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August 7, 2022 

 

Sermon Series: Focused 

 

Today’s theme: 

Focused Living Properly Values Heavenly Wealth 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come 

from— and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by chil-

dren of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

 

 

EXPLANATION OF THE THEME OF THE DAY:                       

Last week Jesus warned us against overvaluing earthly wealth. This week Jesus warns against 

undervaluing heavenly treasure. Last week, Jesus exposed the folly of greed. This week, Jesus 

exposes the folly of worry, even when faced with the prospect of having a shortage of earthly 

wealth. This week might be the bigger challenge! When it seems we lack providence or protection 

for our daily lives, it can be hard to avoid worry. But Jesus focuses us. He points to creatures that 

do not labor or toil, yet are daily fed and clothed. Even more Jesus points to our Father who prom-

ises to give us the heavenly treasures of his kingdom. Jesus assures us that Father will throw in 

needed earthly possessions as well. We can pursue heavenly treasure wholeheartedly, confident 

that our Father knows all we need. 
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OPENING HYMN                                       We Walk By Faith 
                                             CW 830 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

                                                               

 

            INVOCATION 

   [We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the 

                         Triune God and the sign of the cross, remind worshipers of their baptisms.] 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

     CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, ask-

ing him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in 

my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 

this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY  (Kyrie) 

[Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest worship 

responses in the Christian church.] 

 

Lord, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

 

                  ABSOLUTION 

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the 

sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only son to be the atoning sac-

rifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 
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                  PRAYER OF THE DAY  

                       [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray and willing 

to give far more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your mer-

cy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good 

things for which we are not worthy to ask except through the merits and mediation of your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

 

THE WORD 

                             [Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)]  

   

FIRST READING                                                                   Genesis 15:1-6 

                                             In faith, Abram treasured all the LORD’s gracious promises.  

 
1
After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 

 

                “Do not be afraid, Abram. 

        I am your shield, 

              your very great reward.” 

 
2
But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who 

will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3
And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so 

a servant in my household will be my heir.” 
4
Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will  
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not be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 
5
He took him outside 

and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to 

him, “So shall your offspring be.”  
6
Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteous-

ness. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing 

                                 psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.]  

  

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                Psalm 121D 

                 Keep Me As The Apple Of Your Eye 

 

           The congregation will sing the entire Psalm during today’s service. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         I lift up my eyes to the / mountains— 

            where does my help / come from? 

    My help comes / from the Lord, 

             the maker of heav- / en and earth. 

    He will not let your / foot slip— 

          he who watches over you will not / slumber; 

    indeed, he who watches over / Israel 

          will neither slum- / ber nor sleep.   Refrain 
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       The Lord watches / over you— 

          the Lord is your shade at / your right hand; 

    the sun will not harm / you by day, 

        nor the / moon by night. 

    The Lord will keep you / from all harm— 

        he will watch o- / ver your life; 

    the Lord will watch over your coming and / going 

        both now and for- / evermore. 

    Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

        and to the Holy / Spirit, 

    as it was in the be- / ginning, 

        is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

         

 

                            

Second Reading                                                                                            Hebrews 11:1–3,8–16 

The gift of faith allows us to see that treasure that is found in the city whose architect and builder is 

God.  

 
1
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 

2
This is what 

the ancients were commended for. 
3
By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s 

command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 

 
8
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed 

and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 
9
By faith he made his home in the 

promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who 

were heirs with him of the same promise. 
10

For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, 

whose architect and builder is God. 
11

And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was 

enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had made the promise. 
12

And so 

from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 

and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 

 
13

All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; 

they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and 

strangers on earth. 
14

People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their 

own. 
15

If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to re-

turn. 
16

Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

                      



8  

 

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past 2,000 years.  

 Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]  

                                            

 Please stand 

         

                GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our 

hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]   

 

          Do not be afraid, little flock,  

                 for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  

                  (Luke 12:32) 

   

GOSPEL                                                        Luke 12:22-34 

      Jesus assures us we have a Father in heaven who knows what we need better than we do.  

 
22

Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 

eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 
23

For life is more than food, and the body more than 

clothes. 
24

Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God 

feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 
25

Who of you by worrying can add a 

single hour to your life? 
26

Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 
27

“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in 

all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 
28

If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, 

which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of 

little faith! 
29

And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 
30

For the 

pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 
31

But seek his 

kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 
32

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father 

has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 
33

Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide 

purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief 

comes near and no moth destroys. 
34

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

    

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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*The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and  

connection to the day's Gospel. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                               How Firm A Foundation 

                  CW 800 
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SERMON                                                    based on ??? 
 

 

                                                       Sermon Title 

 

 

 

                   CONFESSION OF FAITH 

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

 remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The 

Apostles’ Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and 

use dates to the early years of the Christian Church.]   

 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

          maker of heaven and earth. 

 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

             who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

         born of the virgin Mary, 

         suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

         was crucified, died and was buried. 

      He descended into hell. 

                         The third day he rose again from the dead. 

                         He ascended into heaven 

          and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty,  

        From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

             the holy Christian Church, 

      the communion of saints, 

                  the forgiveness of sins, 

                        the resurrection of the body, 

                          and the life everlasting. Amen  

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since 

we belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and 

struggles of all God's people on earth.]   

