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January 23, 2022 

 

 

Sermon Series: Reception Uncovered 

 

 

Today’s theme: Rejection Is Not The Exception 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come 

from— and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by chil-

dren of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

                    

EXPLANATION OF TODAY’S THEME:       

When one proclaims God's Word, typically the intentions are good. We want others to know 

the joy of salvation and the love of Christ. Therefore, it can be surprising to us when God's 

Word is met with apathy or rejection by those who hear it. It's easy to conclude that when the 

Word of God offends human minds and hearts (including our own), something has gone 

wrong. The truth that is uncovered this week is that rejection of Jesus' words is not the excep-

tion but the rule. Jesus' words will always offend. However, we will see that God can use even 

the rejection of his Word for good.  

 

 

 

 

 

                          DIVINE SERVICE II with HOLY COMMUNION  

                       [Divine Service II is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.]  
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OPENING HYMN                     Arise, Your Light Has Come 

                                   Christian Worship 387 
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                                                  CONFESSION OF SINS 

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of  

our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.    

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 
                                                                                   

 

                 ABSOLUTION  

 

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the  

  sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in  

Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

[Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest worship responses  

in the Christian church.] 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.    

 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to sus- 

tain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may be 

brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

 

 

 

            INVOCATION 
[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Triune God and 

the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms] 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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For patience and perseverance in this life, that we many not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

Amen.  

 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD (Luke 2:14)                      Sung to the tune of hymn 84 

Gloria in Excelsis                                                CW:93 

 

 

 

    All glory be to God on high! 

    Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 

    We praise you for your peace and grace,  

    Your favor toward our fallen race. 

 

    Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 

    For your great glory, heav’nly King,  

    For all, O Father, you have done  

    Through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 

 

    O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

    You take all human sin away. 

    Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  

    From God’s right hand, your mercy share 

 

    You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;  

    The Father’s glory you made known.  

    We by your Spirit sing again: 

    “All glory be to God!” Amen.   

 

 

 

                   PRAYER OF THE DAY 

             [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with authority. 

Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, 

bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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                  THE WORD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]  

 

FIRST READING                                               Isaiah 61:1-6 

 Israel had rejected the Lord and his Word. So God allowed them to be conquered and carried off as cap-

tives. Yet he also promised to forgive their rejection and grant new freedom.  
 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good 

news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the cap-

tives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the 

day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 
3
and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 

to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a gar-

ment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of 

the Lord for the display of his splendor. They will rebuild the ancient ruins  and restore the places 

long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. 
5 
Strangers will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. 

6 
And you will be 

called priests of the Lord, you will be named ministers of our God. You will feed on the wealth of 

nations, and in their riches you will boast.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 [As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing     

                    psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.]  

PSALM OF THE DAY                  Psalm 146B 

                                     Christian Worship 

 

  *Solo voice will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

     Solo voice will sing the verses. Congregation will sing the refrain. 
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   Put your trust in princes, mortal men who cannot save. 

   Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD, the God of Jacob. 

    

   Refrain 

 

 

   The LORD gives food to the hungry, the LORD sets prisoners free. 

   He gives sight to the blind and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 

   Refrain 

 

   God watches over the outcast and sustains the widow and the orphan. 

   God will reign forever; he is LORD to all generations. 

 

   Refrain 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING                                                        Acts 4:23-31 

Just as the Jewish religious leaders had rejected Jesus, they rejected the work and words of the apostles. 

And so the apostles prayed for boldness to proclaim the gospel in the face of that opposition.  

 
23 

On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief 

priests and the elders had said to them. 
24 

When they heard this, they raised their voices together in 

prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and 

everything in them. 
25 

You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father 

David:  

    “‘Why do the nations rage 

        and the peoples plot in vain? 

    
26 

The kings of the earth rise up 

          and the rulers band together 

    against the Lord 

          and against his anointed one?”  

 
27 

Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this 

city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 
28 

They did what your power 

and will had decided beforehand should happen. 
29 

Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable 

your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 
30 

Stretch out your hand to heal and perform 

signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
31 

After they prayed, the place 

where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the 

word of God boldly.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 



8  

                                                            

     

 

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past   

                     2,000 years.  Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect  

                                                          for the words of our King.]  

 

Please stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our 

hearts to hear the Gospel reading. 

 

  *Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

          *Solo voice will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 

             (Luke 4:18)  

 

GOSPEL READING                        Luke 4:16-30 

In one of Jesus' first sermons, delivered in his hometown, people took offense at his words and ultimately re-

jected him.    

         
16 

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 

synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 
17 

and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:   

 

    18 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

               because he has anointed me 

              to proclaim good news to the poor. 

          He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

                  and recovery of sight for the blind, 

           to set the oppressed free, 

    
19

  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  

 

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the 

synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 

hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t  
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this Joseph’s son?” they asked. 
23 

Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 

‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that 

you did in Capernaum.’”  
24 

“Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his 

hometown. 
25 

I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was 

shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 
26 

Yet Elijah was 

not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 
27 

And there were many 

in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only 

Naaman the Syrian.” 
28 

All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 
29 

They 

got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, 

in order to throw him off the cliff. 
30 

But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

                          The children are invited to come up to the front to sit with Pastor Horn. 

 

     *The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel reading. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      
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SERMON                     based on Luke 4:16-30 

   Sermon theme not available at time of printing                

 

     CONFESSION OF FAITH  

† Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in 

the fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, 

equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity. 

 

              THE NICENE CREED 

  

  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

          maker of heaven and earth, 

          of all that is, 

          seen and unseen. 

