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                                         April 15, 2022 

 

                                           TENEBRAE 

 

                            SERVICE OF DARKNESS 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, in-

nocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please 

come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children 

of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

 

About tonight’s Tenebrae Service: 

Tonight’s worship is patterned after an ancient order of service for Good Friday dating back to the 

7th or 8th century A.D.  The word “tenebrae” is Latin for darkness, a reference to the darkness that 

covered the land at Jesus’ death.  Our service tonight, while solemn, is not a funeral service for 

Jesus, nor is it a message of gloom, but it reflects the horrible price the Lamb of God paid to free 

us from our sins, from death and the devil.  Tenebrae is filled with symbolism.  Tonight you will no-

tice the following parts of our Tenebrae worship: 

 

† A bare altar and sanctuary  

   - this reminds us of Christ’s abandonment because of our sin 

 

† Extinguishing of candles  

  - recalls the darkening of the sun while Christ was on the cross and the  

                        ebbing away of his life as he hangs on the cross 

 

† Lighting of the Resurrection candle 

  - anticipates seeing Christ, risen from the grave, on Easter Sunday  

    morning 

 

† Silence after worship   - time for quiet meditation 

 

 

Lighting of the Tenebrae Candelabra  

John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world.”  (John 1:29) 
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READING                   John 19:1-16      

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and 

put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and again, saying, 

“Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face.  

 

4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing him out to 

you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 5 When Jesus came out wearing 

the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”  6 As soon as the 

chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” But Pilate answered, “You 

take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.” 

 

7 The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, 

because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 

and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave 

him no answer. 

 

10 “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to 

free you or to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not 

given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 

 

12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let this 

man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” 13 When 

Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place known as the 

Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of Preparation of the Passover; 

it was about the sixth hour.  “Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 

 

15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” “Shall I crucify your king?” Pi-

late asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 16 Finally Pilate handed him 

over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 

 

 

                                                                 PRAYER  

Savior and Redeemer, open these hearts of ours to receive your Word with solemn gratitude. We 

thank you for coming into our world not to be served but to serve and to give your life as a ransom 

for us. You were punished for our sins, you carried our sorrows, you were obedient—even to death 

on a cross. As we stand at the foot of your cross tonight, let our prayers and songs be acceptable in 

your sight.  Move us to fix our eyes on you and your love for us. Then dearest Savior… lead us to 

live our lives for you. 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for becoming our sacrificial Lamb, so that we might belong to your 

flock forever. Amen.   
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HYMN                    How Deep The Father’s Love For Us 

                CWH 523 

        *Soloist sings st. 1; Congregation sings st. 2-3 

 

 

  How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure, 

  that he should give his only Son to make a wretch his treasure. 

  How great the pain of searing loss. The Father turns his face away 

  as wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory. 

 

  Behold the Man upon a cross, my sin upon his shoulders. 

  Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 

  It was my sin that held him there until it was accomplished; 

  his dying breath has brought me life. I know that it is finished. 

 

  I will not boast in anything: no gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom. 

  But I will boast in Jesus Christ: his death and resurrection. 

  Why should I gain from his reward? I cannot give an answer. 

  But this I know with all my heart: his wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

 

Isaiah 53:1-12 

 

Who has believed our message 

and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

2 

He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

3 

He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

4 

Surely he took up our pain 

and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered him punished by God, 

stricken by him, and afflicted. 

5 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

and by his wounds we are healed. 
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6 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the Lord has laid on him 

the iniquity of us all. 

7 

He was oppressed and afflicted, 

yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

so he did not open his mouth. 

8 

By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 

Yet who of his generation protested? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living; 

for the transgression of my people he was punished. 

9 

He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, 

nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

10 

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 

and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin, 

he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 

and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 

11 

After he has suffered, 

he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 

and he will bear their iniquities. 

12 

Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 

and he will divide the spoils with the strong] 

because he poured out his life unto death, 

and was numbered with the transgressors. 

For he bore the sin of many, 

and made intercession for the transgressors. 
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                                           THE SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS 

 

HYMN                                The Seven Words 

                  CWH 436, st. 1 

 

     Their nails were freshly driven, their hatred clearly shown, 

        when, “Let them be forgiven,” was heard at heaven’s throne. 

        Your enemies, O Jesus, you loved beyond degree, 

         a love so pure and precious it even pardoned me. 

 

 

The First Word… “Father, forgive them...” 

                          

 
HYMN                          What Grace Is This? 
                    *Soloist sings st. 1-2  
                             Congregation sings st. 3-4
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HYMN                                         The Seven Words 

                 CWH 436, st. 2 

 

   On you, my King, depending, I’m rid of all my sins! 

   My final day here ending, my first in heav’n begins. 

   As you have truly spoken, in paradise I’ll be, 

   With you in bliss unbroken—you will remember me. 

