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July 10, 2022 

 

Sermon Series: Focused 

 

Today’s theme:  

 

Focused Love Finds A Neighbor Rather Than  

Avoiding One 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, in-

nocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please 

come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children 

of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

FOCUSED 

A unique feature of Luke’s Gospel is the section in the middle often called “the travel narrative.” This lengthy 

section began in chapter 9 when Luke told us that Jesus “resolutely set out for Jerusalem” (v51). While 

there are many events and side trips that occur during this travel narrative, Luke regularly stresses that 

nothing is going to dissuade Jesus from going to Jerusalem where he will fulfill his life’s mission. Jesus was 

very focused. 

 

Jesus’ mission and the purpose of this journey was not to gain an earthly crown. Throughout this travel nar-

rative, Jesus makes clear that this world was not his real home. He teaches that this world is not our real 

home either. Jesus is focused on heaven. His mission is to get us there by going to Jerusalem and making 

the ultimate sacrifice to pay for our sin. Nothing would stop him. “He set his face like flint,” Isaiah tells us 

(50:7). Jesus was focused.  

 

As we watch the focused actions of our Savior… as we focus carefully on his words… something wonderful 

happens. Jesus gives focus to our lives. We finally see things clearly: how to love our neighbor, the true 

purpose of worship, the blessing of prayer, what is treasure (and what is not). In this series, as Christ 

speaks to us through his Word, may he make us properly focused.       

 

Explanation of today’s theme: 

We tend to think of distraction and focus as opposites. If someone is focused, they are not easily distracted 

by random events and encounters. If someone is focused, every decision about how to spend time and re-

sources is calculated. Apart from Christ that type of focus spells disaster for our neighbor. We may dismiss 

the needs of our neighbor, thinking, “If I spend time helping him, that will distract me from other things I 

should be focused on.” Today, Jesus teaches us that he has set us free to live a life of such distractions. No 

matter the neighbor and no matter his need, we are free to act in ways that seem senseless. We are free to 

actively seek out a neighbor in need. We are free to bear any cost and go any distance to serve them as 

Christ would serve them.  
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OPENING HYMN                                            Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way 

                                             CWH 737 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                               INVOCATION 

[We invoke, that is, call up on the name of the Triune God, to be present with us through Word and 

Sacrament. The sign of the cross is made to remind believers of their baptism in the name of the Tri-

une God.]  

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

   

 

                                                   CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
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For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 

                                                    ABSOLUTION  

[“The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to for-

give the sins of penitent sinners” Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, see also John 20:21-23] 

 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in 

Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  

  [Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest 

                                      worship responses in the Christian church.] 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (Luke 2:14)                            

[Throughout this order of service, we will hear and tell the story of our greatest brother, Jesus. As we sing the 

Gloria we are reminded of the song the angels sang at Jesus’ birth, a song the Christian Church has sung for 

almost 2,000 years.] 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD (Luke 2:14)                    Sung to the tune of hymn 617 

Gloria in Excelsis                                                   CWH 

    

    All glory be to God on high!             

    Your name, O Lord, we glorify;               

    We praise you for your peace and grace,   

    Your favor toward our fallen race.    

           

    Our grateful thanks to you we bring,      

    For your great glory, heav’nly King,   

    For all, O Father, you have done                              

    Through Jesus Christ, your only Son.  

 

    O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

    You take all human sin away. 

    Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  

    From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 

 

    You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;  

    The Father’s glory you made known.  

    We by your Spirit sing again: 

    “All glory be to God!" Amen. 

 

     

 

 

 

                   PRAYER OF THE DAY 

             [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you with all our 

heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in your care; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen.   
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                  THE WORD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]  

 

FIRST READING                                                                                        Ruth 1:1–19a 

The LORD moves a Moabite woman named Ruth to care for her widowed mother-in-law, even though it 

meant leaving her people, her country, and her way of life behind.  
 
1
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a man from Bethlehem in Ju-

dah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab. 
2
The man’s 

name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and 

Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there. 
3
Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 

4
They married Moabite 

women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 
5
both 

Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband. 

 
6
When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the aid of his people by providing food for 

them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 
7
With her two daughters-in-

law she left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that would take them back 

to the land of Judah. 
8
Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your 

mother’s home. May the Lord show you kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead hus-

bands and to me. 
9
May the Lord grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another hus-

band.” Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud 
10

and said to her, “We will go back with 

you to your people.”  
11

But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with 

me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 
12

Return home, my 

daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me—

even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons— 
13

would you wait until they grew up? 

Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, be-

cause the Lord’s hand has turned against me!” 
14

At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed 

her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. 

 
15

“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with 

her.” 
16

But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will 

go, and where you stay I will stay. Your  people will be my people and your God my God. 
17

Where 

you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if 

even death separates you and me.” 
18

When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with 

her, she stopped urging her. 
19

So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing psalms.  

             We continue this custom in the divine service.]  

 

PSALM OF THE DAY            To You I Lift My Soul 

               CWH 25C

       . 

 Refrain:      To you I lift my soul. To you I lift my soul. 

                                      To you, O LORD, to you, O LORD, I lift, I lift my soul. 

                                      (Last time: I lift, I lift my soul.)   

 

      1 LORD, let me know your ways. 

              Teach me the things of the kingdom. 