 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

         eternally begotten of the Father, 

         God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

         begotten, not made, 

         of one being with the Father. 

 

     Through him all things were made. 

     For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

          was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

          and became fully human. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered death and was buried. 

     On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

     and his kingdom will have no end. 

      

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

   We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

   We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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OFFERING 

[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click     

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

    [The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we  

belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all    

      God's people on earth.] 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

                    THE SACRAMENT 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is good and right so to do.  

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord who lived among us as a hu-

man being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the 

saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)          

Isaiah 6:3 This is the song of the angels in heaven. *Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early 

as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth 

century. 

 

       1 O holy, holy, holy    2 Hosanna in the highest! 

             Lord God of pow’r and might,        How truly blest is he 

          Your glory, earth and heaven               Who in God’s name is coming 

          In countless ways recite.         To set his people free! 

             Hosanna! Come and save us,                He comes to bring salvation 

                 Lord God of hosts on high,                  And with his blood outpoured, 

              And in your grace and mercy               Deliver us from bondage— 

           Receive our fervent cry.        Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

 

                   Sung to the hymn tune of 372 

                                        CW:93 

     

          

 

               WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

                                                Matthew 26:26-28 ,1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

 †As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation 

                       and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is  

my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 

 

PAX DOMINI (John 20:19,21,26) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.   

 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

   John 1:29  *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Latin: Agnus Dei), who was offered as a  sacrifice for sin once for all.   
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DISTRIBUTION* 

*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 

and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN    
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SONG OF SIMEON† (Nunc Dimittis)                   Sung to the hymn tune of 368 

Luke 2:29-32                                       CW:93 

 

     1 O Lord, now let your servant    

                Depart in peace, assured:    

          For I have seen your promised   , 

                 Incarnate, saving Word—     

           A Light that will enlighten     

                 All gloom where Gentiles dwell;   

       The brilliant, crowning glory    

               Of those in Israel!         
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O give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 

For his mercy endures forever. 

 

 

PRAYER 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our 

humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. 

We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so 

that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

                                                          BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, 
            “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

      

      Serving at Worship 

 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Flautist: Laura Sanford 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt-Sampson 

Soloist: Becky Horn 
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          ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR 

Pre-K—6th Grade—Bible history stories and how they point to Christ 

7th-8th Graders—Catechism: studying the Baptism section of the catechism 

Teens, College Students and Adults—We will be focusing our attention on the topic of “I’d like to 

read my Bible, but…” 

 

 

CAMPUS MINISTRY - Thursday Tune-Ups 

Thursday, January 27th at 8:30pm. 1893 E 600 N West Lafayette, IN 47906  Welcome to our 

Thursday night Bible Study for college students! Just as your bicycle needs a tune-up to stay run-

ning smoothly to get you to class, your bodies, minds and souls need a tune-up to stay healthy. 

We'll have food, build friendship and grow in God's Word.  

 

 

2nd ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF—SATURDAY, JANUARY 29th 

Our 2nd Annual Lamb of God Chili Cook-off is coming! Dust off those recipes and be prepared to 

battle NEXT Saturday night, January 29th from 5:00-9:00pm. We’ll enjoy some great chili, have 

games available to play, and enjoy an evening of fellowship and fun together. Can anyone defeat 

Pastor or Becky Horn for the titles? 

 

 

Our next Mornings with Mommy session will be held  this next Thursday, 

January 27th from 10:00-11:00am. The theme will be Winter Days. This is 

great opportunity for parents, grandparents and guardians to spend some 

special time with their little ones. Spread the word! 

 
 
 

 
 
JESUS CARES 

Our next Jesus Cares will be held on Thursday, February 10th at 6:30pm. This is our outreach 

and ministry to our neighbors in the Greater Lafayette Area who have special needs and their care-

givers. If you know someone who might enjoy this service, please spread the word! If you would like 

to volunteer, please contact Jennifer Holmes at 765-588-7593 or via email at: 

                                                    Jennykay1979@yahoo.com. 
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GIVING AT LAMB OF GOD 

Looking for a simple way to give gifts to your Lord for his kingdom work?  Consider using your 

bank's online "bill pay" option. Select Lamb of God as the vendor you wish to "pay" and funds can 

be transferred with no fee to you or the church. If you have any questions, reach out to our congre-

gation's treasurer Eric Becker.  

 

 

A God-Lived Life Stewardship Challenge 

Stewardship is about more than money. It’s our whole lives. Jesus lived his life and gave his life for 

us. Our loving response is to imitate that. 

 

For the next twelve months, God’s Word will be challenging us, and we’ll be challenging one anoth-

er to live a God-lived life. And that encompasses everything. We will be talking about a life of being 

a disciple, a life lived for others, a life of hospitality, and a life lived shrewdly. 

 

Each quarter, we will be introduced to a challenge that we then prayerfully commit to carrying out 

the rest of the quarter. How will we commit to the challenges? As individual members, we are going 

to fill out a different challenge card each month. This will help to involve our entire family of faith in 

the challenges and help us encourage each other in the challenges. May God bless us as we grow 

in his Word and in our lives of living it! 

 

Our first God-Lived Life launch Sunday is January 30, 2022: A life of being a disciple.  

 

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for our Mornings with Mommy ministry as well as for our 

Jesus Cares ministry that we might reach the Greater Lafayette area with the message of Jesus; 

that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all  

those who are suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the Lord grant wis-

dom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State Congress; 

for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us 

and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we 

support our neighbors in need.   

                                                                   

          


