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January 9, 2022 

 

Sermon Series: Uncovered 

 

Today’s Theme: 

 

 Anointing Uncovered: What the Eye Sees Differs from What God Decrees 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, in-

nocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please 

come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children 

of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

  

 

EXPLANATION OF THE THEME OF THE DAY: 

Our sight tends to be the sense we trust most. We say we will believe something when we see it. 

That presents a problem when it comes to the work of God. So often what our eye sees differs 

from what God decrees. This is true of the life of Jesus. In the eyes of the world, he was nothing 

special. This is also true in the life of the Christian. To the world, the believer does not look more 

blessed than the unbeliever. In fact, the believer may appear to have more hardships as the devil 

and his allies attempt to destroy him. So, to assure his children, God connects his grace, power, 

and blessing to something we can see—a visible sign: the anointing of baptism.  

 

 

 

 

THE RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM  

God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and for mutual 

Encouragement. This alternate beginning for worship is intended for use not only 

when there is a baptism but may be used on any occasion to remind God’s people 

of  Baptism’s continuing blessings. 
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OPENING HYMN               See This Wonder In The Making 

 

     1. See this wonder in the making;   2. Miracle each time it happens 

         God himself this child is taking       as the door of heaven opens 

         as a lamb safe in his keeping       and the Father beams, “Beloved, 

         his to be, awake or sleeping.       heir of gifts a king would covet!” 

 

     3. Far more tender than a mother   4. Here we bring a child of nature; 

         far more caring than a father,       home we take a newborn creature, 

         God, into your arms we place them,      now God’s precious son or daughter, 

         with your love and peace embrace them.      born again by Word and water. 

 

 

 

                                                             INVOCATION 

   [We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the 

                         Triune God and the sign of the cross, remind worshipers of their baptisms.] 

 

In the name of the Father and of the ╬ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

                THE RITE OF BAPTISM FOR: 

 

                   Noelle Gloria Amstutz 

                   Andrew Hunter Brzezinski 

                   Deklann Carter Brzezinski 

                   Benjamin Charles Cloonan 

 

 

                    CONFESSION 

 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have com-

manded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents we inherit a sinful 

nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal death. 

But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on the 

cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. We re-

call what Baptism means for our daily lives: 
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Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow and repent-

ance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that a new person 

should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

 

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 

 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 

thoughts, words and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart. I have not loved oth-

ers as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid 

for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God have mercy 

on me, a sinner. 

 

God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and united us to the 

death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives your sins, removes your guilt, and 

strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His promise is for you and your children, and he will never 

forsake you. Your sins are forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

                                                   CONFESSION OF FAITH  

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The 

Apostles’ Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and 

use dates to the early years of the Christian Church. The creed was originally chanted rather than spoken.]   
 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       born of the virgin Mary, 

       suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 

He descended into hell. 

   The third day he rose again from the dead. 

   He ascended into heaven 

       and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

   From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy Christian Church, 

           the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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     Sacrament of Baptism 

 

The Gospel according to St. Mark: 

 

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples re-

buked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to 

me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, any-

one who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the chil-

dren in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. 

 

[Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart † to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the 

crucified. 

 

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new birth of water and the 

Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen you with his grace all the days of your life. 

Peace be with you. 

 

Let us pray: 

 

We give you thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received Noelle, Andrew, Deklann and 

Benjamin as your own children and made them members of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we 

pray, grant to them and to all your church on earth that, being dead to sin, we may live to righteous-

ness and, being buried with Christ into his death, we may also share in his resurrection, so that, with 

all your saints, we may inherit eternal life; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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HYMN     

          

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

               

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray: 

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your beloved Son 

and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as 

your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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      THE WORD 
[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)] 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                           1 Samuel 16:1-13  

  To the eyes of the average Israelite, the young boy David was not the best choice to be king. Yet he was 

           God's choice, a man after God's heart. The Lord made his choice known through an anointing.  
 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over 

Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have 

chosen one of his sons to be king.” 

 

 
2 
But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”  The Lord said, “Take a 

heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 
3 
Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 

will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”  

 
4 
Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trem-

bled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”  
5 
Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I 

have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” 

Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6 
When they arrived, 

Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.”  But 

the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. 

The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks at the heart.”  

 
8 
Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 

“The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 
9 
Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, 

“Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 
10 

Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samu-

el said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 
11 

So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you 

have?”  “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”  

 

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 
12 

So he sent for him and had him 

brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features. Then 

the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 
13 

So Samuel took the horn of oil and anoint-

ed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully 

upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah.    

