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      May 15, 2022  

                              

                               Worship Series: Victorious 

                             

                                             Today’s Theme:  

 

                             Selfless Love Marches Victorious  

                                        Over Self-Glorification 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come 

from— and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com 

Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube; Like us on Facebook. 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

VICTORIOUS 

To the world he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his followers 

scattered in fear. Yet three days after Jesus' death he rose victorious from the dead. Nothing 

would ever be the same. The rest of eternity is now a victory march for the risen Christ. During 

Easter, we should not think of ourselves as passive observers in Christ's victory. We are more 

than fans cheering for our favorite athlete! Rather, we are active participants in Christ's tirumph. 

Just as his death was our death, so also his life is our life. Buried with Christ in baptism, our life is 

now hidden with him on high. The victory is ours, now and forever.  

 

Easter is more than a day. It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn weeks of Lent are eclipsed 

by seven weeks of unbridled joy. These seven weeks correspond to the period of fifty days on the 

Jewish calendar between Passover and Pentecost. The Church reserves its highest praise for the 

Easter season. We do not merely watch from the sidelines as Christ marches in victory over sin, 

death, Satan, and hell. We join in the festal procession! of great hope. With the psalmist we say, 

"The Lord saves those who are crushed in spirit."  

 

EXPLANATION OF TODAY’S THEME: 

The disciples argued among themselves about who was "greatest" (Luke 22:24). We are not im-

mune from such hubris. Sinful man is entirely self-focused. We often try and prove our goodness 

by comparing ourselves to others. You see this sense of superiority in the way we prioritize life, 

typically putting our wants ahead of others. Easter ends this focus on self. Right now, we know we 

have value, not because of the greatness of our actions, but because of the great things Christ did 

to save. We also know a resurrection to glory is in our future. Easter helps us avoid the trap of self

-glorification and opens our eyes to a more excellent way: selfless love. Christ did not glorify him-

self, but selflessly did everything for the benefit of others. This week, he promises to be our inex-

haustible power supply that we might also put selfless love into practice.  
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OPENING HYMN                         Blest Be The Tie That Binds 

                                             CWH 730 

        

    Blest be the tie that binds 

    Our hearts in Christian love; 

    The fellowship of kindred minds 

    Is like to that above. 

 

    Before our Father's throne 

    We pour our ardent prayers; 

    Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,    

    Our comforts and our cares. 

 

    We share our mutual woes, 

    Our mutual burdens bear, 

    And often for each other flows 

    The sympathizing tear. 

 

    When here our pathways part, 

    We suffer bitter pain;   

    Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, 

    We hope to meet again. 

 

    From sorrow, toil, and pain 

    And sin we shall be free 

    And perfect love and friendship reign 

    Through all eternity. 

                        

 

           INVOCATION 

                                  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and ╬ of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 

 and will forgive us our sins 

 and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

 I am sinful by nature 

 and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.        

     I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

     I have not loved others as I should.  

            I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
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     But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

            with his innocent suffering and death.  

     Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

                   

 

            ABSOLUTION  

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the  

  sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ╬ Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

[Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest worship responses  

in the Christian church.] 
 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 
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GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST (Gloria in Excelsis) 

[Throughout this order of service, we will hear and tell the story of our greatest brother, Jesus. As 

we sing the Gloria we are reminded of the song the angels sang at Jesus’ birth, a song the Christian 

Church has sung for almost 2,000 years.] 

 

                        *Solo voice will sing the first refrain and the verses. 

                             Congregation will join on the following refrains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 
you for your glory.  

Refrain 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  

Refrain 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, the Father. Amen.  

Refrain 

 

 

                                                          PRAYER OF THE DAY 

[The Prayer of the Day summarizes the theme of the day.] 

 

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you 

command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our 

hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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                                                             THE WORD OF GOD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)] 

 

      

FIRST READING                                                             Acts 11:1-18 

God overcomes Jewish Christian's self-glorification by teaching them (through Peter) that God does not show 

favoritism but rather selfless love to both Jew and Gentile.  
 

