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May 22, 2022 

 

 Sermon Series: Victorious 

 

   Today’s theme:  

 

Joy Marches Victorious Over Circumstance 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, in-

nocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please 

come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children 

of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

 

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

 

 

 

 

EXPLANATION OF TODAY’S THEME: 

Conventional wisdom says that joy is a direct result of circumstance. Our disposition is nothing 

more than a product of the events, conditions, and relationships of which our life consists. There-

fore, it would seem that for our disposition to change, our circumstances need to change. But Je-

sus offers us a joy that is superior. It is not a product of circumstance; it's a product of Easter. East-

er proves that God can take what normally causes people to weep and turn it into what causes 

people to rejoice. Sin, death, and shame went into Jesus' tomb. Forgiveness, life, and glory came 

out. Our risen Savior gives us a joy that remains constant in the highest of life's highs and the low-

est of life's lows. It is a joy that can never be taken from us.  

 

 

 

                                                SERVICE OF THE WORD  

This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s 

Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise and thanksgiving. 
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OPENING HYMN                           Oh, What Their Joy 

                CWH 887 

 

   Oh, what their joy and their glory must me, 

   those endless Sabbaths the blessed ones see! 

   Crowns for the valiant, to weary ones rest; 

   God shall be all, and in all ever blest. 

 

   In new Jerusalem joy shall be found, 

   blessings of peace shall forever abound; 

   wish and fulfillment are not severed there, 

   nor the things prayed for come short of the prayer. 

 

   We, where no trouble distraction can bring, 

   safely the anthems of Zion shall sing; 

   while for your grace, Lord, their voices of praise 

   your blessed people shall evermore raise. 

 

   Now let us worship our Lord and our King, 

   joyfully raising our voices to sing; 

   praise to the Father, and praise to the Son, 

   praise to the Spirit, to God, Three in One 

  

 

            INVOCATION 
  [We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Triune God and 

         the sign of the cross, remind worshipers of their baptisms.] 

 

The grace of our Lord ╬ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you. 

And also with you. 

 

                        

              CONFESSION OF SINS 

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. 

But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess 

our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 

against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I 

pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take 

away my guilt. 
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                                                   ABSOLUTION 

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the 

sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you 

strength to live according to his will. 

Amen. 

 

                   PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those things 

that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions 

according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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                 THE WORD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)] 

 

FIRST READING                                                         Acts 14:8-22 

      As a witness of Christ's resurrection, Paul's joy and his ministry were unaffected by circumstance.  

  

 
8 
In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from birth and had never walked. 

walked. 
9 
He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith 

to be healed 
10 

and called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and began to 

walk. 
11 

When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The 

gods have come down to us in human form!” 
12 

Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called 

Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 
13 

The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside 

the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacri-

fices to them. 
14 

But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and 

rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 
15 

“Friends, why are you doing this? We too are only human, 

like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living 

God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything in them. 
16 

In the past, he 

let all nations go their own way. 
17 

Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kind-

ness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food 

and fills your hearts with joy.” 
18 

Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from 

sacrificing to them. 
19 

Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. 

They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 
20 

But after the disci-

ples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city. The next day he and Barna-

bas left for Derbe.  
21 

They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. 

Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 
22 

strengthening the disciples and encouraging 

them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” 

they said.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from  

the Scriptures by singing psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.] 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                        Psalm 65B 

                                                                 CWH 

                                              -see next page 

 

                Congregation will sing the entire Psalm in today’s service 
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SECOND READING                                                                                             Revelation 21:21-27 

                                 The great joy we have now will soon be made perfect and complete.  
 
21 

The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city 

was of gold, as pure as transparent glass. 
22 

I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God 

Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  
23 

The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, 

for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 
24 

The nations will walk by its light, and 

the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 
25 

On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there 

will be no night there. 
26 

The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 
27 

Nothing impure 

will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose 

names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past      

     2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect  

                                                       for the words of our King.]  

 

Please stand 
 

                      GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares 

our hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]   

 

                  *Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

               Solo voice will sing the verse. Congregation will join in the refrain. 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

                     Weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning. 

                              (Psalm 30:5) 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                   John 16:16-24 

                                             Jesus promises that all our grief will be turned to perfect joy.   

 
16 

Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will 

see me.” 
17 

At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying, ‘In a 

little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am 

going to the Father’?” 
18 

They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t under-

stand what he is saying.” 
19 

Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to 

them, “Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no 

more, and then after a little while you will see me’? 
20 

Very truly I tell you, you will weep and 

mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 
21 

A woman giving birth 

to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish 

because of her joy that a child is born into the world. 
22 

So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I 

will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 
23 

In that day you will no 

longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
24 

Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will 

be complete.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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     [The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.]   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY              Dear Christians, One And All Rejoice 

                       CWH 557, st. 1-5 

  

 

    Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, 

    With exultation springing, 

    And, with united heart and voice 

    And holy rapture singing, 

    Proclaim the wonders God has done, 

    How his right arm the vict'ry won. 

