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               March 13, 2022  

 

 

                            Celebration of Life Sunday  

 

                                                   

                         Today’s Theme: Value the Gift 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, in-

nocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please 

come back and worship with us again.  

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com 

Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube; Like us on Facebook. 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

 

          

 

                                         GATHERING RITE FOR LENT  

 

                   Remember Your Love 

 

                       *Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

                  Solo voice will sing the verses. Congregation will repeat the refrain as indicated. 

 

Refrain: ♫ Remember your love and your faithfulness, O Lord. 

                  Remember your people and have mercy on us, Lord. 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom should I fear? 

The Lord is my life and my refuge, when I call God hears.  Refrain 

 

If you dwelt, O Lord, upon our sinfulness, then who could stand? 

But with you there is mercy and forgiveness and a guiding hand.  Refrain 

 

O Lord, hear the sound of my call and answer me. 

My heart cries out for your presence; it is you I seek.  Refrain 

 

As watchman who waits upon the daylight, wait for the Lord. 

I trust in your kindness and redemption and your faithful word.  Refrain 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 



3  

                                                      CONFESSION OF SIN  

 

Brothers and Sisters, let us turn with trust to God our Father, who is merciful and compassionate, 

slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, and ask him to accept the repentance of his peo-

ple who humbly confess their sins, and to grant us mercy. 

Lord God, as we gather to celebrate the precious gift of life, we confess that we have not 

loved as you have loved us. We have not loved others as ourselves. We easily adopt the con-

tempt and hateful stance of the world around us. Our disobedience contradicts the gospel 

and the faith we profess. We have not trusted you as we ought, for we know you created the 

universe, you parted the sea, you raised the dead. The life we have been given is yours – You 

created us. You redeemed us. You sustain us. We are not worthy of the gift of life. Forgive us 

for Jesus’ sake. Wash away our sin and cleanse our hearts. Have mercy, Lord! 

 

Lord Jesus, obedient in the desert: Lord, have mercy. 

♫ Lord, have mercy. 

 

Christ Jesus, the promise of salvation: Christ, have mercy. 

♫ Christ, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, the flood of living water: Lord, have mercy. 

♫ Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

             ABSOLUTION  

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the  

  sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should have the gift of eternal life. His will is not 

endless years in this fallen world, but he sent the Savior that we might have life and have it to the 

full. Jesus has redeemed us from the empty way of life handed down to us from our ancestors, not 

with perishable things such as silver or gold but with his holy precious blood and innocent sufferings 

and death. In his name and on the basis of his promise, I forgive you all your sins. Life is yours! Val-

ue the gift! 

Amen.   

 

♫ Refrain 

 

                                                   PRAYER OF THE DAY 

                                [The Prayer of the Day summarizes the theme of the day.] 

 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, open the eyes of all people to see life as your gift and 

have compassion for small and great, young and old, healthy and sick. Move us to reflect 

your love and value the time of grace you have given all people; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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                         THE WORD  

                           [Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)] 

 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                   Jonah 3:3-6, 10; 4:1-2,10a,11 

After God turned him around and Jonah went and preached in Nineveh, the people there repented of their 

sins and God did not destroy them as he had threatened. This wasn’t what Jonah wanted, because he didn’t 

see the people there the way God did. 

 
3 
Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it 

took three days to go through it. 
4 
Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaim-

ing, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 
5 
The Ninevites believed God. A fast was 

proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 
6 
When Jonah’s warning 

reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with 

sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 
10 

When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not 

bring on them the destruction he had threatened.  

 

 4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 
2 
He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this 

what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I 

knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God 

who relents from sending calamity.  

 
10 

But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make 

it grow.  

 
11 

And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hun-

dred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many ani-

mals?”  

                                                          

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

  [As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing 

                psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.]  

               

   *Solo voice will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

            Solo voice will sing the verses. Congregation will repeat the refrain as indicated. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                      Psalm 139b 

                                 Christian Worship 
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   O LORD, you created my inmost / being;* 

            you knit me together in my / mother’s womb. 

 

   I praise you because I am fearfully and wonder- / fully made;* 

          your works are wonderful, I know that / full well. 

 

   My frame was not hidden / from you;* 

        your eyes saw my unformed / body. 

 

   Refrain 

 

   All the days or- / dained for me* 

        were written in your book before one of them / came to be. 

 

   How precious to me are your / thoughts, O God!* 

             How vast is the / sum of them! 

 

   Were I to / count them,* 

                  they would outnumber the / grains of sand. 

 

   Glory be to the Father and / to the son* 

            and to the Holy / Spirit, 

   as it was in the be- / ginning,* 

            is now and will be forever. / Amen.   

