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January 2, 2022 

 

2nd Sunday after Christmas 

 

 Sermon Series: What Child Is This? 

 

   Today’s theme: He Turns Slaves Into Sons 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, in-

nocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please 

come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children 

of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

 

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

 

 

 

 

EXPLANATION OF THE THEME OF THE DAY: 

The ability to appreciate Christmas is directly proportional to the understanding of whom Christmas 

is for. Christmas is only meant for those who are held captive by our enemies, sin and death. 

Christmas is for people who have no power of their own to free themselves from those enemies. 

Christmas is for people who patiently wait for God to set them free. God's Christmas gift is for 

slaves, but it does not leave them that way. Jesus takes those born in slavery and turns them into 

sons and daughters of God. He makes us heirs of a glorious, eternal inheritance. He sets us free 

from a forced servitude to our enemies and replaces it with joyful service to our loving Father.                                  

 

 

 

                                                SERVICE OF THE WORD  

This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s 

Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise and thanksgiving. 
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OPENING HYMN 
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             INVOCATION 

     [We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the 

                       Triune God and the sign of the cross, remind worshipers of their baptisms.] 

 

The grace of our Lord ╬ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

                         CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. 

But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess 

our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 

against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I 

pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take 

away my guilt. 

 

 

                                            ABSOLUTION 

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the 

sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you 

strength to live according to his will. 

Amen. 

 

 

                           PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 
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        PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived 

among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all that we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

                 THE WORD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)] 

 

FIRST READING                                             Genesis 17:1-7 

    The Lord promised Abram that his descendants would become a great nation whom God  

                                 Almighty would love as his own sons and daughters.   

 

 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God Al-

mighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 
2 
Then I will make my covenant between me 

and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” 
3 
Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 

4 
“As 

for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 
5 
No longer will you be 
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called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. 
6 
I will 

make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 
7 
I will establish my 

covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the 

generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from  the Scriptures by singing psalms. 

               We continue this custom in the divine service.] 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                          Psalm 148A

                          Christian Worship 

 

             *Solo voice will sing the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

               Solo voice will sing the verses. Congregation will repeat the refrain as indicated. 

 

           Refrain:         Let all praise the name of the LORD. 

    Let all praise the name of the LORD.     

 

   Praise the LORD from the / heavens; 

      praise him in the / heights above. 

   Praise him, all his / angels; 

      praise him, all his / heavenly hosts. 

   Praise him, / sun and moon; 

      praise him, all you / shining stars.   

 

   Refrain 

 

   Praise the LORD / from the earth, 

      lightning and hail, / snow and clouds, 

   you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all / cedars, 

      wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and / flying birds, 

   kings of earth and all / nations, 

      young men and women, old men and / children. 

 

   Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

      and to the Holy / Spirit, 

   as it was in the be- / ginning, 

      is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   

 

   Refrain 
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SECOND READING                                                                                                     Galatians 4:4-7 

                         Christ has freed us from slavery and made us God's children and heirs.   

                    
4 
But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 

5 
to 

redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.
 
 
6 
Because you are his 

sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 
7 
So you 

are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 
    

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past      

     2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect  

                                                       for the words of our King.]  

 

Please stand 

 
 

                      GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares 

our hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]   

 

                  *Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

               Solo voice will sing the verse. Congregation will join in the refrain. 

                 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. (Psalm 98:3) 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                     Luke 1:68-75 

   At the birth of John the Baptist, his father Zechariah sings a song praising the Lord. God's people, held  

                                     captive by their enemies, would be redeemed and set free.  

 
68 

“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people and redeemed them. 
69 

He has raised up a horn
 
of salvation for us in the house of his servant David 

70 
(as he said through 

his holy prophets of long ago), 
71 

salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us—
72 

to show mercy to our ancestors  and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 

the oath he swore to our 

father Abraham: 
74 

to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without 

fear 
75 

in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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     [The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.]   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
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 SERMON                                                   based on Luke 1:68-75 

                           Pastor John Gensmer—Abiding Love Lutheran Church  

                                       Cape Coral, FL  

                                                  

 

       CONFESSION OF FAITH  

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The 

Apostles’ Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and 

use dates to the early years of the Christian Church.]   

 

               I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

             maker of heaven and earth. 

 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died and was buried. 

         He descended into hell. 

         The third day he rose again from the dead. 

         He ascended into heaven 

       And is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

         From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian church, 

             the communion of saints, 

         the forgiveness of sins, 

         the resurrection of the body, 

         and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or you can scan this QR code:  
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PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we belong 

to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all God's 

people on earth.]   

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

HYMN 



11  

PRAYER 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by 

your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in 

holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

                                                                 BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they 

will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 

 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Serving at Worship 

 

Pastor: John Gensmer—Abiding Love Lutheran Church— Cape Coral, FL 

Liturgist: Rob Smith 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt-Sampson 
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             ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAMILY BIBLE HOUR—RESUMES JANUARY 9TH at 9:15am 

Pre-K—6th Grade—Bible history stories and how they point to Christ 

7th-8th Graders, Teens, College Students and Adults—We will be focusing our attention on the 

topic of Forgiveness 

                                               

 

Our next Mornings with Mommy session will be held  this next Thursday, 

January 13th from 10:00-11:00am. The theme will be Color, Shapes and 

Numbers. This is great opportunity for parents, grandparents and guardians 

to spend some special time with their little ones. Spread the word! 

 

 

JESUS CARES 

Our next Jesus Cares will be held on Thursday, January 13th at 6:30pm. This is our outreach and 

ministry to our neighbors in the Greater Lafayette Area who have special needs and their caregivers. 

If you know someone who might enjoy this service, please spread the word! If you would like to vol-

unteer, please contact Jennifer Holmes at 765-588-7593 or via email at: Jennykay1979@yahoo.com 

 

WELS SINGLES FACEBOOK GROUP 

"If you're single (unmarried, divorced, widowed) and looking to socialize, make friends, or enjoy fel-

lowship with other singles who share your faith, we encourage you to join our Facebook group! Our 

group consists of over 500 members from around the world with ages ranging from 18-65+. We are 

an active group sharing Biblical encouragement, prayers, Lutheran memes, personal victories, and 

food. Our page is full of discussion posts and we typically have a weekly video hangout on Sunday 

evenings. We'd love to have you join us. 

                                    https://www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles    

 

 

 CONGREGATIONAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can 

serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations 

in the Greater Lafayette area.  This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below 

and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of  

January 1st-January 31st. You can sign up at: 

                               https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles
https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index
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Giving at Lamb of God 

Looking for a simple way to give gifts to your Lord for his kingdom work?  Consider using your 

bank's online "bill pay" option. Select Lamb of God as the vendor you wish to "pay" and funds can 

be transferred with no fee to you or the church. If you have any questions, reach out to our congre-

gation's treasurer  

Eric Becker.  

 

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." (1 Timothy 2:1-2) 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for Jude Zietlow, the son of friends of the Horn family, 

who broke his back in a skiing accident this past week; for Jennifer Wright, friend of Liz and Denver 

Sampson, whose father passed away this past week; for our Mornings with Mommy ministry as well 

as for our Jesus Cares ministry that we might reach the Greater Lafayette area with the message of 

Jesus; that the Holy Spirit would work in the hearts of all those who join us for worship each Sun-

day; for all those who are suffering from abuse in the home, that they might seek help; that the Lord 

grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State 

Congress; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will 

sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of 

Christ as we support our neighbors in need.  

    

 

              Christmas Season Sermon Series at Lamb of God 

                            What Child Is This?... 

  

   Sunday, January 9th—A Light For All People 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


