February 16, 2022
Sermon Series: Uncovered
Today’s theme: Definitions Uncovered:
Blessings Are Cursed; Curses Are Blessed
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Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come
from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect
life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus
Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible,
God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a
curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you.
Please come back and worship with us again.
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website
www.lambofgodlafayette.com
Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube; Like us on Facebook.

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS
(www.wels.net) est.1850

EXPLANATION OF TODAY’S THEME:
When someone is new to something, there is a period of orientiation. For example, when someone takes up a new game or sport, they need to first learn the rules. Likewise, when someone is a
new disciple of Jesus, a period of orientation follows. It's necessary, because by nature we assume that Jesus' kingdom works the same way the world works. The truth that is uncovered this
week is that the principles on which Jesus' kingdom runs are the exact opposite of the principles
of the world. That which the world considers to be a blessing can often be a curse. And that which
the world calls bad, God always uses for the good of those he loves.

Today’s Order of Service
MORNING PRAISE
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INVOCATION
[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Triune God and
the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms]

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
OPENING HYMN
*Solo voice, stanza 1; Congregation, stanzas 2-4

3

4

COME, OH, COME, LET US WORSHIP
The congregation is invited to sing the refrain. The soloist will sing the verses.
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CONFESSION OF SINS
Dear friends, as we gather in God’s house to praise him today, we must admit our sinfulness and
unworthiness before him. Let us confess our sins to our holy God.
Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have
sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not loved you with
my whole heart. I have not loved others as I should. I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.
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ABSOLUTION
[The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the
sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23]

Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” His death paid for the
guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this?
Yes, I believe.
Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are a
dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
[The Prayer of the Day summarizes the theme of the day.]
Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the wisdom to know the
things that please you and the grace and power always to accomplish them; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
THE WORD OF GOD
[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)]

FIRST READING

Jeremiah 17:5-8

A blessed life is not connected to outward circumstances like physical health or wealth. Rather, the one who
is blessed is the one who has been given the gift of faith, whose trust is in the Lord.
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This is what the Lord says: “Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from mere
flesh and whose heart turns away from the Lord. 6 That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; they will not see prosperity when it comes. They will dwell in the parched places of the desert,
in a salt land where no one lives. 7 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence
is in him. 8 They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does
not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and
never fails to bear fruit.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing
psalms. We continue this custom in our service this morning]
PSALM OF THE DAY

Blessed is the man
who does not walk in the counsel of the / wicked*
or stand in the way of / sinners.
But his delight is in the law / of the LORD,*
and on his law he meditates / day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in / season*
and whose leaf does not wither.
Whatever he does / prospers.
Refrain
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the / judgment,*
nor sinners in the assembly of the / righteous.
For the LORD watches over the way of the / righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will / perish.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son*
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,*
is now and will be forever. / Amen.
Refrain
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Psalm 1
CW

SECOND READING

2 Corinthians 12:7b-10

Paul had some infirmity he initially viewed as a weakness. He came to see it as a blessing as it forced him to
rely on God's strength.
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Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But
he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore
I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.
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That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past
2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the words of our
King.]
Please stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our
hearts to hear the Gospel reading.

*Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain.
Solo voice will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain.

The Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.
(Psalm 121:8)
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GOSPEL

Luke 6:17-26

In one of his most famous sermons Jesus teaches that the good things we seek are found in places we
would least expect.
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He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and
a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around
Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by
impure spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from
him and healing them all.
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Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for
you will laugh. 22 Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and
reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets. 24 “But
woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 25 Woe to you who are well fed
now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 Woe to you
when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

[The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.]
*Solo voice will sing the stanzas of the hymn. Congregation will sing the refrain.
HYMN OF THE DAY
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Blest Are They
CWH 690—see next page
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SERMON

based on 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
The Sufficiency of God’s Grace

Please Stand
CONFESSION OF FAITH—WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD
*The congregation sings the refrains and the interludes between the verses.
The soloist sings the verses.
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OFFERING
If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click
GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the
church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or you can scan this QR code:
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PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH
[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we
belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all
God's people on earth.]

