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December 12, 2021 

 

3rd Sunday in Advent 

 

When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles His Enemies 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come 

from— and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com 

Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube; Like us on Facebook. 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEN THE LORD COMES NEAR 

"Advent" is a Latin word that means "coming." The season of Advent is the four week period be-

fore Christmas that the Church uses to connect the two "comings" of Christ. The first time the 

Lord came into our world it was as a tiny, helpless baby, born in a manger in Bethlehem. Howev-

er, when Jesus comes again, it will be in all his power and glory with his angelic army behind him. 

He will be coming as judge at the end of time. Let us use these four weeks to see how the events 

of Jesus' first coming remove all our fears about his second coming. We can hold our heads high 

when the Lord comes near. 

 

EXPLANATION OF THE THEME OF THE DAY: 

Last week we saw that the Lord sends messengers to call us to repentance. This week we learn 

that those who refuse to heed that call to humble themselves will be humbled anyway. The Lord 

who once came near in flesh and now comes near in Word and sacrament will one day come 

near with consuming fire and judgment. The Lord will humble his enemies. This truth does two im-

portant things. First, it adds urgency to God's Advent call to repentance. second, it gives us com-

fort when we, as God's people, experience opposition from the world. Those who oppress and 

harm God's people will face justice.  
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Advent Gathering Rite  

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  
 

 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solo voice:   O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory 

  Your radiance shines in all who look to you. 

  Come, light the hearts of all in dark and shadow. 

        

 

The season of Advent is a time to prepare our hears for the coming of Jesus. 

We look forward to the coming of our Savior in the flesh as a babe in Bethlehem. 

 

We anticipate his return in judgement as our King. 

We welcome him in his daily coming to us in Word and Sacrament. 

 

Refrain: 

 

Solo voice:  O Spring of Joy, rain down upon our spirits. 

  Our thirsty hearts are yearning for your Word. 

  Come, make us whole, be comfort to our hearts. 

 

The season of Advent is a time to prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus. 

We will prepare our hearts by repenting of our many sins. 
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I have not always carried out my responsibilities… 

 as a husband, wife or single person, 

 as a parent or child, 

 as an employer or employee, 

 as a teacher or student. 

 

I have not always loved God with all my heart. 

I have not always gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction. 

At times, I have been dishonest, proud, and unforgiving. 

 

At times, I have been selfish, lazy, envious, and quarrelsome. 

I do not always speak in a way that builds others up, but instead, tears them down. I 

do not always treat my body as a gift from God; I do not always use it to his glory. 

I often allow indecent thoughts to linger in my mind. 

I have failed to do what is right and good in God’s sight.  

 

Refrain: 

 

Solo voice:  O Root of Life, implant your seed within us, 

  And in your advent draw us all to you. 

  Our hope reborn in dying and in rising. 

 

God has said through his apostle, “When we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will for-

give us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1John 1:9)  By the grace of God the Fa-

ther, he provided Jesus as the sinless one for you. He offered Jesus as the Lamb of God, whose 

blood washes all sin from you. God has pardoned your sins for Jesus’ sake. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus, and save us! Amen! 

 

Refrain: 

      

Solo voice: O Key of Knowledge, guide us in our pilgrimage. 

  We ever seek, yet unfulfilled remain. 

  Open to us the pathway of your peace.  

 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

            PRAYER OF THE DAY   

                      [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty deliver-

ance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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        LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

                                                              Advent 3 
  

We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. He came to defeat the 

prince of darkness. 

We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John proclaimed him the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  

 

We hear his call to see the light. 

We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence.  

 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

      

   

 

                             

 

FIRST READING                                                 Zephaniah 3:14-17  

 The prophet Zephaniah urges us to rejoice. Not only has the Lord taken away our punishment, 

   but he will defeat all the enemies of God's people.  

 

     
14 

Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, Daughter Je-

rusalem! 
15 

The Lord has taken away your punishment, he has turned back your enemy. 

The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm. 
16 

On that day they 

will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang limp
17 

The Lord your God is 

with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no 

longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.”  
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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         [As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures  

                     by singing psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.] 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                                                          Psalm 130 

                                                                                          CW93 

                                  *The congregation will sing the entire Psalm today 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

   Out of the depths I cry to / you O LORD;* 

        O Lord, / hear my voice. 

  

   Let your ears be at / tentive* 

         to my cry for / mercy. 

 

   If you, O LORD, kept a re / cord of sins,* 

         O Lord, / who could stand?  

 

    Refrain 

 

   I wait for the LORD and in his Word I / put my hope.* 

         My soul waits for the Lord more than 

           watchmen wait for the / morning. 

 

   O Israel, put your hope / in the LORD,* 

         For with the LORD is unfailing love 

         and with him is full re / demption. 

 

   Glory be to the Father and / to the Son* 

         and to the Holy / Spirit, 

   as it was in the be / ginning,* 

         is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   

 

   Refrain 
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SECOND READING                                                                       Philippians 4:4-7 

When the world opposes Christ and his Church, Christians do not respond with anxiety or anger, but gentle-

ness. We bring all our concerns to God in prayer and rest in his peace of knowing the Lord will humble his 

enemies in due time.  