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory  are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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HYMN                         Children Of The Heavenly Father 

                                                              CW 502 

 

 

    

 

PRAYER 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our 

humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. 

We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that 

we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

                         BLESSING  

Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD commanded Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless his people so that he 

might put his name on them. This blessing connects us to God’s people and his promises 3,500 

years later.] 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. (Numbers 6:22-27)  

Amen.   

 

 



12  

OFFERING 

[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code: 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

       

 

 

                                                   Serving at Worship  

Liturgist: Christ Miller 

Pastor  

Pianist: Liz Schmidt-Sampson 

  

 

 

                                                      ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BIBLE BASICS CLASS 

Looking to learn more about the Bible, God, who you are and where you fit in this world? 

You need to take Bible Basics!  

 

                                                       Sundays at 9:00am 

                      It’s not too late to join in this class.  

 

Bible Basics is a 12-lesson course that takes a fair, honest look at the main teachings of Christiani-

ty as they are found in the Bible. No matter what your religious beliefs or spiritual background, 

this class is intended for you! 

Before you make up your mind about church or religion, you owe it to yourself to hear what the Bi-

ble actually says – about God’s love for you, and about his plan for your life. Come enjoy a cup of 

coffee and explore the Bible in a relaxed, non-judgmental setting. Scheduling is flexible, and we 

start new classes all the time. If you’re interested in hearing more about this class, e-mail Pastor 

Paul Horn, loginlafayette@gmail.com 

 

 

VICAR INSTALLATION DATE—AUGUST 14th 

Our new Vicar, Jonah Schlomer, will be installed during our regular 10:30am church service 

on August 14th. We will host a fellowship meal after the service. The majority of the meal will be 

covered by Lamb of God funds, but please check your email for items needed through Sign-Up 

Genius. 
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VICAR MOVE-IN DATE—AUGUST 17th 

We will be assisting our new Vicar and his wife, Jonah and Sierra Schlomer, as they move into their 

apartment on August 17th. We will need help after 4:00pm on that date. Please speak with Pas-

tor Horn if you are available to assist. In addition, check your email for opportunities through 

Sign-Up Genius to provide various items for the Schlomers. 

 

 

CAMPUS MINISTRY WELCOME SUNDAY—AUGUST 28th 

We will officially welcome our college students back on Sunday, August 28th. Please watch your 

email for an opportunity through Sign-Up Genius to provide needed items for our potluck that day. 

 

 

EVERYONE OUTREACH WORKSHOP 

On Friday, September 16th from 5:00-9:00pm and Saturday, September 17th from 9:00am-

2:30pm we will be holding our Everyone Outreach Workshop. This workshop is for all members 

and friends of Lamb of God, and the leadership team would love to see everyone attend! What is 

Everyone Outreach?   

 

From traditions and attitudes to unwritten rules and habits, culture is the way people behave and 

work together. But can it be transformed? We think so. Everyone Outreach is designed to reveal the 

unconscious and invisible thought habits we hold and help participants discover unique insights to 

begin the journey of transformation.  

                     **Childcare will be provided** 

 

 

BUILDING DEDICATION AND 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Time flies when you’re having fun! It’s hard to believe, but on October 9th at 4:00pm, we will 

hold a service dedicating our new church facility and celebrating our 10th year as a congregation in 

the Greater Lafayette Area. God has blessed us richly during these past ten years, and we are hum-

bled and grateful to be reaching this milestone in our congregation’s history. More information will be 

forthcoming, but SAVE THE DATE! 

 

 

ITEMS NEEDED AT CHURCH 

We currently have a few needs here at church. If you are interested in assisting in any of these are-

as, please email the church at loginlafayette@gmail.com: 

 

• a pair of computer speakers for the video projector in the fellowship hall  

 

• someone who loves geocaching! We'd like to hide a cache on our trail at   

      church and post it for the geocaching world   

 

•  coordinator for the Campus Ministry meal 

 

•  coordinator for the Everyone Outreach workshop meals/snacks 
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HELP NEEDED 

There are several projects that the leadership team would like to tackle. If you have the skills (or 

want to learn) and the time to serve, please email the church office loginlafayette@gmail.com  

 

1.  Pressure wash, scrape and paint the playground set. There will be some pie- 

     ces of wood that also need to be replaced. Repairing the border of the play- 

     ground that holds in the mulch. 

 

2.  Keeping the ditch along 600 North clear of garbage 

 

3. Clearing out the brush along 600 North toward the west. 

 

4. Sealing leaks in the gutters, especially those on the front of the building 

5. This fall: cleaning up the prayer walk trail; thinning out the eastern property   line. 

 

6.  This fall: repairing the exterior of the fellowship hall. 

   

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments,  

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for Patsy Avery who is under hospice care in Michigan 

town; for all those for all those who are traveling  this summer; for Don Correll who continues treat- 

ment after surgery; for JW Holmes who continues to recover from open heart surgery; for our  

brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that  

God grant peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring nations in Africa; that  

the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all  

those who are suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the Lord grant  wis- 

dom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State Congress;  

for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and  

give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we sup- 

port our neighbors in need.  

mailto:loginlafayette@gmail.com

