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Welcome! We are glad that you have joined us to celebrate the birth of the Christ child. Our ser-

vice is printed for you in its entirety in this worship folder.  

 

Prayer before worship:  Father, open my heart to hear and believe your word, so that through 

faith your Son may take his rightful place not just in the manger, but also within my heart. In his 

name I pray. Amen.  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE                            December 24, 2021 

                   Service of Lessons and Carols 

 

Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and Carols service traditionally held at 

King's College, Cambridge, England, on December 24
th 

every year. Lessons and Carols was first 

held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army chaplain.  

 

WORSHIP THEME 

Welcome to worship this Christmas Eve. We trust that God will bless you in this service of lessons 

and carols/hymns. Our focus, “What Child Is This,” is found in every lesson and song. The pro-

gression of lessons and songs gradually reveals more and more details about this child. Imagine 

yourself as someone who, over centuries, is trying to figure out the nature of this child. Or, if the 

readings are not familiar to you, let the meaning of God’s gift become clearer and clearer to you 

as you hear each lesson and sing each carol. 

 

Tonight we ask that ancient question, “What Child Is This” as we sing our first carol, and let God’s 

Word shape and reveal that this is no ordinary child. This Christmas Eve, an angel answers that 

question. "A savior has been born to you." It is a stunning statement, for two reasons. First, this 

child looks nothing like what we would expect in a hero-savior. This child is weak, helpless, and 

mired in poverty. Second, he has come to bring salvation "to you." It is a salvation we all need 

desperately. It was God's gift to us, given on that first Christmas Eve. 
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Pastor: Paul Horn 

 

Lectors       Musicians    

Those reading the lessons tonight are:    

                  Alex Becker—guitar, trombone          

Eric Becker                           Katie Hefti—piano 

JW Holmes       Becky Horn—violin, viola, soloist 

Denver Sampson      Calliope Horn—violin, trumpet, soloist 

Don Correll       Henry Horn—cajón  

Mark Klockziem      Jason Horn—trumpet, choir, soloist 

Mike Smith       Paul Horn—trumpet 

Art Euler       Sophia Horn—violin, flute, soloist 

Alex Becker       Elizabeth Schmidt-Sampson– piano 

Mike Hefti                               Nick Smith—trumpet 

              

   



4  

HYMN            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

 

Beloved in Christ: In this Christmas season it is our duty and delight to hear again the message of  

the angels and, in heart and mind, to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which has come  

to pass, which the Lord has made known to us, the Christ-child, lying in a manger. 

 

Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God  from the first days  

after our fall, and into the birth and glorious redemption brought to us by this Holy Child. Let us  

hear how peace was lost, and how peace is restored.  
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But first, let us pray, for this is good and right. 

 

Heavenly Father, we pray for ourselves and all people who worship you and you 

Son this holy night. By your holy Word, lead us to say with the angels, 

Glory to God in the highest! 

 

We pray for your blessing upon the people of our city, our state, our nation, and  

our world. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

 

We pray for the poor and helpless, the cold and hungry, the sick and sad, that you 

would give them the joy of your salvation and the comfort of your presence. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

 

We pray for unbelievers and enemies of the Church, that through your Law and 

Gospel you would lead them to recognize your Son as their only hope for eternal 

life. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

 

Finally, we remember before you all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who live 

in greater light and beauty than we, that multitude which no one can number, who  

died in faith, and now praise you in your heavenly temple. We confess that we are  

united with them and with one another. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

      

We humbly offer up these prayers and praises in the words that Christ himself 

taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliv-

er us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

CAROL                           What Child Is This 

             - see next page 
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DEVOTION           based on 1 John 4:9-14 

 

                   Knowing God’s Love at Christmas    

 

 

FIRST LESSON                    Genesis 3:8-15 

                           What Child Is This? The Seed of the Woman 

8
They heard the voice of the LORD God, who was walking around in the garden during the cooler 

part of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 

among the trees of the garden. 
9
The LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are 

you?” 
10

The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, so I 

hid myself.” 
11

God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from 

which I commanded you not to eat?” 
12

The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me—she 

gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 
13

The LORD God said to the woman, “What have you 

done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

14
The LORD God said to the serpent: Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all the 

livestock, and more than every wild animal. You shall crawl on your belly, and you shall eat dust all 

the days of your life. 
15

I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your seed and 

her seed. He will crush your head, and you will crush his heel. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

CAROL                    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

                                   Christian Worship 350 

 

 1 Hark! The herald angels sing,    2 Christ by highest heav’n adored, 

    “Glory to the newborn King;       Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

    Peace on earth and mercy mild,       Late in time behold him come, 

    God and sinners reconciled!”       Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

    Joyful, all you nations rise,      Veiled in flesh the God-head see, 

    Join the triumph of the skies’      Hail th’ incarnate Deity! 

