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February 20, 2022 

 

 

Sermon Series: Uncovered 

 

 

Today’s Theme: Reactions Uncovered 

Love Your Enemies; Overcome Evil With Good 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, inno-

cent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please 

come back and worship with us again.  

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com 

Follow us on Instagram, Twitter and YouTube; Like us on Facebook. 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

Explanation of Today’s Theme: 

Last week we saw that the governing principles of Christ's kingdom initially seem upside down. 

This week we see that truth in how Christ would have us react to those who wrong us or oppose 

us. Jesus asks us to befriend our enemies, to love those who hate us, and to repay evil with good. 

Logic would say that is a recipe for being walked all over. Yet, have we not seen this tactic work? 

When we were Christ's enemies, he loved us to the point of death. He repays our daily evil with the 

daily goodness of his mercy. In doing so, he has won us for himself. Following the strategy Jesus 

lays out today is not a capitulation to evil. It is a means of conquering it.  

 

 

       DIVINE SERVICE I WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

                          INVOCATION 

    [We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the  

                             Triune God and the sign of the cross, remind worshipers of their baptisms.] 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

OPENING HYMN                                            Oh, How Good It Is 

                                            CWH 731 
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      CONFESSION OF SIN 

 

 

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry  

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a  

sinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 

                     

                                                      PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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                                                            PRAYER OF THE DAY 

             [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

Gracious Father, keep your family, the Church, always faithful to you, that we may lean on 

the hope of your promises and be strong in the power of your love; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forev-

er.  Amen.   

  

THE WORD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]  

FIRST READING                                                     Genesis 45:3-15 

The account of Joseph forgiving the brothers that had sold him into slavery demonstrates that God over-

comes evil with good.  

                          
3 
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not able 

to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 
4 
Then Joseph said to his brothers, 

“Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold 

into Egypt! 
5 
And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me 

here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 
6 
For two years now there has 

been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and reaping. 
7 
But God 

sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great de-

liverance.  
8 
“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, 

lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 
9 
Now hurry back to my father and say to him, 

‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t 

delay. 
10 

You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchil-

dren, your flocks and herds, and all you have. 
11 

I will provide for you there, because five years of 

famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become 

destitute.’ 
12 

“You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I who am 

speaking to you. 
13 

Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about everything 

you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.” 
14 

Then he threw his arms around his 

brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced him, weeping. 
15 

And he kissed all his brothers 

and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing 

                              psalms. We continue this custom in our service this morning] 

 

 

Psalm of the Day                           Psalm 103A 

                                                                      CWH 

 

 

 

Refrain 

     The LORD is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in compassion. 

 

Praise the LORD my soul; 

     All my inmost being, praise his holy name 

who forgives all your sins 

     and heals all your diseases, 

who redeems your life from the pit 

     and crowns you with love and compassion, 

who satisfies your desires with good things 

     so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.   

 

Refrain 

 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 

     slow to anger, abounding in love. 

He does not treat us as our sins deserve 

     or repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

     so great is his love for those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

     so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

     is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 

Refrain 
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SECOND READING                                                                  Romans 12:14-21 
Paul lived in a Roman empire that operated on the principles of force and aggression. Yet he encourages believers to 

operate on the principles of grace, forgiveness, and humility. 
  

 

14 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

15 
Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn 

with those who mourn. 
16 

Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to asso-

ciate with people of low position.
 
Do not be conceited.  

17 
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be care-

ful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 
18 

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 

peace with everyone. 
19 

Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it 

is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 
20 

On the contrary: “If your enemy is 

hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning 

coals on his head.” 
21 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

    
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

    [It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past          

 2,000 years.  Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the  

     words of our King.]  

 

 

Please stand 

 

 

 

 

     GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and pre-
pares our hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]   

 

                              

    

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father 

in heaven. (Matthew 5:44,45) 
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GOSPEL                                    Luke 6:27-38 

In our interactions with others Jesus calls us to disregard what people deserve. Instead we are to show the 

same grace that God has shown to us.  
 
27 

“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28 

bless 

those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 
29 

If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to 

them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 
30 

Give to 

everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 
31 

Do to 

others as you would have them do to you.  
32 

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to 

you? Even sinners love those who love them. 
33 

And if you do good to those who are good to you, 

what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 
34 

And if you lend to those from whom you expect 

repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in 

full. 
35 

But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything 

back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind 

to the ungrateful and wicked. 
36 

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  
     37 

“Do not judge, and 

you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 

forgiven. 
38 

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 

running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  

            

This is the Gospel of our Lord! 

Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

                     The children are invited to come sit in the front with Pastor Horn. 

 

 

 

      [The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.]   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                          In Unity and Peace 
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SERMON                              based on Luke 6:27-38 

 

              Loving Your Enemies 

           

 

     CONFESSION OF FAITH 

[Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the 

fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal 

to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.] 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

      eternally begotten of the Father, 

      God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

      begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

      Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

      was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

      and became fully human. 

      For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

      He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

      He ascended into heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

      He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

      and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the Lord, the giver of life, 

      who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

      who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

      through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

      We look for the resurrection of the dead 

      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E. 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or scan this QR code: 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we  be-

long to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all 

God's people on earth.] 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is good and right so to do. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a hu-

man being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore with all the 

saints on earth and hosts of heaven , we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY* (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9) 

Sanctus *Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in wide use 

among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century. 
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                                                      WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

                        Matthew 26:26-28 ,1 Corinthians 11:24,25 
(†As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation 

and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.)  