             Guide me, O LORD, in your truth, 

            for you are my Savior, my God.  Refrain 

         

        2 God is good and faithful, 

           guiding those who stray, 

           leading the humble to justice 

           and teaching the humble the way. Refrain 

  

        3  Precious, precious, to God 

                is the friendship of the faithful. 

             God is steadfast in love 

                to those who follow the way.  Refrain 

 

 

 

SECOND READING                                                      Galatians 5:1,13-25 

                                            Christ has freed us for a life of humble service and love.   

 

1
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened 

again by a yoke of slavery. 

 
13

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the 

flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 
14

For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one 

command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
15

If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you 

will be destroyed by each other. 
16

So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of 

the flesh. 
17

For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit  what is contrary to the 

flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 
18

But if you 

are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.  

 
19

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 
20

idolatry and 

witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 
21

and envy; 

drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not 

inherit the kingdom of God. 
22

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,  
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goodness, faithfulness, 
23

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
24

Those 

who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25

Since we live by 

the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

 

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past   

2,000 years.  Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect  for the words of our 

King.]                                                      

 

Please stand 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our 

hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]   

 

 

                      Alleluia! Allelulia! 

                      Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

                      Alleluia! Alleluia! 

                            (1 John 4:11) 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                         Luke 10:25-37 

                           In a well-known parable, Jesus teaches us how one loves their neighbor.             

 
25

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do 

to inherit eternal life?” 
26

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”  
27

He an-

swered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 

and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  
28

“You have answered correctly,” Je-

sus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
29

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And 

who is my neighbor?” 
 

30
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by 

robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 
31

A priest 

happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other 

side. 
32

So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
33

But 

a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 
34

He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his 

own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 
35

The next day he took out two denarii and 

gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any 

extra expense you may have.’ 
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36
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 

37
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”  Jesus told him, “Go and do like-

wise.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

                          The children are invited to come up to the front to sit with Pastor Horn. 

 

 

     *The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel reading. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                Lord Of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 

                                                       CWH 768 
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SERMON                                              based on Luke 10:25-37 

           Sermon Title Not Available At Time of Publication 

 

 

                                                   CONFESSION OF FAITH  

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The 

Apostles’ Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and 

use dates to the early years of the Christian Church.]   

  

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 

 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead. 

    He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we  be-

long to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all    

God's people on earth.] 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

      

     
 



11  

HYMN                                                                                                            O God, My Faithful God 

               CWH 740 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let 

nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy peo-

ple, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
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                                                         BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, 

            “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click     

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code: 

 

 

 

 

      

 

      Serving at Worship 

 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

 

 

 

 

         ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BIBLE BASICS CLASS 

Looking to learn more about the Bible, God, who you are and where you fit in this world? You 

need to take Bible Basics!  

 

                                                          Sundays at 9:00am 

                           It’s not too late to join in this class.  

 

Bible Basics is a 12-lesson course that takes a fair, honest look at the main teachings of Christianity 

as they are found in the Bible. No matter what your religious beliefs or spiritual background, 

this class is intended for you! 

Before you make up your mind about church or religion, you owe it to yourself to hear what the Bible 

actually says – about God’s love for you, and about his plan for your life. Come enjoy a cup of coffee 

and explore the Bible in a relaxed, non-judgmental setting. Scheduling is flexible, and we start new 

classes all the time. If you’re interested in hearing more about this class, e-mail Pastor Paul 

Horn, loginlafayette@gmail.com  

mailto:loginlafayette@gmail.com
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TRAVELING THIS SUMMER? 

If you are traveling this summer, check out our Synod’s website, www.wels.net, to locate a church 

to attend if your travels find you somewhere other than the Greater Lafayette area on a Sunday 

morning. Once you get to the website, click on “Find a Church/School”, type in the area to 

which you will be traveling and you will find a list of nearby churches. 

 

 

HELP NEEDED 

There are several projects that the leadership team would like to tackle. If you have the skills (or 

want to learn) and the time to serve, please email the church office loginlafayette@gmail.com  

 

VICAR MOVE-IN DATE—AUGUST 17th 

We will be assisting our new Vicar and his wife, Jonah and Sierra Schlomer, as they move into their 

apartment on August 17th. We will need help after 4:00pm on that date. Please speak with Pas-

tor Horn if you are available to assist. In addition, please watch for future announcements on items 

we want to collect prior to their arrival. 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for all those affected by the 4th of July shooting in High-

land Park, IL; for all those who are traveling this summer; for Don Correll who continues treatment 

after surgery; for JW Holmes who continues to recover from open heart surgery; for our brothers  

1. Pressure wash, scrape and paint the playground set. There will be some piec-

es of wood that also need to be replaced. Repairing the border of the playground that holds in 

the mulch.    

2. Keeping the ditch along 600N clear of garbage 

3. Clearing out the brush along 600N toward the west 

4. Sealing leaks in the gutters, especially those on the front of the building  

5. Five people willing to be trained in the use of the AED.  

6. This fall: cleaning up the prayer walk trail; thinning out the eastern property  

     line 

7. This fall: repairing the exterior of the fellowship hall    

 

mailto:loginlafayette@gmail.com


14  

and sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant 

peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring nations in Africa; that the Holy 

Spirit would work in the hearts of all those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who 

are suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Gov-

ernor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the cur-

rent state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us 

what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our 

neighbors in need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  

    

      

                                                                                                

 