    With th’ angelic host proclaim,      Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

    “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”      Jesus, our Immanuel! 

    Hark! The herald angels sing,      Hark! The herald angels sing, 

    “Glory to the newborn King!”                “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

   Hail, the heavenly Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

   Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 

     Mild he lays his glory by, born that we may no more die, 

   Born to raise us from the earth, both to give us second birth 

   “Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”   
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SECOND LESSON                    Isaiah 9:2-7 

               What Child Is This? A Child Born to Us Who Walk in Darkness 

 

2
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. For those living in the land of the shadow 

of death, the light has dawned. 
3
You have multiplied the nation. You have increased its joy. They 

rejoice before you like the joy at harvest time, like the celebration when people divide the plunder. 
4
For you have shattered the yoke that burdened them. You have broken the bar on their shoulders 

and the rod of their oppressor, as you did in the day of Midian. 
5
Every boot that marched in battle 

and the garments rolled in blood will be burned. They will be fuel for the fire. 
6
For to us a child is 

born. To us a son is given. The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders. He will be named: Won-

derful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7
There will be no limit to his au-

thority and no end to the peace he brings. He will rule on David’s throne and over his kingdom, to 

establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from now on, into eternity. The zeal of the 

LORD of Armies will accomplish this. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

CAROL                                        Joy To The World 

  This familiar hymn echoes thoughts from the first reading as we jubilantly sing about the curse  

            of sin this child came to undo. 

                

1 Joy to the word, the Lord is come!       2  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let earth receive her King;                 Let all their songs employ,     

    Let ev’ry heart prepare him room                    While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    And heav’n and nature sing,                    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    And heav’n and nature sing,                     Repeat the sounding joy, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.               Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow      4  He rules the world with truth and grace 

    Nor thorns infest the ground;              And makes the nations prove 

    He comes to make his blessings flow          The glories of his righteousness 

    Far as the curse is found,         And wonders of his love, 

    Far as the curse is found,          And wonders of his love, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found.        And wonders, wonders of his love. 
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THIRD LESSON                              Micah 5:2-4 

 

                  What Child Is This? A Reason for Rejoicing in God’s Promise Fulfilled 

God wants there to be no doubt about his gift. Through prophecy he reveals the exact tiny village where Je-

sus would be born. The wonder of fulfilled prophecy continues to convince people about the validity of God’s 

gift even today.  

 

     2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 

come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 3 

Therefore Israel will be abandoned  until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, and the rest 

of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of 

the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they will live securely, for then his 

greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 
CAROL                                                     O Little Town of Bethlehem  
     
  O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!  

  Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  

  Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.  

  The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.  

 

  How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n!  

  So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 

  No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin  

  Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in.   

     
 

 

FOURTH LESSON                                                                                             1 John 4:9-14 

  

                                     What Child Is This? God’s Only-Begotten Son     
 

9
This is how God’s love for us was revealed: God has sent his only-begotten Son into the world so 

that we may live through him. 
10

This is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and 

sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11

Dear friends, if God loved us so much, we also 

should love one another. 
12

No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God remains in us 

and his love has been brought to its goal in us. 
13

This is how we know that we remain in him and he 

in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 
14

We have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to 

be the Savior of the world. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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CAROL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIFTH LESSON                              Luke 1:26-38 

            What Child Is This? The Child Conceived by the Virgin and the Holy Spirit - 

                             God and Man in One Person 

26
 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 

Galilee, 
27 

to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. 
28 

The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! 

The Lord is with you.” 
29

 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greet-

ing this might be. 
30

 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 

God. 
31

 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 
32

 He will be great 

and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father Da-

vid, 
33

 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”  
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34
 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

35 
The angel answered, “The Holy 

Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be 

born will be called the Son of God. 
36 

Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old 

age, and she who was said tobe unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 
37

 For no word from God 

will ever fail.” 
38

 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 

the angel left her. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

CAROL                           From Heaven Above To Earth I Come 

                                                     Christian Worship 331, st. 1-5 

This hymn written by Martin Luther has fifteen stanzas and was meant to be sung by children around 

the Christian tree as a play. Luther wrote the first five stanzas as if the angel were announcing the 

birth of Christ to us, reminding us of his love that sent him to free us from our sins. 
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SIXTH LESSON                              Matthew 1:18-25 

                         What Child Is This? God With Us, Immanuel 

 
18 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother, Mary, was pledged in marriage to Jo-

seph. Before they came together, she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 
19

 Joseph, her 

husband, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her. So he decided to divorce her pri-

vately. 
20

 But as he was considering these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in 

a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 

the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21

 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 

him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
22

 All this happened to fulfill 

what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23

 “Behold, the virgin will be with child and will 

give birth to a son. And they will name him Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.” 
24

