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May 1, 2022 

 

Confirmation Sunday 

 

               Sermon Series: Victorious 

 

        Today’s Theme: Sight Marches Victorious Over Blindness 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, inno-

cent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please come 

back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children 

of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

  If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

     www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

 

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS (www.wels.net) 

est.1850    

 

 

VICTORIOUS 

To the world he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his followers scat-

tered in fear. Yet three days after Jesus' death he rose victorious from the dead. Nothing would ever 

be the same. The rest of eternity is now a victory march for the risen Christ. During Easter, we 

should not think of ourselves as passive observers in Christ's victory. We are more than fans cheer-

ing for our favorite athlete! Rather, we are active participants in Christ's tirumph. Just as his death 

was our death, so also his life is our life. Buried with Christ in baptism, our life is now hidden with 

him on high. The victory is ours, now and forever.  

 

Easter is more than a day. It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn weeks of Lent are eclipsed 

by seven weeks of unbridled joy. These seven weeks correspond to the period of fifty days on the 

Jewish calendar between Passover and Pentecost. The Church reserves its highest praise for the 

Easter season. We do not merely watch from the sidelines as Christ marches in victory over sin, 

death, Satan, and hell. We join in the festal procession!  

 

 

EXPLANATION OF TODAY’S THEME: 

A recent survey asked Americans which of the five senses they would least like to lose. 77% chose 

sight. Navigating life blind poses a plethora of challenges that the sighted do not face. This is why 

Scripture often uses the concept of blindness as a metaphor for how hard it is to navigate life with-

out a correct understanding of Christ. Spiritual blindness can take many different forms. In some 

cases, it is hostile opposition to the message of Jesus. In others, spiritual blindness might be 

demonstrated in confusion about Jesus' true identity. No matter the specific form spiritual blindness 

takes, Easter has the power to replace it with sight. Easter allows us to see where we sinners stand 

with a holy God. It enables us to see the path though life that is worth pursuing (as opposed to those 

that lead to a dead end). Spiritual sight gives us the ability to see who holds our future in his hands 

and who is worth our eternal worship.  
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   MICHAEL SCHULTZ DIVINE SERVICE WITH THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

OPENING HYMN         Lord, Bless Your Word To All The Young 

                         CWH 762 

 

 

 

   Lord, bless your Word to all the young; 

   let them your truth possessing,  

   declare your praise with heart and tongue, 

   their faith in Christ confessing. 

   From birth your firm embrace has held them in your grace. 

   Baptized into your name, redeemed and free from blame, 

   As your dear children keep them. 

 

   When faced with pressure, grief, or pain, 

   when Satan comes alluring, 

   may their baptismal grace remain 

   a refuge reassuring. 

   God’s promises are sure; his mercy will endure. 

   They shall not be undone who trust in Christ alone; 

   God is their mighty Father. 
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                                         CONFESSION OF SINS 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
           

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
 and purify us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:8-10)  

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.  
 

Holy God, gracious Father, 
 I am sinful by nature 

And have sinned against you in my thoughts, words and actions. 

I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

I have not loved others as I should. 

I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins     

with his innocent suffering and death.  
Trusting in him I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
 

 

                                                            INVOCATION 

[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Triune God and 

the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms] 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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                                                               ABSOLUTION 

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the     

  sins of  penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

Our gracious Father has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his  
life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of  
Christ and by his authority I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  
╬ and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Amen.  
 

GLORY TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis) 
[Throughout this order of service, we will hear and tell the story of our greatest brother, Jesus. As we sing the Gloria 

we are reminded of the song the angels sang at Jesus’ birth, a song the Christian Church has sung for almost 2,000 

years.] 

              
                PRAYER OF THE DAY  

            [The Prayer of the Day summarizes the theme of the day.] 

 

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of 

death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of 

eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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                                                               THE WORD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]  

 

FIRST READING                                                                                             Acts 9:1-22 

To get his attention, Jesus struck Saul blind. Then he not only restored Saul's physical sight but also gave 

Saul spiritual sight. Saul was given faith in the One who had risen from the dead.  
 