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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     [As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from  

     the Scriptures by singing psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.] 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                             Psalm 2A 

                                                    Christian Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Why do the / nations rage? 

      Why do the peoples / plot in vain? 

 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers assemble a- / gainst the LORD 

       and against his A- / nointed One.   Refrain 

 

 He who sits in / heaven laughs; 

       the LORD / scoffs at them. 

 Then he addresses them in his anger and frightens them with his fury, / saying, 

       “I have set my King on Zion, my / holy hill.”   Refrain 

 

 I will declare the / LORD’s decree: 

       He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- / gotten you.” 

 Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

       and to the / Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the be- / ginning, 

       is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

 

   

SECOND READING                                                                         Titus 3:4-7 

In the eyes of the world, baptism appears to be just a ceremonial washing. St. Paul tells us it is so much 

more. It is a second birth that bestows salvation and the Spirit.  
 
4 
But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 

5 
he saved us, not because of right-

eous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
6 
whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Sav-

ior, 
7 
so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal 

life.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past 

2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of  respect for the words of our 

King.]  

 

Please stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our 

hearts to hear the Gospel reading. 

 

                      *Solo voice will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

    Solo voice will sing the verse. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. (Mark 12:11) 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                          Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

In the eyes of the Israelites, John the Baptist looked like he could be the Messiah. He was a powerful preach-

er who lived a unique life. Jesus looked ordinary by comparison. Yet, he was God's Anointed One, a choice 

made clear in Jesus' baptism.  
 
15 

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly 

be the Messiah. 
16 

John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful 

than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. 
17 

His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 

wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  
21 

When all the people 

were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened 
22 

and 

the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You 

are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Please be seated 
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   CHILDREN’S SERMON 

            The children are invited to come up to the front with Pastor Horn 

 

 

      [The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.]   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                         
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SERMON                based on Titus 3:4-7 

 

                  What the Eye Sees Differs from What God Decrees   

 

 

             

 
OFFERING 

 [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambogodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906] or scan this QR code:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we 

belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of 

all God's people on earth.]   

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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HYMN 



13  

PRAYER 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let 

nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy peo-

ple, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  forev-

er. 

Amen. 

 

 

      BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they will 

put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

Serving at Worship 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt Sampson 

Soloist: Becky Horn  
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       ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—Sunday 9:15am 

Pre-K—6th Grade—Bible history stories and how they point to Christ 

7th-8th Graders—will be in catechism class studying Baptism 

Teens, College Students and Adults—We will be focusing our attention on the topic of  

Forgiveness. 

 

                                               

CAMPUS MINISTRY - Tuesday Tune Ups 

Tuesday, January 11th at 8:30pm. 1893 E 600 N West Lafayette, IN 47906  Welcome 

to Tuesday Tune-Ups for college students! Just as your bicycle needs a tune-up to stay running 

smoothly to get you to class, your bodies, minds and souls need a tune-up to stay healthy. We'll 

have food, build friendship and grow in God's Word.  
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 Our next Mornings with Mommy session will be held  this next Thursday, 

January 13th from 10:00-11:00am. The theme will be Color, Shapes and 

Numbers. This is great opportunity for parents, grandparents and guardians 

to spend some special time with their little ones. Spread the word! 

 

 

JESUS CARES 

Our next Jesus Cares will be held on Thursday, January 13th at 6:30pm. This is our outreach and 

ministry to our neighbors in the Greater Lafayette Area who have special needs and their caregiv-

ers. If you know someone who might enjoy this service, please spread the word! If you would like to 

volunteer, please contact Jennifer Holmes at 765-588-7593 or via email at:                            

     Jennykay1979@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

Giving at Lamb of God 

Looking for a simple way to give gifts to your Lord for his kingdom work?  Consider using your 

bank's online "bill pay" option. Select Lamb of God as the vendor you wish to "pay" and funds can 

be transferred with no fee to you or the church. If you have any questions, reach out to our congre-

gation's treasurer Eric Becker.  

 

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for Jennifer Wright, friend of Liz and Denver Sampson, as 

her father will be laid to rest this coming Wednesday; for our college students as they head back to 

class this week; for our Mornings with Mommy ministry as well as for our Jesus Cares ministry that 

we might reach the Greater Lafayette area with the message of Jesus; that the Holy Spirit would 

work in the hearts of all those who join us for worship each Sunday; for all those who are suffering 

from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Hol-

comb, President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the current state 

of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we 

need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors 

in need.  


