November 21, 2021

Thanksgiving Sunday

Sermon Series: Alone Together

Today’s theme: Grace Alone
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Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come
from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect
life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus
Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible,
God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a
curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you.
Please come back and worship with us again.
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website
www.lambofgodlafayette.com
Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube; Like us on Facebook.

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS
(www.wels.net) est.1850

GATHERING RITE FOR THANKSGIVING
INVOCATION
[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Triune God and
the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms]

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
HYMN RESPONSE:
We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator!
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring:
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you;
We bless your holy name; glad praises we sing.
I will praise you, O LORD, with all my heart;
I will tell of all your wonders.
I will be glad and rejoice in you;
I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.
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[Psalm 9:1-2]

(CW 609)

You are my God, and I will give you thanks;
you are my God, and I will exalt you.
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his love endures forever.
{Sing}

[Psalm 118:28-29]

We worship you, God of our fathers; we bless you.
Through trial and tempest our guide you have been;
When perils o’ertake us, you will not forsake us,
And with your help, O Lord, our battles we win.

(CW609)

Rejoice in the Lord always.
I will say it again: Rejoice!
Let your gentleness be evident to all.
The Lord is near.
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, pray in the name of Jesus.
With thanksgiving we present our requests to God.
[Philippians 4:4-7]
Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor
power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!
{Sing}

[Revelation 7:12]

With voices united our praises we offer;
To you, great Jehovah, glad anthems we raise.
Your strong arm will guide us; our God is beside us.
To you, our great Redeemer, fore’er be praise!

(CW609)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
[The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.]
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the
work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits,
and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer to Our Triune God
Let us pray.
Father in heaven, Creator of all things, you give us all that we need for body and life.
Every good and perfect gift comes from you, the Father of the heavenly lights. James 1:17
Lord Jesus Christ, by your suffering and death you have opened the kingdom of heaven to all
believers.
We approach your throne, O God, with confidence, for mercy and grace in our time of need.
Hebrews 4:16
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Holy Spirit, Counselor and Guide, you have raised us from death by your powerful Word.
You, O Spirit of God, have made us. Your breath, Almighty One, gave us life. [Job 33:4]
Lord, fill our hearts with thanksgiving for your mercy and love.
Move us with our hearts to believe and with our mouths to confess your saving name. Amen.
[Romans 10:10]

HYMN
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FIRST READING
Numbers 11:4-10, 18-20, 31-34
After the Israelites complain about the LORD’s care, he provides them with more food—and more
discipline, to lead them to repent.
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The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and
said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!” 7 The manna was like coriander seed and looked like resin. 8 The people
went around gathering it, and then ground it in a hand mill or crushed it in a mortar. They cooked it
in a pot or made it into loaves. And it tasted like something made with olive oil. 9 When the
dew settled on the camp at night, the manna also came down. 10 Moses heard the people of every
family wailing at the entrance to their tents. The Lord became exceedingly angry, and Moses was
troubled.
18

“Tell the people: ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow, when you will eat meat.
The Lord heard you when you wailed, “If only we had meat to eat! We were better off in
Egypt!” Now the Lord will give you meat, and you will eat it. 19 You will not eat it for just one day,
or two days, or five, ten or twenty days, 20 but for a whole month—until it comes out of your nostrils
and you loathe it—because you have rejected the Lord, who is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?”’”
31

Now a wind went out from the Lord and drove quail in from the sea. It scattered them up to
two cubits deep all around the camp, as far as a day’s walk in any direction. 32 All that day and
night and all the next day the people went out and gathered quail. No one gathered less than ten
homers. Then they spread them out all around the camp. 33 But while the meat was still between
their teeth and before it could be consumed, the anger of the Lord burned against the people, and
he struck them with a severe plague. 34 Therefore the place was named Kibroth Hattaavah, because there they buried the people who had craved other food.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing
psalms. We continue this custom in our service this morning]

PSALM OF THE DAY
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Psalm 100
Psalms for All Seasons

SECOND READING
Philippians 4:10-13
Paul the apostle expresses his contentment, from which comes the strength and grace that Christ
gives. We, too, can be content, for Christ gives us strength
10

I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were
concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I
have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know
what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation,
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who
gives me strength.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past
2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect
for the words of our King.]
Please stand

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 6.
Glory be to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL
Matthew 6:25-34
Jesus teaches us about the Lord’s care. Since our Father know what we need and loves us, we do
not need to worry about our needs being met.
25

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body,
what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of
the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single
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hour to your life? 28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow.
They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like
one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is
thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all
these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
The Gospel of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S SERMON
The children are invited to come up to the front and sit with Pastor Horn.

*The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.
HYMN OF THE DAY
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SERMON
Sermon title not available at time of printing

CONFESSION OF FAITH
[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we
remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The Apostles
Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and use dates to
the early years of the Christian Church. The creed was originally chanted rather than spoken.]

Please stand
Explanation of the 1st Article of the Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?
I believe that God made me and every creature, and that he gave me my body and soul,
eyes, ears, and all my members, my mind and all my abilities.
And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes,
food and drink, property and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, and all I own, and I
need to keep my body and life. God also preserves me by defending me against all danger
and guarding and protecting me from all evil.
All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in heaven, and not because I have earned or deserved it. For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey
him.
This is most certainly true.

