 
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GOSPEL                                                  Luke 12:49-53 

         Jesus was fully aware that his work would cause division that would often cut close to home.   

 
49

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 
50

But I have a bap-

tism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! 
51

Do you think I came to bring 

peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 
52

From now on there will be five in one family divided 

against each other, three against two and two against three. 
53

They will be divided, father against 

son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law 

against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

                         The children are invited to come to the front to sit with Pastor Horn         

            

 

                        [The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection  

                                                        to the Gospel Reading.]   

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                      O Holy Spirit, Enter In 

                                       CW 590 
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SERMON               based on Hebrews 12:1-13 

 

                      Is It Worth It? 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH   

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The 

Apostles’ Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and 

use dates to the early years of the Christian Church.]   

  

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth. 

 

     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

        born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

                  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

   He descended into hell. 

   The third day he rose again from the dead. 

   He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

            From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

         the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, 

        the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

     

                  INSTALLATION OF A PASTORAL VICAR 

               This rite is used when a seminarian is installed as a pastoral vicar.       

                                  

Brothers and sisters, our church body has established ministerial education schools so that Christ’s 

church may have qualified men and women to serve God’s people. 

  

Jonah Schlomer has completed a portion of the training we consider necessary for service in the 

pastoral ministry. To further his training, he has been called to our congregation to gain experience 

in the regular work of the ministry under a supervising pastor. He will preach and preside at worship; 

he will teach our children, teens, and adults; he will reach out to the lost in our community and visit 

those among us who are sick and dying. He will diligently study the Scriptures, so that he may learn 

to proclaim faithfully the law and the gospel to the people the Savior loves. He will observe how the 

members of Lamb of God and Pastor Horn work together for the benefit of Christ’s kingdom. 

 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, St. Paul has instructed the church that those who are called to serve in 

the public ministry of the gospel must possess certain qualifications. He wrote in his first letter to 

Timothy: 

  

“Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. Now the overseer is to be above re-

proach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not giv-

en to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage 

his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full 

respect. He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same 

judgment as the devil. He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall in-

to disgrace and into the devil’s trap.” 

  

Vicar Schlomer, you have been assigned and called to serve as a vicar under my guidance in this 

congregation. This is an important part of your preparation for the pastoral ministry. I now ask you 

before God and his people: Are you willing to apply yourself faithfully to your work and carry out the 

responsibilities given to you? 

I am, and I ask God to help me. 

 

 

INSTALLATION 

Jonah Schlomer, I install you as a vicar at Lamb of God Lutheran Church in the name of the Father 

and of the ╬ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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PRAYER 

Eternal God, pour out your blessing on Vicar Schlomer who desires to serve your people as a pas-

tor. Deepen his love for you as he recalls your grace to him. Strengthen his confidence in your Word 

and sacraments. Instill in him a deep desire to help those who have been redeemed by your Son 

and give him joy as he honors you in his service to your people. Keep in your care all those students 

who are preparing for the public ministry of the gospel. Raise up a new generation of workers who 

will go into your world proclaiming the good news of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

DISMISSAL/BLESSING 

Go, then, and take up the work to which you have been called. Do your best to present yourself to 

God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the 

word of truth. The Lord lead you to grow in faithfulness, wisdom, and love. May he bless you and 

make you to be a blessing to many as you learn and labor among us. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

HYMN                Dear Lord, To Your True Servants Give 

                      CW 896 
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                                                                 BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they                    

         will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or you can scan this QR code: 
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                Serving at Worship 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt-Sampson 

Soloist: Becky Horn  

Instrumentalists: Alex Becker, Calliope and Jason Horn 

 
 

 

                                                             ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BIBLE BASICS CLASS 

Looking to learn more about the Bible, God, who you are and where you fit in this world? 

You need to take Bible Basics!  

 

                Sundays at 9:00am 

                     It’s not too late to join in this class.  

 

Bible Basics is a 12-lesson course that takes a fair, honest look at the main teachings of Christianity 

as they are found in the Bible. No matter what your religious beliefs or spiritual background, 

this class is intended for you! 

Before you make up your mind about church or religion, you owe it to yourself to hear what the Bible 

actually says – about God’s love for you, and about his plan for your life. Come enjoy a cup of coffee 

and explore the Bible in a relaxed, non-judgmental setting. Scheduling is flexible, and we start new 

classes all the time. If you’re interested in hearing more about this class, e-mail Pastor Paul 

Horn, loginlafayette@gmail.com  

 

 

FELLOWSHIP MEAL 

Please join us after the service for lunch as we welcome Vicar Schlomer, his wife, Sierra, and their 

families to our congregation. 

 

 

VICAR MOVE-IN DATE—AUGUST 17th 

We will be assisting our new Vicar and his wife, Jonah and Sierra Schlomer, as they move into their 

apartment on August 17th. We will need help after 4:00pm on that date. Please speak with Pas-

tor Horn if you are available to assist. In addition, check your email for opportunities through 

Sign-Up Genius to provide various items for the Schlomers. 

 

 

CAMPUS MINISTRY WELCOME SUNDAY—AUGUST 28th 

We will officially welcome our college students back on Sunday, August 28th. Please watch your 

email for an opportunity through Sign-Up Genius to provide needed items for our potluck that 

day. 

mailto:loginlafayette@gmail.com
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EVERYONE OUTREACH WORKSHOP 

On Friday, September 16th from 5:00-9:00pm and Saturday, September 17th from 9:00am-

2:30pm we will be holding our Everyone Outreach Workshop. This workshop is for all members 

and friends of Lamb of God, and the leadership team would love to see everyone attend! What is 

Everyone Outreach?   

 

From traditions and attitudes to unwritten rules and habits, culture is the way people behave and 

work together. But can it be transformed? We think so. Everyone Outreach is designed to reveal the 

unconscious and invisible thought habits we hold and help participants discover unique insights to 

begin the journey of transformation.  

                     **Childcare will be provided** 

 

 

BUILDING DEDICATION AND 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Time flies when you’re having fun! It’s hard to believe, but on October 9th at 4:00pm, we will 

hold a service dedicating our new church facility and celebrating our 10th year as a congregation in 

the Greater Lafayette Area. God has blessed us richly during these past ten years, and we are hum-

bled and grateful to be reaching this milestone in our congregation’s history. More information will be 

forthcoming, but SAVE THE DATE! 

 

 

ITEMS NEEDED AT CHURCH 

We currently have a few needs here at church. If you are interested in assisting in any of these are-

as, please email the church at loginlafayette@gmail.com: 

 

• a pair of computer speakers for the video projector in the fellowship hall  

 

•  coordinator for the Campus Ministry meal 

 

•  coordinator for the Everyone Outreach workshop meals/snacks 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with  physical ailments,  

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for Patsy Avery who is  under hospice care in Michigan- 

town; for Vicar and Sierra Schlomer as Vicar begins his year with us; for all those who are starting  

back to school this week; for Don Correll; who continues treatment after surgery; for JW Holmes who  

continues to recover from open heart surgery; for Jim Holmes who is experiencing health difficulties;  

for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine;  

that God grant peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring nations in Africa;  

that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all  

those who are suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the Lord grant  
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 wisdom to Governor Holcomb,  President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State Con- 

gress; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sus- 

tain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of  

Christ as we support our neighbors in need.  