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to 

the high priest 
2 
and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any 

there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusa-

lem. 
3 
As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

4 
He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  

 
5 
“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 

6 
“Now get 

up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
7 
The men traveling with Saul stood 

there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 
8 
Saul got up from the ground, but 

when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 
9 
For 

three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 
10 

In Damascus there was a disciple 

named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 
11 

The Lord 

told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, 

for he is praying. 
12 

In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him 

to restore his sight.”  

 
13 

“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has 

done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 
14 

And he has come here with authority from the chief priests 

to arrest all who call on your name.” 
15 

But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen in-

strument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 
16 

I will 

show him how much he must suffer for my name.”  

 
17 

Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, 

the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that 

you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18 

Immediately, something like scales fell from 

Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 
19 

and after taking some food, he 

regained his strength.  Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 
20 

At once he began 

to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 
21 

All those who heard him were aston-

ished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this 

name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 
22 

Yet Saul grew 

more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Mes-

siah.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  [It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past 2,000 years. 

 Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]  

Please stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our 

hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]  

    

               *Soloist will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

                     Soloist will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain.  

Christ Jesus has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.  

               (2 Timothy 1:10)  

 

 

GOSPEL                                    John 21:1-14 

Many of the disciples first met Jesus while fishing near the Sea of Galilee. At the time they were spiritually 

blind, not fully realizing who Jesus was. The resurrected Jesus now appears again to these disciples while 

they are fishing, and this time they see him clearly through eyes of faith.   

            

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee.
 
It happened this way. 

2
Si-

mon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebe-

dee, and two other disciples were together. 
3 
“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they 

said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  

 
4 
Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.  

5 
He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. 

6 
He said, “Throw your 

net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the 

net in because of the large number of fish. 

 
7 
Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard 

him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and 

jumped into the water. 
8 
The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they 

were not far from shore, about a hundred yards.
  9 

When they landed, they saw a fire of burning 

coals there with fish on it, and some bread.  
10 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have 

just caught.” 
11 

So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of 

large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 
12 

Jesus said to them, “Come and have 

breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 
13

Jesus 

came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
14 

This was now the third 

time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord! 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 

            The children are invited to come to the front of the church and sit with Pastor Horn.. 

 

                *The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel reading. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY             Awake, My Heart, With Gladness 

                           CWH 443, st. 1-4 

   

                               

    Awake, my heart, with gladness! See what today is done; 

    Now, after gloom and sadness, Comes forth the glorious sun. 

    My Savior there was laid Where our bed must be made 

    When to the realms of light Our spirit wings its flight. 

 

    The Foe in triumph shouted When Christ lay in the tomb. 

    But low, he now is routed; His boast is turned to gloom. 

    For Christ again is free; In glorious victory 

    He who is strong to save Has triumphed o'er the grave. 

 

    This is a sight that gladdens--What peace it does impart! 

    Now nothing ever saddens The joy within my heart. 

    No gloom shall ever shake, No foe shall ever take 

    The hope which God's own Son In love for me has won. 

 

    Now I will cling forever To Christ, my Savior true; 

    My Lord will leave me never, Whate'er he passes through. 

    He rends death's iron chain; He breaks through sin and pain. 

    He shatters hell's dark thrall; I follow him through all. 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON                        based on John 21:1-14 

 

                            Be Caught in the Net  
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                 RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

 

Maryn Renay Kennedy: Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9) 

 

Marissa Brooke Kennedy:
 
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 

of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. (James 1:17) 

 

 

 

               CONFESSION OF FAITH 

[Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Apostles’ 

Creed in the fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 

are true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.] 

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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                                                  THE SACRAMENT 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord.  

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

It is good and right so to do.  

 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially 

for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away 

the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on 

earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  

 

  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

Isaiah 6:3  This is the song of the angels in heaven. *Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the 

second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.  
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            WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
                                                   Matthew 26:26-28 ,1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

 †As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation and sets 

apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood 

of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink 

it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 

PAX DOMINI (John 20:19,21,26) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 
John 1:29  *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Latin: Agnus Dei), who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all.   
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DISTRIBUTION 

*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 

and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN            Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd 

                                    CWH 757 

 

   

        Gracious Savior, gentle shepherd, 

          Children all are dear to you; 

        May your loving arms enfold them 

        In your care their whole life through. 

        Gently tend and safely keep them 

        In your mercy strong and true. 

 

        Tender Shepherd, never leave them, 

        Never let them go astray; 

           By your warning love directed, 

        May they walk the narrow way. 