 

   

The Second Word… “Today you will be with me…” 

 

HYMN              Jesus Remember Me                                                                                        

Choir and Congregation sings:   

The choir will introduce the song.  When you feel comfortable singing along, please join the choir.  

When the pastor walks to the front, that is the congregation’s cue to stop singing. The choir will end 

the song.     
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HYMN                               The Seven Words 

                 CWH 436, st. 3 

 

   A Savior like no other, all self-concern denied, 

   you served your grieving mother while you were crucified. 

   My sin had made me filthy, but you, the perfect child, 

   were designated guilty, and I am reconciled. 

 

 

The Third Word: “Woman, here is your son...” 

 

 

HYMN                   
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HYMN                               The Seven Words 

                 CWH 436, st. 4 

 

  Condemned, cut off, forsaken, outside his Father’s care, 

  by terror overtaken, no ear would hear your prayer. 

  On you God wrath was vented, on you his fury fell, 

  when, on the cross tormented, you took my place in hell. 

 

 

The Fourth Word: “My God, why have you forsaken me?” 

 

 
PSALM                                 Psalm 22a 
                        Psalms for All Seasons 

  
       *Soloist will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 
               Soloist will sing the verses. Congregation will sing the refrain. 
                        
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

     People who see me are scornful, sneering at me, and tossing their heads. 

    “His trust was in God, let God save him, come to the aid of his own special friend!” 

 

    Refrain 

 

              Dogs have surrounded me, howling; criminal gangs approach and attack. 

    My hands and my feet they are tearing, all of my bones can be easily seen. 

 

    Refrain 

 

    They have divided my clothing, gambling with straws or dice for my robe. 

    Please, God, do not leave me forsaken, hasten to help me, O God of my strength. 

 

    Refrain 

 

    I will proclaim to my people; your name, O Lord, they worship and peace. 

    All children of Jacob, give glory, children of Israel, come worship your God. 

 

   Refrain 
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HYMN               The Seven Words

             CWH 436, st. 5 

 

  My Lord, in death’s dark valley, both soul and body drained, 

  one drink would help you rally what little strength remained 

  to raise your voice in vict’ry, to sound your foe’s defeat - 

  the highest point in hist’ry—my rescue was complete. 

 

The Fifth Word: “I thirst” 

 

 

HYMN   
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HYMN                              The Seven Words 

                  WH 436, st. 6 

 

  Though sin’s most lethal wages to me, O Christ were due, 

  the guilt of all the ages came crashing down on you. 

  Most surely, “It is finished” -  my debt is fully paid; 

  my joy is undiminished; my heart is unafraid. 

   

 

The Sixth Word: “It is finished” 

 

   
 
HYMN                                                                                                                                                                                 
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HYMN                     The Seven Words 

                 CWH 436, st. 7 

 

  My death will be triumphant no matter how I die;  

  Lord Jesus, in that instant escort my soul on high 

  into my Father’s keeping, all-blameless and all-blest, 

  like waking up from sleeping, his hand my place of rest.    

    

 

The Seventh Word: “Into your hands I commend my spirit.” 

 

HYMN                         O Darkest Woe

                         CWH 427 

                                          *Soloist st. 1-3 

                  Congregation st. 4-6
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 THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN 19:31-42 

 

 31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the 

Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to 

have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the 

legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when 

they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, 

one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 

The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, 

and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the scripture would 

be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look 

on the one they have pierced.”  

 

38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Je-

sus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took 

the body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at 

night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Je-

sus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with 

Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the 

garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it was the Jewish day of Prep-

aration and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

  

  

LIGHTING OF THE RESURRECTION CANDLE 

We light this candle in the hope of the resurrection of Easter morning 

  

HYMN                      Lord, You I Love With All My Heart 

                                                 CW 434, st. 3 

 

    Lord, let at last your angels come; 

    To Abram’s bosom bear me home 

    That I may die unfearing. 

    And in its narrow chamber keep 

    My body safe in peaceful sleep 

    Until your reappearing. 

 

    And then from death awaken me 

    That my own eyes with joy may see, 

    O Son of God, your glorious face, 

    My Savior and my Fount of grace. 

    Lord Jesus Christ,  

    My prayer attend, my prayer attend 

    And I will praise you without end. 
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                                              Serving at Worship 

Pastor: Paul Horn  

Flautist: Laura Sanford 

Pianist: Katherine Horn 

Soloists: Becky and Jason Horn, Bethany Price, Liz Schmidt-Sampson 

Violins: Becky, Calliope and Sophia Horn, Alison Rosenblum 

*Thank you to all of our members who have participated in our choir. 
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EASTER SUNDAY 

Easter Festival Service: 10:30am 

Easter Brunch following the service 

 

 