    How dearly it has cost him! 

 

    Fast bound in Satan's chains I lay; 

    Death brooded darkly o'er me. 

    Sin was my torment night and day; 

    In sin my mother bore me. 

    Yet deep and deeper still I fell; 

    Life had become a living hell, 

    So firmly sin possessed me. 

 

    My own good works availed me naught, 

    No merit they attaining; 

    My will against God's judgment fought, 

    No hope for me remaining. 

    My fears increased till sheer despair 

    Left naught but death to be my share 

    And hell to be my sentence. 

 

    But God beheld my wretched state 

    Before the world's foundation, 

    And, mindful of his mercies great, 

    He planned my soul's salvation. 

    A Father's heart he turned to me, 

    Sought my redemption fervently; 

    He gave his dearest treasure. 

 

    He spoke to his beloved Son: 

    "'Tis time to have compassion. 

    Then go, bright Jewel of my crown, 

    And bring mankind salvation. 

    From sin and sorrow set them free; 

    Slay bitter death for them that they 

    May live with you forever." 
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 SERMON                                                 based on Revelation 21:21-27 

 

                                                Victory! Joy over Circumstances 

                 Pastor Paul Zell—Living Savior Lutheran Church—Hendersonville, NC 

                                                  

 

       CONFESSION OF FAITH  

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The 

Apostles’ Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and 

use dates to the early years of the Christian Church.]   

 

               I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

             maker of heaven and earth. 

 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died and was buried. 

         He descended into hell. 

         The third day he rose again from the dead. 

         He ascended into heaven 

       And is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

         From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian church, 

             the communion of saints, 

         the forgiveness of sins, 

         the resurrection of the body, 

         and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we belong 

to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all God's 

people on earth.]   

 

O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the resurrection 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue the lost. 

Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 

 

Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant us con-

fidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people standing 

before your throne and singing the song of victory: 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory and 

praise. 

 

Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those around 

us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures. 

Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and the dying. 

Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

 

Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we come be-

fore you and say: 

Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.  

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

HYMN           I Want To Walk As A Child Of Light 

               CWH 713 
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                                                                 them” [Numbers 6:27].) 

 

. 
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PRAYER   

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in 

your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

                      BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they will 

put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 

 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or you can scan this QR code:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             Serving at Worship 

 

Pastor: Pastor Paul Zell—Living Savior Lutheran Church, Hendersonville, NC 

Liturgist: Jon Schoonmaker 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt-Sampson 

Soloist: Bethany Price 
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               ANNOUNCEMENTS 

    

Looking to learn more about the Bible, God, who you are and where you fit in this world? 

You need to take Bible Basics!  

                Our next session begins Sunday, June 19th at 9:00am 

 

Bible Basics is a 12-lesson course that takes a fair, honest look at the main teachings of Christiani-

ty as they are found in the Bible. No matter what your religious beliefs or spiritual background, 

this class is intended for you! 

 

Before you make up your mind about church or religion, you owe it to yourself to hear what the Bi-

ble actually says – about God’s love for you, and about his plan for your life. Come enjoy a cup of 

coffee and explore the Bible in a relaxed, non-judgmental setting. Scheduling is flexible, and we 

start new classes all the time. If you’re interested in hearing more about this class, e-mail Pastor 

Paul Horn, loginlafayette@gmail.com  
 

 

 Our next Mornings with Mommy session will be held  this next Thursday, May 

26th from 10:00-11:00am. The theme will be Stars, Stripes and Parades. This 

is great opportunity for parents, grandparents and guardians to spend some spe-

cial time with their little ones. Spread the word! 

            
     

MUSIC AND ART CAMP 2022 

This year’s camp will be held June 6th-10th. Registration is now open on our website! 

                                                         

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for our confirmands that they will stay close to their Sav-

ior all the days of their lives; for Don Correll who continues treatment after surgery; for JW Holmes 

who continues to recover from open heart surgery; for Jim Holmes who is ill; for our brothers and 

sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant 

peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring nations in Africa; for our Morn-

ings with Mommy ministry as well as for our Jesus Cares ministry that we might reach the Greater 

Lafayette area with the message of Jesus; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all those 

who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are suffering from abuse in the home, that 

they might seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice 

President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the current state of our world, that we remem-

ber our God is still in charge. 

mailto:loginlafayette@gmail.com