        Thus direct them, thus defend them 

        Lest they fall an easy prey. 

 

        By your holy Word instruct them; 

        Fill their minds with heav'nly light. 

        By your pow'rful grace convince them 

        Always to approve what's right. 

        Let them feel your yoke is easy; 

        Let them find your burden light. 

 

        Taught to love the holy praises 

        Which on earth your children sing, 

        With their lips and hearts, sincerely, 

        Glad thankoff'rings may they bring, 

        Then with all the saints in glory 

        Join to praise their Lord and King. 
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          THANKSGIVING 

SONG OF SIMEON† Luke 2:29-32 

†The Nunc Dimittis (“Now dismiss”) is also known as the “Song of Simeon.” Through God’s Word 

and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like Simeon we find divine peace and comfort 

through faith in the Savior. 

PRAYER 

 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

And his mercy endures forever.  

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our 

humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. 

We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so 

that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.   
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                                                          BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, 
            “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 

OFFERING 

[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         Serving at Worship 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt-Sampson 

Soloist: Becky Horn 

 

Ushers for May 8th: Bethany Price and Alison Rosenblum 

 

 

      ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR 

Pre-K—6th Grade—Bible history stories and how they point to Christ 

7th-8th Graders—Catechism: studying the Baptism section of the catechism 

Teens, College Students and Adults—Join us as we continue our topic of  

Forgiveness 

Forgiveness is always personal. It's incredibly difficult to do. But it's never optional. When someone 

offends us, the temptation not to forgive is great. But the roots of unforgiveness and bitterness can 

grow deep in the human soul. Left alone, unforgiveness produces bitter fruit that shows itself in an-

gry thoughts, words and deeds. Eventually, it will destroy us from the inside out. Through this study, 

you will learn of the rich, life-altering teaching God's Word offers about forgiveness. Your heart will 

soften as you learn of Jesus' forgiveness for you. And, most important, you'll be encouraged to ex-

tend that same forgiveness to others.  
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JESUS CARES 

Our next Jesus Cares will be held on Thursday, May 5th at 6:30pm. This is our outreach and min-

istry to our neighbors in the Greater Lafayette Area who have special needs and their caregivers. If 

you know someone who might enjoy this service, please spread the word! If you would like to volun-

teer, please contact Jennifer Holmes at 765-588-7593 or via email at:  

                                                      Jennykay1979@yahoo.com. 

                              **Please note that this is the 1st Thursday of the month.** 

 

 

Our next Mornings with Mommy session will be held  this next Thursday, May 

12th from 10:00-11:00am. The theme will be Flowers, Birds and Mother’s Day! 

This is great opportunity for parents, grandparents and guardians to spend some 

special time with their little ones. Spread the word! 

 

MUSIC AND ART CAMP 

Our 2nd Annual Music and Art Camp will be held June 6-10. Registration is now open on our 

website.   

 

Looking to learn more about the Bible, God, who you are and where you fit in this world? 

You need to take Bible Basics! 

Bible Basics is a 12-lesson course that takes a fair, honest look at the main teachings of Christianity 

as they are found in the Bible. No matter what your religious beliefs or spiritual background, 

this class is intended for you! Before you make up your mind about church or religion, you owe it 

to yourself to hear what the Bible actually says – about God’s love for you, and about his plan for 

your life. Come enjoy a cup of coffee and explore the Bible in a relaxed, non-judgmental setting. 

Scheduling is flexible, and we start new classes all the time. If you’re interested in hearing more 

about this class, e-mail Pastor Paul Horn, loginlafayette@gmail.com  

 

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for our confirmands that they will stay close to their Sav-

ior all the days of their lives; for Don Correll who continues to recover from surgery; for JW Holmes 

who continues to recover from open heart surgery; for Jim Holmes who is ill; for our brothers and 

sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; that God grant 

peace between Ukraine and Russia as well as between the warring nations in Africa; for our Morn-

ings with Mommy ministry as well as for our Jesus Cares ministry that we might reach the Greater 

Lafayette area with the message of Jesus; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all those 

who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are suffering from abuse in the home, that 

they might seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice Presi-

dent Harris, and the United State Congress; for the current state of our world, that we remember our 

God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the 

means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.  

mailto:loginlafayette@gmail.com
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