 

   Refrain 
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SECOND READING                                                                                                       1 John 1:5-2:2 

In explaining the Lord’s command that we love each other, John also teaches us something about what life is 

worth to God’s children. 

  
5 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 

darkness at all. 
6 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do 

not live out the truth. 
7 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one an-

other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all
 
sin. 

8 
If we claim to be without sin, we de-

ceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
9 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will for-

give us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
10 

If we claim we have not sinned, we make 

him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. 

 

2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
2 
He is the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past 

2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the words of our 

King.]  

 

Please stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares 

our hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]   

 

                 *Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

              Solo voice will sing the verse. Congregation will join in the refrain. 

                                      

 

                     Greater love has no one than this; to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 

                                        (John 15:13) 
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GOSPEL                                                                                                                     Luke 6:27-38 

The night before he was crucified, Jesus made sure his disciples understood the depth of his love and our 

love, and what both mean for life. 

 
27 

“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28 

bless 

those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 
29 

If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to 

them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 
30 

Give to eve-

ryone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 
31 

Do to oth-

ers as you would have them do to you.  
32 

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? 

Even sinners love those who love them. 
33 

And if you do good to those who are good to you, what 

credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 
34 

And if you lend to those from whom you expect repay-

ment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 
35 

But 

love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then 

your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the un-

grateful and wicked. 
36 

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  
37 

“Do not judge, and you will not 

be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.  
38 

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 

over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Please be seated 

 

                *The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.    

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                       Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive 

                      -see next page 
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SERMON             based on Luke 23:34a 
                               34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  

 

                                          They Don’t Know What They’re Doing 

 

  

           

     CONFESSION OF FAITH   

            1st Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Martin Luther’s Explanation 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

What does this mean? 

I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body and soul, 

eyes, ears and all my members, my mind and all my abilities. 

 

And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes, 

food and drink, property and home, spouse and children, land, cattle and all I own, and all I 

need to keep my body and life. God also preserves me by defending me against all danger, 

guarding and protecting me from all evil. 

 

All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in heaven, and not be-

cause I have earned or deserved it. For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey 

him. 

 

This is most certainly true. 

 

 

                                                     PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we belong 

to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all God's 

people on earth.]   

 

Almighty and eternal God, when mankind threw the gift of eternal life with you away in the Garden of 

Eden, you restored it to them with the gift of your Son. 

Give us the strength to share the promise of forgiveness with those who are hurting, with 

those who have no hope, with those who do not yet know you. 

 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator and the preserver of life. It is you who knits the child 

together in their mother’s womb. As we consider how wonderfully you made us, help us to grow in 

our appreciation for your wisdom and power. We ask you to open the eyes of those who embrace 

the practice of abortion. Lead them to cherish the life you create in the womb. 

Help anyone who has had, encouraged, or performed an abortion to realize that they have 

complete forgiveness and pardon through faith in Jesus Christ. 



10  

Almighty and eternal God, you know everything about us. You know that at times we have too much 

loved and lived for ourselves, too little loved and lived for you, and too little loved our neighbor as 

ourselves. 

Forgive us, Father, and give us an unwavering love and trust in you. Move us to love our 

neighbor by speaking up for those who cannot speak for themselves that we may protect the 

life of the born and the unborn. 

 

Almighty and eternal God, you alone know the number of our days. Yet many today say that people 

have the right to terminate life according to their own wishes. Help us to realize that no matter what 

hardship we are facing, each day you give us on this earth is a precious gift. 

Help us to understand that you use hardships in our lives to draw us closer to yourself. 

 

Almighty and eternal God, in your mercy, hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that 

they too may know the joy of receiving your help in their need. 

 

Hear us, Lord as we bring you our private petitions. 

 

Silent prayer 

 

We ask this all in the name of Jesus Christ, and to his glory. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

  

          

HYMN                                                 Lord Of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 

                                     -see next page 
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PRAYER 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by 

your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in 

holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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                                                        BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, 
            “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

 If you wish to give an offering, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the small wood 

table behind the last row of chairs. You may also give your offering on our website, lambofgodlafa-

yette.com and click GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321. You can also 

mail a check to the church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or you can scan this QR 

code:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         Serving at Worship  

 

Pastor: Jeff Samelson—Christian Life Resources 

Flautist: Laura Sanford 

Pianist:  Liz Schmidt-Sampson 

Soloist: Chris Miller  
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                                       BIOGRAPHY: REV. JEFFREY L. SAMELSON 

 

Rev. Jeffrey L. Samelson began his service as Christian Life Resources’ Director of Ministry Ad-

vancement in April 2021, having served on the CLR National Board for the previous four years. He 

came to CLR with experience both in and out of the parish: he was the pastor of Christ Lutheran 

Church (WELS) in Clarksville, Maryland from 2000-2021, and prior to studying for the ministry spent 

five years in the U.S. Foreign Service as a consular officer, serving at the embassies in Singapore 

and Bogotá, Colombia. He has a bachelor’s degree in Political Science from Washington University 

in St. Louis (1988), an MDiv. from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (2000), and is a Fellow of the Inter-

national Academy of Apologetics, Evangelism, & Human Rights (2018). 