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me.”      

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 

blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you  for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenev-

er you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD* John 1:29  *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Agnus Dei), who was offered as a sacrifice for 

sin once for all.  (Agnus Dei) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION* 

*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 

and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

 

      
 



16  

                   THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

And his mercy endures forever.  

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

Amen.  

 

                                                                  BLESSING  

Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD commanded Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless his people so that he might put his 

name on them. This blessing connects us to God’s people and his promises 3,500 years later.] 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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                                                          Serving at Worship  

Pastor Paul Horn 

Cajon: Henry Horn 

Flautist: Laura Sanford 

Pianist: Bethany Price 

Soloist: Becky Horn 

Violinists: Becky Horn and Alison Rosenblum 

 

 

 

     ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR 

Pre-K—6th Grade—Bible history stories and how they point to Christ 

7th-8th Graders—Catechism: studying the Baptism section of the catechism 

Teens, College Students and Adults—We will be focusing our attention on the topic of “I’d like to 

read my Bible, but...” 

 

 

CAMPUS MINISTRY - Thursday Tune-Ups 

Thursday, February 24th at 8:30pm. 1893 E 600 N West Lafayette, IN 

47906 Welcome to our Thursday night Bible Study for college students! Just as your bicycle 

needs a tune-up to stay running smoothly to get you to class, your bodies, minds and souls need a 

tune-up to stay healthy. We'll have food, build friendship and grow in God's Word. 

 

 

Our next Mornings with Mommy session will be held this next Thursday, Febru-

ary 24th from 10:00-11:00am. The theme will be Moon, Stars and Nighttime. 

This is great opportunity for parents, grandparents and guardians to spend some 

special time with their little ones. Spread the word! 

 

 

Camp Lor-Ray 2022 

Camp Lor-Ra is located in Muskegon, MI and assists Evangelical Lutheran Synod and Wisconsin 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod churches by providing a Christ-Centered recreation environment for 

youth and families. Registration for Kids' Camp is here! Sessions include 1st-3rd grade (June 26-

28), 4th-6th (July 7-8) and 7th-9th (July 10-15). Cost is as follows. 1-3 Grade: $180 (Early Bird: 

$155). 4-6 and 7-9 Grade: $280 (Early Bird: $255) Apply before April 15 on camplorray.org to se-

cure the early bird discount. Reach us at camplorray@gmail.com with questions or if you're interest-

ed in volunteering or fill out an application at our website. Family Camp reservations are also availa-

ble! 
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Special Ministries Highlight: Health and Wellness Ministry 

Health and Wellness Ministry in WELS seeks to provide physical and spiritual care to those in need. 

In local congregations throughout WELS, “Parish Nurses” help their fellow members grow spiritually 

while staying as healthy as possible through health education, health counseling and resource coor-

dination. If your church would like to start a Parish Nursing Ministry, check out: 

 

               wels.net/parish-nurses 

 

 

GIVING AT LAMB OF GOD 

Looking for a simple way to give gifts to your Lord for his kingdom work? Consider using your bank's 

online "bill pay" option. Select Lamb of God as the vendor you wish to "pay" and funds can be trans-

ferred with no fee to you or the church. If you have any questions, reach out to our congregation's 

treasurer Eric Becker. 

 

 

1st Quarter—A Life of Being a Disciple 

FIRST THINGS FIRST. LOOK TO JESUS. 

 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruc-

tion. Proverbs 1:7 

 

How do I become a disciple? Look to Jesus. King Solomon said the start of being a disciple - the start 

of attaining knowledge, of becoming wise, and being instructed - starts with understanding and wor-

shiping the LORD. The "fear of the LORD" is not to be afraid of him as though he were some angry 

and moody adolescent. To "fear the LORD" is to revere him, honor him, and hold him in high regard 

for who he is and what he has done.  

 

The fear of the Lord drives fear from our heart because we see that the LORD is the God of full and 

faithful love, our Savior. We live a life of getting to know God because he is worth getting to know. 

Jesus died on the cross for our sin and rose again. He is the reason and key to understanding God's 

Word and the start to true knowledge, wisdom and instruction. What is our "why" as we seek to grow 

in being a disciple of Jesus? Anyone who would give his life for mine so that I would be free and have 

heaven as my home and then offer to grow, mold, and train me, is someone I can't help but love, fol-

low and want to know better. What is our starting point? It's to know his love and worship him for it. 

That's our beginning. Look to Jesus, dear disciple, look to Jesus.  
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Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; Pastor Horn, who continues to recover from his health 

issue; Laura Schroeder, sister of Liz Schmidt-Sampson, who will be undergoing a biopsy this week; 

for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Ukraine as they live with uncertainty with the buildup of Rus-

sian forces on their borders; for our Mornings with Mommy ministry as well as for our Jesus Cares 

ministry that we might reach the Greater Lafayette area with the message of Jesus; that the Holy 

Spirit would work in the hearts of all those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who 

are suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to 

Mayors Roswarski and Dennis, Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the 

United States Congress; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in 

charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to 

show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.  

 