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

HYMN
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PRAYER & BLESSING

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this new
day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into
any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord.
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Serving at Worship
Pastor Paul Horn
Liturgist: Chris Miller
Percussion: Becky and Henry Horn
Pianist: Liz Schmidt-Sampson
Soloist: Becky Horn
Violinists: Becky Horn and Alison Rosenblum

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAMILY BIBLE HOUR
Pre-K—6th Grade—Bible history stories and how they point to Christ
7th-8th Graders—Catechism: studying the Baptism section of the catechism
Teens, College Students and Adults—We will be focusing our attention on the topic of “I’d like to
read my Bible, but…”

CAMPUS MINISTRY - Thursday Tune-Ups
Thursday, February 17th at 8:30pm. 1893 E 600 N West Lafayette, IN 47906 Welcome to our
Thursday night Bible Study for college students! Just as your bicycle needs a tune-up to stay running smoothly to get you to class, your bodies, minds and souls need a tune-up to stay healthy.
We'll have food, build friendship and grow in God's Word.
Our next Mornings with Mommy session will be held this next Thursday,
February 24th from 10:00-11:00am. The theme will be Moon, Stars and
Nighttime. This is great opportunity for parents, grandparents and guardians
to spend some special time with their little ones. Spread the word!

Camp Lor-Ray 2022
Camp Lor-Ra is located in Muskegon, MI and assists Evangelical Lutheran Synod and Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod churches by providing a Christ-Centered recreation environment for
youth and families. Registration for Kids' Camp is here! Sessions include 1st-3rd grade (June 2628), 4th-6th (July 7-8) and 7th-9th (July 10-15). Cost is as follows. 1-3 Grade: $180 (Early Bird:
$155). 4-6 and 7-9 Grade: $280 (Early Bird: $255) Apply before April 15 on camplor-ray.org to secure the early bird discount. Reach us at camplorray@gmail.com with questions or if you're interested in volunteering or fill out an application at our website. Family Camp reservations are also available!
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Special Ministries Highlight: Health and Wellness Ministry
Health and Wellness Ministry in WELS seeks to provide physical and spiritual care to those in need.
In local congregations throughout WELS, “Parish Nurses” help their fellow members grow spiritually
while staying as healthy as possible through health education, health counseling and resource coordination. If your church would like to start a Parish Nursing Ministry, check out:
wels.net/parish-nurses

GIVING AT LAMB OF GOD
Looking for a simple way to give gifts to your Lord for his kingdom work? Consider using your
bank's online "bill pay" option. Select Lamb of God as the vendor you wish to "pay" and funds can
be transferred with no fee to you or the church. If you have any questions, reach out to our congregation's treasurer Eric Becker.

A God-Lived Life Stewardship Challenge
Stewardship is about more than money. It’s our whole lives. Jesus lived his life and gave his life for
us. Our loving response is to imitate that.
For the next twelve months, God’s Word will be challenging us, and we’ll be challenging one another
to live a God-lived life. And that encompasses everything. We will be talking about a life of being a
disciple, a life lived for others, a life of hospitality, and a life lived shrewdly.
Each quarter, we will be introduced to a challenge that we then prayerfully commit to carrying out
the rest of the quarter. How will we commit to the challenges? As individual members, we are going
to fill out a different challenge card each month. This will help to involve our entire family of faith in
the challenges and help us encourage each other in the challenges. May God bless us as we grow
in his Word and in our lives of living it!
Prayer Requests
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2)
Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments,
emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; Pastor Horn who continues to recover from illness; for our
Mornings with Mommy ministry as well as for our Jesus Cares ministry that we might reach the Greater
Lafayette area with the message of Jesus; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all those who
join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are suffering from abuse in the home, that they might
seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Mayors Roswarski and Dennis, Governor Holcomb, President
Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United States Congress; for the current state of our world, that we
remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would
give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.
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