 

Rev. Samelson’s role at CLR includes establishing opportunities for Christian service and equipping 

Christians affected by the erosion of life and family values. Applying the truth of God’s Word on perti-

nent life and family issues, his responsibilities will include a regular schedule of preaching engage-

ments, education on the broader scope of the CLR ministry, monitoring of life issues, and leadership 

as a contact for the affiliate organizations of CLR. Rev. Samelson’s service continues a long family 

involvement: his father was one of the founding members of the first affiliate of Christian Life Re-

sources. Rev. Samelson resides with his wife, Charlene, in Grafton, WI. 

 

 

 

 

        ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR 

Pre-K—6th Grade—Bible history stories and how they point to Christ 

7th-8th Graders—Catechism: studying the Baptism section of the catechism 

Teens, College Students and Adults—Join us as we continue our topic of  Forgiveness 

Forgiveness is always personal. It's incredibly difficult to do. But it's never optional. When someone 

offends us, the temptation not to forgive is great. But the roots of unforgiveness and bitterness can 

grow deep in the human soul. Left alone, unforgiveness produces bitter fruit that shows itself in an-

gry thoughts, words and deeds. Eventually, it will destroy us from the inside out. Through this study, 

you will learn of  the rich, life-altering teaching God's Word offers about forgiveness. Your heart will 

soften as you learn of Jesus' forgiveness for you. And, most important, you'll be encouraged to ex-

tend that same forgiveness to others.  

 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER SERVICES 

Wednesday evening prayer services during the season of Lent continue this week and continue 

through April 6th. Our theme for the Midweek services is: The Crucial Hours. Please plan to join us! 

 

 

Our next Mornings with Mommy session will be held  this next Thursday, March 

24th from 10:00-11:00am. The theme will be Moon, Starts and Nighttime. This is 

great opportunity for parents, grandparents and guardians to spend some special 

time with their little ones. Spread the word! 
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VOTERS’ MEETING 

Please join us after our church service on Sunday, April 3rd, as we hold our annual Voters’ Meet-

ing. We’ll discuss the state of our congregation, ask for input on building and renovation projects, 

ratify the 2022-2023 budget and ratify membership changes. We hope you can join us for these 

very important conversations. 

 

MICHIGAN LUTHERAN SEMINARY CHOIR CONCERT AT LAMB OF GOD 

On Saturday, March 26th at 2:00pm. We will be providing a meal after the service for the choir 

and those in attendance. If you would like to be the coordinator for this meal, please see Pas-

tor Horn.  

 

ASSISTANCE NEEDED 

In preparation for our Spring Clean Up Day we need some assistance with landscaping prior to our 

work day. Please contact Don Correll if you can help us out at 765-490-5894 

 

SPRING CLEAN UP DAY AT CHURCH 

Please join us on Saturday, April 9th as we work to beautify our property and church after the long 

winter. Bring your rakes and gloves, shovels and trowels. We’ll be sprucing up our property in time 

for our Easter guests! 

 

EASTER BRUNCH 

Sign up for our Easter Brunch was sent out in an email this past week. If you are able to contribute 

to one or more of the needed areas, we would greatly appreciate your assistance.  

 

MUSIC AND ART CAMP 2022 

This year’s camp will be held June 6th-10th. Registration information will be coming soon! 

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for JW Holmes who continues to recovery from surgery; 

for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine and all those who are suffering in the war in Ukraine; 

for the Ukrainian Army as they fight to keep their country; for our American troops as they await fur-

ther orders; for our Mornings with Mommy ministry as well as for our Jesus Cares ministry that we 

might reach the Greater Lafayette area with the message of Jesus; that the Holy Spirit would work 

in the hearts of all those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are suffering from 

abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, 

President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the current state of our 

world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; 

that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in 

need.  
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                Midweek Lenten Services—Wednesdays, March 9th—April 6th at 7:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

March 16th— Satan Has Asked to Sift All of You 

March 23rd— What to Remember When You Are Seized With Remorse 

March 30th— The Semblance of Legality 

April 6th— A Part for the Whole? 

 

Holy Week Services  

Passion Sunday, April 10th at 10:30am 

Maundy Thursday, April 14th at 7:00pm 

Good Friday, April 15th at 7:00pm 

 

Easter Sunday—April 17th  

Easter Festival Service at 10:30am 

Easter Brunch after the service 