The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word 

of God. 
2 
So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him 

3 
and said, 

“You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 
4 
Starting from the beginning, 

Peter told them the whole story: 
5 
“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I 

saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down 

to where I was. 
6 
I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and 

birds. 
7 
Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’  

8 
“I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! 

Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 
9 
“The voice spoke from heaven a second 

time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.’ 
10 

This happened three times, and then 

it was all pulled up to heaven again. 
11”

Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesa-

rea stopped at the house where I was staying. 
12 

The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going 

with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 
13 

He told us how 

he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 
14 

He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.’ 
15 

“As I be-

gan to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 
16 

Then I re-

membered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with
 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 
17 

So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” 
18 

When they heard this, they had no further objec-

tions and praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to 

life.”  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing                 

   psalms. We continue this custom in our service this morning] 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                       Psalm 145D 

                                           CWH 

 

*Solo voice introduces refrain. Congregation repeats the refrain and sings the refrain where indicated. 

      Solo voice sings the verses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

   I will extol you, O my God and King, 

   and I will bless your name forever and ever. 

   Ev’ry day I will bless you, 

   and I will praise your name forever and ever.  Refrain 

 

   The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

   slow to anger and of great kindness. 

   The LORD is good to all 

   and compassionate toward all his works.  Refrain 

 

   Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD, 

   and let your faithful ones bless you. 

   Let them discourse of the glory of your kingdom 

   and speak of your might.  Refrain 

 

   The LORD is faithful in all his words 

   and holy in all his works. 

   The LORD lifts up those who are falling 

   and raises up those who are bowed down.  Refrain 
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SECOND READING                                                                     1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

If anything is the defining mark of Christians, it is not the spiritual gifts that they possess. It is the love at work 

as they put those gifts into practice.   
 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 
2 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and 

if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 
3 
If I give all I possess 

to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.  
4 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

5 
It does not dishonor 

others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
6 
Love does not 

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
7 
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres. 
8 
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 

tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 
9 
For we know in part and 

we prophesy in part, 
10 

but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 
11 

When I was a 

child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put 

the ways of childhood behind me. 
12 

For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall 

see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
13 

And now 

these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past   

                     2,000 years.  Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect  

                                                          for the words of our King.]  

 

Please stand 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our 
hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]   

 

     *Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

                Solo voice will sing the verse. Congregation will join in the refrain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 

God in them. (1 John 4:16) 
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GOSPEL                                                                                                         John 13:31-35 

The Father has glorified the Son. Christ shares that glory with us and commands us to show others the same 

selfless love he has shown us.  
 
31 

When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. 
32 

If 

God is glorified in him,
 
God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 

33 
“My children, 

I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you 

now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 
34 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you must love one another. 
35 

By this everyone will know that you are my disci-

ples, if you love one another.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

  The children are invited to come to the front to sit with Pastor Horn. 

 

 

     *The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                          In Unity and Peace 

               CWH 732 

                           -See next page
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SERMON                                                         based on John 13:31-35 

 

 

                                                        The Definition of Love 
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                CONFESSION OF FAITH 

† Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene 

Creed in the fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 

are true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity. 

 

 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, 

  seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made, 

  of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

  and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We believe in one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we belong 

to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all God's 

people on earth.]   

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

        THE SACRAMENT 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is good and right so to do. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on 

the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. 

Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven , we praise your holy name and join their 

glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)          

Isaiah 6:3 This is the song of the angels in heaven. *Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early 

as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth 

century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

      Matthew 26:26-28 ,1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

 †As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation 

                       and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my ╬ body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 
╬ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, when-
ever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI (John 20:19,21,26) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

   John 1:29  *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Latin: Agnus Dei), who was offered as a  sacrifice for sin once for all.   

            

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION* 

*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 

and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN                                                  Son Of God, Eternal Savior 

                                                      CWH 729 

 

 

  Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 

  Word made flesh, whose birth among us, Honors all our human race, 

  You our head, who, throned in glory, For your own will ever plead: 

  Fill us with your love and pity; Heal our wrongs and help our need. 
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  Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of Peace; 

  Hush the storm of strife and passion; Bid its cruel discords cease. 