 

     
4 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 

5 
Let your gentleness be evident to all. 

The Lord is near. 
6 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
7 
And the peace of God, which transcends all un-

derstanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 [It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past       

 2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the  

                                                           words of our King.]  

 

Please stand 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

                    *Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. 

                 *Solo voice will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain. 

 

             I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.   

                 (Matthew 11:10) 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                            Luke 3:7-18  

           Who is Christ's enemy? Anyone who refuses the gifts of his grace,  

              received humbly in repentant faith.  

 

     
7 
John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the coming wrath? 
8 
Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to 

say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can 

raise up children for Abraham. 
9 
The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does 

not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
10 

“What should we do then?” the 

crowd asked. 
11 

John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has 

none, and anyone who has food should do the same.” 
12 

Even tax collectors came to be baptized.  
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“Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 
13 

“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he 

told them. 
14 

Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort 

money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.” 
15 

The people were waiting ex-

pectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. 
16 

John an-

swered them all, “I baptize you with
 
water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps 

of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
17 

His win-

nowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will 

burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
18 

And with many other words John exhorted the people 

and proclaimed the good news to them. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Please be seated 

 

\ 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

        The children are invited to come to the front to sit with Pastor Horn.  

 

 

 

                  *The Hymn of the Day if assigned to this day because of its rich content and  

                     connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                          O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  

                   CW93 18—see next page      
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SERMON                                                                          based on Philippians 4:4-7  

  

                     God’s Peace Stands Guard 

 

 

                                                    CONFESSION OF FAITH  

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The 

Apostles’ Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and 

use dates to the early years of the Christian Church. The creed was originally chanted rather than spoken.]   

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, this only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

        From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E. 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or you can scan this QR code: 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since 

we  belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and 

struggles of all God's people on earth.] 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

       

HYMN  
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CLOSING PRAYER 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let noth-

ing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so 

that we may serve you in steadfast love and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 

 

                          BLESSING  

   Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD commanded Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless his people so that he                  

      might put his name on them. This blessing connects us to God’s people and his 

                                                     promises 3,500 years later.] 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace.   

Amen.   

 

 

 

                                         Serving at Worship 

 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Percussion: Henry Horn 

Flautist: Laura Sanford 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt 

Soloist: Paul Horn 

 

 

Aknowledgements 

NIV® Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1984 by 

Biblica, Inc. 

All rights reserved worldwide. Used by permission. 

The following items are all used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Music reprinted under OneLicense #A-732573  CCLI #5028554 

The Common Service Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music from The Lutheran Hymnal, 

1941, revised by James Engel. 

Advent Gathering Rite My Soul in Stillness Waits Text: O Anitphons, adapted. © 1982 GIA Publications, 

Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Tune and Setting: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 © 1982 GIA Publica-

tions, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Psalm 130 CW93 Tune and Setting: Michael Joncas. ©1998 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL. All rights re-

served. Used by permission. 
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          ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Family Bible Hour—Sunday Mornings at 9:15 

Pre-K—6th Grade—Bible history stories and how they point to Christ 

7th-8th Graders, Teens, College Students and Adults—We will be reading through the Gospel of Mark 

based on the devotion book: Mark: A Path Strewn with Sinners. If you would like to order the book, it is 

available on Amazon (free shipping for Prime members) or through shop.1517.org. 

 

 

WELS SINGLES FACEBOOK GROUP 

"If you're single (unmarried, divorced, widowed) and looking to socialize, make friends, or enjoy fellow-

ship with other singles who share your faith, we encourage you to join our Facebook group! Our group 

consists of over 500 members from around the world with ages ranging from 18-65+. We are an active 

group sharing Biblical encouragement, prayers, Lutheran memes, personal victories, and food. Our 

page is full of discussion posts and we typically have a weekly video hangout on Sunday evenings. We'd 

love to have you join us. 

                                   https://www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles    

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can serve 

the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations in the Great-

er Lafayette area.  This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below and sign up with 

family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of  

December 1st-December 31st.  You can sign up at: 

                             https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index 

 

 

Giving at Lamb of God 

Looking for a simple way to give gifts to your Lord for his kingdom work?  Consider using your bank's 

online "bill pay" option. Select Lamb of God as the vendor you wish to "pay" and funds can be trans-

ferred with no fee to you or the church. If you have any questions, reach out to our congregation's treas-

urer Eric Becker.  

 

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people - for 

kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness." 1 

Timothy 2:1-2 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for our Campus Ministry program and all of our college stu-

dents as they prepare for final exams and as they travel home for Christmas break; for our Mornings 

with Mommy ministry as well as for our Jesus Cares ministry that we might reach the Greater Lafayette 

area with the message of Jesus; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, 

Vice President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the current state of our world, that we remem-

ber our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us 

the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles
https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index
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                         Upcoming Advent and Christmas Services at Lamb of God 

 

                  Sermon Series Theme: When The Lord Comes Near… 

Sunday, December 19th— 4th Sunday in Advent—...He Lifts Up The Humble 

Friday, December 24th— Christmas Eve Candlelight Service— 7:00pm 