 When Jo-

seph woke up from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him. He took Mary 

home as his wife, 
25 

but he was not intimate with her until she gave birth to her firstborn son. And he 

named him Jesus. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

CAROL                     O Jesus Christ, Your Manger Is        

                     Soloist will sing st. 1-2, Congregation st. 3-5 

                          - see next page 

 

Imagine Joseph’s confusion! And yet God’s love for him—and angelic intervention— enabled him to 

believe this hymn’s bold claim: Jesus, “your manger is my paradise.” We too, in the face of our con-

fusions and all the world offers (stanza 5), will “keep Christ as our true treasure.” 
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SEVENTH LESSON                                        Luke 2:1-7 

                            What Child Is This? The Son of Mary 

 

 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be taxed. 
2 
(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 

3 
And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

4 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out 

of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he 

was of the house and lineage of David:) 
5 
To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with 

child. 
6 
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 

delivered. 
7 
And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 

him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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HYMN                                                                                   

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EIGHTH LESSON                       Luke 2:8-14  

 

                                What Is This Child? A Savior Born For You 

 
8
 There were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

at night. 
9 
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified! 
10

 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good 

news of great joy, which will be for all people: 
11

 Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for 

you. He is Christ the Lord. 
12

 And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in swad-

dling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13

 Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heav-

enly army, praising God and saying, 
14

 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 

toward mankind.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks to be God! 

 



15  

CAROL    

“Gloria in excelsis Deo” is Latin for “Glory to God in the Highest!” We sing the song of the angels in      

   the Divine Service nearly every Sunday morning as a reminder of Christ’s birth. 
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NINTH LESSON                        Luke 2:15-20 

 

                       What Child Is This? The Child the Lord Has Made Known to Us 

 
15

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Now let’s 

go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16

 So 

they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
17 

When 

they had seen him, they told others the message they had been told about this child. 
18 

And all who 

heard it were amazed by what the shepherds said to them. 
19

 But Mary treasured up all these things, 

pondering them in her heart. 
20

 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 

things that they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

CAROL               Soloist sings st. 1-2, Congregation st. 3-4 
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OFFERING 

The members of this congregation have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and 

around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 

ministry. We welcome any gifts you feel led to give to further our ministry to the Greater Lafayette 

area. 

 

If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E. 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or you can scan this QR code: 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIGHTING OF CANDLES 

During the offering, ushers will come to your row and light the candle nearest the center aisle. 

Please then light the candle next to you until all the candles are lit in the row. When all the candles 

are lit, the lights will be dimmed. Remember to tip the unlit candle and leave the lit candle vertical. 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light. Grant that as we 

have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold him in all his glory in the life to 

come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

            

 

BLESSING 

May he, who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill us with such joy 

that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life. 

 

[This blessing has been spoken over God’s people for the past 3,500 years. “In this way I will put my 

name on them and bless them.” Numbers 6:22-27] 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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CAROL                                                                                         Silent Night, Holy Night 

This most famous and treasured Christmas hymn was written in 1818 by Joseph Mohr, an assistant 

priest in St. Nikolas Church in Austria, not too far from Salzburg. The story goes that Father Mohr 

wrote the text on Christmas Eve and that same day gave it to the organist of the church, Franz 

Gruber, and asked that it be set to suitable music for two solo voices, a choir with guitar accompa-

niment. That same night Gruber composed the tune we know so well. 

 

 Silent night! Holy night!      Silent night! Holy night!  

 All is calm, all is bright,      Shepherds quake at the sight.  

 Round yon virgin mother and child.    Glories stream from heaven afar;  

 Holy Infant, so tender and mild,                 Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia;  

 Sleep in heavenly peace,                           Christ, the Savior, is born!  

 Sleep in heavenly peace.                           Christ, the Savior, is born!  

 

                                               Silent night! Holy night!  

                                         Son of God, love’s pure light  

             Radiant beams from thy holy face 

                                        With the dawn of redeeming grace,  

                                               Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,  

                                               Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  
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 Lamb of God Lutheran Church seeks to reach out to the people of the Greater Lafayette area 

with the good news that Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, and that 

means you! We seek to carry out this mission, not only through bible study and worship on Sunday 

mornings, but also through our five main ministries listed below. If you would like to learn more 

about them, please speak to our pastor, he would love to take you out for coffee! Or visit our web-

site lambofgodlafayette.com and click on Our Ministries at the top of the home page. 

 

Campus Ministry 

Jesus Cares (ministry to people with special needs) 

Mornings with Mommy 

Music and Art Camp 

Bible Basics class 

      

 

 

 

 

   Christmas Season Sermon Series at Lamb of God 

                          What Child Is This?... 

  Sunday, December 26th—Our Substitute and Sacrifice 

  Sunday, January 2nd—He Turns Slaves Into Sons 

  Sunday, January 9th—A Light For All People 

 

 