OFFERING
[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click
GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the
church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906] or you may scan this QR code:
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things beautiful. You have provided green forests and refreshing streams. You have arranged the orderly procession of day and night for our work and rest.
Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the gentle breeze.
Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food and drink. Thank you
for our work, for projects that are done well, and for the approval of supervisors and teachers. Thank you for all who serve at night to make our days more pleasant.
Thank you for associates at work, for their encouragement and praise, and for the joys of human friendships.
Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and factories, for streets and highways, and
for all of life that flows so swiftly before us.
Thank you for children at play, their boundless energy, and their shouts of joy and laughter.
Thank you for the morning greetings we receive, and for all the smiles that come from faces loved by
you.
Thank you for Christian parents, for their affection and their care.

Hear us, Lord, as we give thanks for personal blessings.
Silent prayer
Thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, for his coming to us in Word and sacraments, for his giving
and forgiving, and for listening to our prayers. Receive our gifts and offerings as our sacrifice of
praise.
Lead us in thankful living today and always. Amen.
Give us this day our daily bread. What does this mean?
God surely gives daily bread without our asking, even to all the wicked, but we pray in this
petition that he would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.
What, then, is meant by “daily bread”?
Men: Daily bread includes everything that we need for our bodily welfare, such as food and
drink, clothing and shoes, house and home, land and cattle, money and goods,
Women: a godly spouse, godly children, godly workers, godly and faithful leaders, good government, good weather, peace and order, health, a good name, good friends, faithful neighbors, and
the like.
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BLESSING
[Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD commanded Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless his people so that he might put
his name on them. This blessing connects us to God’s people and his promises 3,500 years later.]

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace.
Amen.

Serving at Worship
Pastor: Paul Horn
Brass: Paul Horn, Jared Miller, Amanda Schoonmaker and Nick Smith
Pianist: Bethany Price
Violinists: Becky Horn and Allison Rosenblum
Acknowledgements
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reserved. Tune: BLOTT EN DAG (10 9 110 9 d) Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813-1882

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Family Bible Hour—Sunday Mornings at 9:15
Pre-K—6th Grade—Bible history stories and how they point to Christ
7th-8th Graders, Teens, College Students and Adults—We will be reading through the Gospel of
Mark based on the devotion book: Mark: A Path Strewn with Sinners. If you would like to order the
book, it is available on Amazon (free shipping for Prime members) or through shop.1517.org.

CHRISTMAS DECORATING
On December 3rd, we will hold our church Christmas decorating party and dinner for our Campus
Ministry students. Come join us for food, decorating, games and an all-around great night of fun!
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CHRISTMAS DECORATION WREATH PROJECT
Want to help with some new Christmas decorations for our beautiful new church? Sponsor a Family Wreath! We need several so please see the information board at the back of the sanctuary. You can also speak with Ramona Smith if you have further questions.
ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
The women of the congregation, as well as guests they might like to invite, are invited to join us for
this very special opportunity as we prepare our hearts and minds for the Christmas season. Our
Advent by Candlelight will take place on Sunday, December 5th at 6:30pm. Please contact Becky
Horn or Liz Schmidt-Sampson for further information.
SPECIAL MINISTRIES HIGHLIGHT: MILITARY SERVICES
WELS Military Services exists to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with men and women who serve
in the United States Armed Forces and with civilians who live far away from their home congregations. From Support Groups to Mission Projects, from Magazines to Newsletters, from resources on
PTSD and TBI to a Military Referral program, WELS Military Services is here to serve. If we can
assist you and your congregation in serving Military Personnel and their families in your church and
community, please let us know! For questions and more information go to wels.net/militaryservices. To refer, go to: wels.net/refer.
Our next Mornings with Mommy session will be held Thursday, December 9th
from 10:00am-11:00am. The theme will be Happy Birthday, Jesus! This is
great opportunity for parents, grandparents and guardians to spend some special time with their little ones. Spread the word!

JESUS CARES MINISTRY
We will hold our next Jesus Cares service on Thursday, December 9th at 6:30pm. This is our new
ministry to our friends and neighbors in the Greater Lafayette area with special needs and their
caregivers. If you know someone who might enjoy this service, please spread the word! If you
would like to volunteer, please contact Jennifer Holmes at 765-588-7593 or via email at
Jennykay1979@yahoo.com.

WELS SINGLES FACEBOOK GROUP
"If you're single (unmarried, divorced, widowed) and looking to socialize, make friends, or enjoy fellowship with other singles who share your faith, we encourage you to join our Facebook group! Our
group consists of over 500 members from around the world with ages ranging from 18-65+. We are
an active group sharing Biblical encouragement, prayers, Lutheran memes, personal victories, and
food. Our page is full of discussion posts and we typically have a weekly video hangout on Sunday
evenings. We'd love to have you join us. https://www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles
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CONGREGATIONAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can
serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations
in the Greater Lafayette area. This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below
and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of November 1st—November 30th. You can sign up at:
https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index

Giving at Lamb of God
Looking for a simple way to give gifts to your Lord for his kingdom work? Consider using your
bank's online "bill pay" option. Select Lamb of God as the vendor you wish to "pay" and funds can
be transferred with no fee to you or the church. If you have any questions, reach out to our congregation's treasurer Eric Becker.

Prayer Requests
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2
Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for safe travels for the members of our congregation who are traveling for the Thanksgiving holiday; for our Campus Ministry program and all of our
college students; for our Mornings with Mommy ministry as well as for our Jesus Cares ministry that
we might reach the Greater Lafayette area with the message of Jesus; that the Lord grant wisdom
to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Harris, and the United State Congress; for
the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and
give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.
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