December 5, 2021

2nd Sunday in Advent

When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles His People
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Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come
from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect
life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus
Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible,
God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a
curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you.
Please come back and worship with us again.
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website
www.lambofgodlafayette.com
Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube; Like us on Facebook.

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS
(www.wels.net) est.1850

Our theme for Advent:
WHEN THE LORD COMES NEAR
"Advent" is a Latin word that means "coming." The season of Advent is the four week period before Christmas that the Church uses to connect the two "comings" of Christ. The first time the
Lord came into our world it was as a tiny, helpless baby, born in a manger in Bethlehem. However, when Jesus comes again, it will be in all his power and glory with his angelic army behind him.
He will be coming as judge at the end of time. Let us use these four weeks to see how the events
of Jesus' first coming remove all our fears about his second coming. We can hold our heads high
when the Lord comes near.
EXPLANATION OF THE THEME OF THE DAY:
People tend to feel a lot of pressure this time of year. We want our houses to look good for out-oftown guests. We want to impress people with the thoughtfulness of our gifts. What a welcome relief, therefore, to hear what is required to meet the Lord: only repentance. You see, Jesus is not
someone we need to impress with our good works. Indeed, repentance is the opposite of work.
Repentance is the humble admission of our sin combined with the joyful trust that everything
needed to bring us close to God has already been done by him.
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RITE OF DEDICATION

We gather today to dedicate our new hymnals.
We give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
Gracious Father, we know you desire to be with us. You delight in hearing the prayers and praise of
your people.
Thank you, Lord, for the privilege of being your people, for the blessing of worship, for the
comfort and strength you give in this place, for the praise and joy you prompt in our hearts.
We thank you for your many gifts: for language, for music, and for the liturgy as a setting for your
marvelous grace in Baptism, in Holy Communion, and in the proclamation of your Word.
Bless us as we use this book.

Lord, you gifted the many people who helped prepare this book. Their service to you and to us is a
rich blessing. For those who have labored diligently in developing this worship book,
We thank you, O Lord.
For those who use their time and ability to assist our worship – for those who lead us in worship, for
singers and all other musicians, for those who prepare your house each week, for talent with flowers, banners, and all other arts,
We thank you, O Lord.
Lord, we confess that we have not always put our hearts and minds into worship as you desire. Forgive our sins of approaching you too casually, carelessly, infrequently, or without concentration on
your presence in worship.
Send your Holy Spirit so that the words and music of this hymnal become the sincere prayers and praise of our hearts.
Bless our use of old songs and forms, that we more deeply recognize our connection with your people of all times and the value of their contribution to our worship.
Bless our use of new liturgies and songs, that we see anew the wonder of your ways and the
privilege we have to praise you.
Bless us as we receive your priceless gifts and express our faith to you and to one another with
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.
Bless our sincere participation in worship.
May others who do not yet know you learn something of your love and power through all we do
here.
Move us to commit ourselves – heart and mind – to this vital part of our lives called worship.
To your glory, O Lord, and for the edification of your holy people we dedicate these hymnals, in the
name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Advent Gathering Rite

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the ╬ Holy Spirit be
with you all.
Amen.
Refrain:

Solo voice: O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory
Your radiance shines in all who look to you.
Come, light the hearts of all in dark and shadow.

The season of Advent is a time to prepare our hears for the coming of Jesus.
We look forward to the coming of our Savior in the flesh as a babe in Bethlehem.
We anticipate his return in judgement as our King.
We welcome him in his daily coming to us in Word and Sacrament.
Refrain:
Solo voice:

O Spring of Joy, rain down upon our spirits.
Our thirsty hearts are yearning for your Word.
Come, make us whole, be comfort to our hearts.

The season of Advent is a time to prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus.
We will prepare our hearts by repenting of our many sins.
I have not always carried out my responsibilities…
as a husband, wife or single person,
as a parent or child,
as an employer or employee,
as a teacher or student.
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I have not always loved God with all my heart.
I have not always gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction.
At times, I have been dishonest, proud, and unforgiving.
At times, I have been selfish, lazy, envious, and quarrelsome.
I do not always speak in a way that builds others up, but instead, tears them down.
I do not always treat my body as a gift from God; I do not always use it to his glory.
I often allow indecent thoughts to linger in my mind.
I have failed to do what is right and good in God’s sight.
Refrain:
Solo voice:

O Root of Life, implant your seed within us,
And in your advent draw us all to you.
Our hope reborn in dying and in rising.

God has said through his apostle, “When we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1John 1:9) By the grace of God the
Father, he provided Jesus as the sinless one for you. He offered Jesus as the Lamb of God,
whose blood washes all sin from you. God has pardoned your sins for Jesus’ sake.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus, and save us! Amen!
Refrain:
Solo voice:

O Key of Knowledge, guide us in our pilgrimage.
We ever seek, yet unfulfilled remain.
Open to us the pathway of your peace.

Refrain:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
[The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.]

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us
strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Advent 2
We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus, who came in history. He came into a world of sin
and death.
We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist prepared the way
of the Lord.
We hear his call to repent.
We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal.
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

THE WORD
[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]

FIRST READING
Malachi 3:1-7b
Through God's Word and the messengers who proclaim it, the Lord humbles his people, purifying
our hearts so that we might stand on the Last Day.
“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are
seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says
the Lord Almighty.
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But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a
refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in
righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in days
gone by, as in former years.
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“So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless,
and deprive the foreigners among you of justice, but do not fear me,” says the Lord Almighty.
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“I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the
time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to
me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past 2,000
years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]

Please Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
*Solo voice will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain.
*Solo voice will sing the verse. Congregation will sing the refrain.

Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. And all people will see God’s salvation.
(Luke 3:4,6)

GOSPEL
Luke 3:1-6
In grace, God sent his messenger, John the Baptist, to prepare people to meet the Lord.
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,
Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of
Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.
5
Every valley shall be filled in,
every mountain and hill made low.
The crooked roads shall become straight,
the rough ways smooth.
6
And all people will see God’s salvation.’”[
The Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
Please be seated
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
The children are invited to come to the front to sit with Pastor Horn.

*The Hymn of the Day if assigned to this day because of its rich content and connection
to the day’s Gospel.

HYMN OF THE DAY
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SERMON

based on Malachi 3:1-7b

Prepare by Repenting

CONFESSION OF FAITH
[Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed
in the fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are
true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.]

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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OFFERING
If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click
GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the
church—1893 E. 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or you can scan this QR code:

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH
[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all
God's people on earth.]

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who comes with his Father to
make his home in human hearts, working repentance and faith by his Spirit until he comes again.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their
glorious song:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)
Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9—This is the song of the angels in heaven. *Sanctus means “holy.” Used
possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship
by the fourteenth century.
Sung to the tune of CW419

1. O holy, holy, holy
Lord God of pow’r and might.
Your glory, earth and heaven
In countless ways recite.
Hosanna! Come and save us,
Lord God of hosts on high
And in your grace and mercy
Receive our fervent cry.

2. Hosanna in the highest!
How truly blest is he
When in God’s name is coming
To set his people free!
He comes to bring salvation
And with his blood outpoured,
Deliver us from bondageHosanna, mighty Lord!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Matthew 26:26-28 ,1 Corinthians 11:24,25
†As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation
and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

PAX DOMINI (John 20:19,21,26)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)
John 1:29 *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Latin: Agnus Dei), who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all.

DISTRIBUTION*
*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ
and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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THANKSGIVING

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)
(Luke 2:29-32)

Sung to the tune of CW 18

O Lord, now let your servant
Depart in peace, assured:
For I have seen your promised
incarnate, saving WordA Light that will enlighten
All gloom where Gentiles dwell;
The brilliant, crowning glory
Of those in Israel!

PRAYER
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in
the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again,
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said,
“So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].)
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace.
Amen.
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Serving at Worship
Pastor: Paul Horn
Flautist: Laura Sanford
Percussion: Henry Horn
Pianist: Liz Schmidt
Soloist: Becky Horn
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Family Bible Hour—Sunday Mornings at 9:15
Pre-K—6th Grade—Bible history stories and how they point to Christ
7th-8th Graders, Teens, College Students and Adults—We will be reading through the Gospel of
Mark based on the devotion book: Mark: A Path Strewn with Sinners. If you would like to order the
book, it is available on Amazon (free shipping for Prime members) or through shop.1517.org.

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT –THIS EVENING AT 6:30PM
The women of the congregation, as well as guests they might like to invite, are invited to join us for
this very special opportunity as we prepare our hearts and minds for the Christmas season.

Our next Mornings with Mommy session will be held Thursday, December 9th
from 10:00am-11:00am. The theme will be Happy Birthday, Jesus! This is
great opportunity for parents, grandparents and guardians to spend some special
time with their little ones. Spread the word!
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JESUS CARES MINISTRY
We will hold our next Jesus Cares service on Thursday, December 9th at 6:30pm. This is our new
ministry to our friends and neighbors in the Greater Lafayette area with special needs and their
caregivers. If you know someone who might enjoy this service, please spread the word! If you
would like to volunteer, please contact Jennifer Holmes at 765-588-7593 or via email at
Jennykay1979@yahoo.com.

WELS SINGLES FACEBOOK GROUP
"If you're single (unmarried, divorced, widowed) and looking to socialize, make friends, or enjoy fellowship with other singles who share your faith, we encourage you to join our Facebook group! Our
group consists of over 500 members from around the world with ages ranging from 18-65+. We are
an active group sharing Biblical encouragement, prayers, Lutheran memes, personal victories, and
food. Our page is full of discussion posts and we typically have a weekly video hangout on Sunday
evenings. We'd love to have you join us. https://www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles

CONGREGATIONAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can
serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations
in the Greater Lafayette area. This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below
and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of
December 1st-December 31st. You can sign up at:
https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index

Giving at Lamb of God
Looking for a simple way to give gifts to your Lord for his kingdom work? Consider using your
bank's online "bill pay" option. Select Lamb of God as the vendor you wish to "pay" and funds can
be transferred with no fee to you or the church. If you have any questions, reach out to our congregation's treasurer Eric Becker.

Prayer Requests
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2
Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments,
emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for all those affected by the school shooting in Michigan
this past week; for our Campus Ministry program and all of our college students as they prepare for
final exams; for our Mornings with Mommy ministry as well as for our Jesus Cares ministry that we
might reach the Greater Lafayette area with the message of Jesus; that the Lord grant wisdom to
Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State Congress; for the
current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give
us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support
our neighbors in need.
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Upcoming Advent and Christmas Services at Lamb of God
Sermon Series Theme: When The Lord Comes Near...
Sunday, December 12th— 3rd Sunday in Advent—...He Humbles His Enemies
Sunday, December 19th— 4th Sunday in Advent—...He Lifts Up The Humble
Friday, December 24th— Christmas Eve Candlelight Service— 7:00pm
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