  By your patient years of toiling, By your silent hours of pain, 

  Quench our fevered thirst for pleasure; Stem our selfish greed for gain. 

 

  Bind us all as one together In your Church's sacred fold, 

  Weak and healthy, poor and wealthy, Sad and joyful, young and old. 

  Is there want or pain or sorrow? Make us all the burden share. 

  Are there spirits crushed and broken? Teach us, Lord, to soothe their care. 

 

  As you, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live. 

  Freely have your gifts been granted; Freely may your servants give. 

  Yours the gold and yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

  We but stewards of your bounty Held in solemn trust will be. 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  

his mercy endures forever.  

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in this Sac-

rament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By 

your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests 

at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

Amen. 

 

                                                      BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, 
            “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

 

              Serving at Worship  

Pastor Paul Horn  

Flautist: Laura Sanford 

Pianist:  Liz Schmidt-Sampson 

Soloist: Becky Horn  
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                   ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR 

Pre-K—6th Grade—Bible history stories and how they point to Christ 

7th-8th Graders—Catechism: studying the Baptism section of the catechism 

Teens, College Students and Adults—We are beginning a new study on the topic of Forgiveness 

Forgiveness is always personal. It's incredibly difficult to do. But it's never optional. When someone 

offends us, the temptation not to forgive is great. But the roots of unforgiveness and bitterness can 

grow deep in the human soul. Left alone, unforgiveness produces bitter fruit that shows itself in an-

gry thoughts, words and deeds. Eventually, it will destroy us from the inside out. Through this study, 

you will learn of the rich, life-altering teaching God's Word offers about forgiveness. Your heart will 

soften as you learn of Jesus' forgiveness for you. And, most important, you'll be encouraged to ex-

tend that same forgiveness to others.  

 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING 

Our next Leadership Team Meeting will be held Monday, May 16th at 7:00pm. Members of the 

congregation are welcome to attend this meeting. 

 

 

Our next Mornings with Mommy session will be held  this next Thursday, May 26th 

from 10:00-11:00am. The theme will be Stars, Stripes and Parades. This is great 

opportunity for parents, grandparents and guardians to spend some special time 

with their little ones. Spread the word! 

 

  

 

JESUS CARES 

Our next Jesus Cares will be held on Thursday, June 9th at 6:30pm. This is our outreach and 

ministry to our neighbors in the Greater Lafayette Area who have special needs and their caregiv-

ers. If you know someone who might enjoy this service, please spread the word! If you would like to 

volunteer, please contact Jennifer Holmes at 765-588-7593 or via email at: 

                                                Jennykay1979@yahoo.com 
 

 

MUSIC AND ART CAMP 2022 

This year’s camp will be held June 6th-10th. Registration is now open on our website! 
 

Looking to learn more about the Bible, God, who you are and where you fit in this world? 

You need to take Bible Basics!  

                   Our next session begins Sunday, June 19th at 9:00am 

Bible Basics is a 12-lesson course that takes a fair, honest look at the main teachings of Christianity 

as they are found in the Bible. No matter what your religious beliefs or spiritual background, 

this class is intended for you! 

Before you make up your mind about church or religion, you owe it to yourself to hear what the Bible 

actually says – about God’s love for you, and about his plan for your life. Come enjoy a cup of coffee 
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and explore the Bible in a relaxed, non-judgmental setting. Scheduling is flexible, and we start new 

classes all the time. If you’re interested in hearing more about this class, e-mail Pastor Paul 

Horn, loginlafayette@gmail.com  

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for our confirmands that they will stay close to their Sav-

ior all the days of their lives; for Don Correll who continues treatment after surgery; for JW Holmes 

who continues to recover from open heart surgery; for Jim Holmes who is ill; for our brothers and 

sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant 

peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring nations in Africa; for our Morn-

ings with Mommy ministry as well as for our Jesus Cares ministry that we might reach the Greater 

Lafayette area with the message of Jesus; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all those 

who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are suffering from abuse in the home, that 

they might seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice Pres-

ident Harris, and the United State Congress; for the current state of our world, that we remember 

our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us 

the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.  
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