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August 29, 2021 

 

Sermon Series: Love is part of obedience 

 

Today’s Theme: Zealous for the Right Reasons 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, in-

nocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please 

come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children 

of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING RITE ON HOLY BAPTISM & DIVINE SERVICE I  

God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and for mutual 

Encouragement. This alternate beginning for worship is intended for use not only 

when there is a baptism but may be used on any occasion to remind God’s people 

of  Baptism’s continuing blessings. 
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                                                                  INVOCATION 

   [We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the 

                         Triune God and the sign of the cross, remind worshipers of their baptisms.] 

 

In the name of the Father and of the ╬ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 

Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.     (John 3:5,6) 

 

Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us.  

                                                                                                         (Psalm 51:5) 

 

But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and by the Spirit of our God.       (1 Corinthians 6:11) 
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As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 

 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing 

with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrin-

kle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a called serv-

ant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 

╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

              THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

 

      Claire Elizabeth Duncan 
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                                                    CONFESSION OF FAITH  

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The Apostles 

Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and use dates to 

the early years of the Christian Church.]   

 

 

         THE APOSTLES’ CREED   

 

               I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

             maker of heaven and earth. 

 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died and was buried. 

         He descended into hell. 

         The third day he rose again from the dead. 

         He ascended into heaven 

       And is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

         From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian church, 

             the communion of saints, 

         the forgiveness of sins, 

         the resurrection of the body, 

         and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

HYMN                 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

                                  CWS 737, st. 1-3 
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                                                      PRAYER OF THE DAY   

                               [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, that we may 

obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

                                                               THE WORD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)] 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                           Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

                                       God himself sets the standard for obedience. 

 

     Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may 

live and may go in and take possession of the land the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving 

you. 
2 
Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of 

the Lord your God that I give you.   

6 
Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will 

hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding peo-
ple.” 

7 
What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is 

near us whenever we pray to him? 
8 
And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous de-

crees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today? 
9 
Only be careful, and watch 

yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from 
your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them.                                  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God!     

 

 

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from  

the Scriptures by singing psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.] 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                Psalm 119:129-136 

                  The People’s Psalter 

 



9  

Lord, your teachings are wonderful; I obey them with all my heart. 

As your word unfolds, light is shed and understanding is given to the simple. 

O Lord, I long for your commandments. Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I love your name. 

 

Refrain 

 

O Lord, let your words direct my steps that I may not be overcome with evil. 

Save me from those who would harm me so that I may keep your commands. 

Bless me with your presence and teach me your ways. 

My tears pour down like a river for those who break your law. 

 

Refrain 

 

 

SECOND READING                 Romans 9:30-10:4 

                        Christ is the end of the law.   

 

     30 
What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, 

a righteousness that is by faith; 
31 

but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as the way of right-

eousness, have not attained their goal. 
32 

Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it 

were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone. 
33 

As it is written:   

 

 “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble 

     and a rock that makes them fall, 

     and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 
 

10 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be 

saved. 
2 
For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on 

knowledge. 
3 
Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to establish their own, 

they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 
4 
Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may 

be righteousness for everyone who believes. 
 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

     
   
[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past 

  2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of  

      respect for the words of our King.]  

 

Please stand 
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The Gospel according to Mark chapter 7. 

Thanks be to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL                    Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

           Obedience exists only when a heart is right with God. 

 
     

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered 

around Jesus 
2 
and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were defiled, that is, un-

washed. 
3 
(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial 

washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 
4 
When they come from the marketplace they do not 

eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitch-

ers and kettles.
)  5 

So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples 

live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?”  

 
6 
He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: 

 “‘These people honor me with their lips, 

     but their hearts are far from me. 

 
7 
They worship me in vain; 

     their teachings are merely human rules.’ 
8 
You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.” 

 
14 

Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and understand 

this. 
15 

Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of 

a person that defiles them.”  

 
21 

For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, 

murder, 
22 

adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 
23 

All these 

evils come from inside and defile a person.”  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

                The children are invited to come to the front to sit with Pastor Horn. 
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             The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and  

                                                connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON                   Romans 9:30-10:4 

 

                    Zealous for the Right Reasons 
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OFFERING 

 [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since 

we belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and 

struggles of all God's people on earth.]   

 

   

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

    

HYMN                               Oh, How Good It Is 

                               Getty Music—see insert 

 

 

 

PRAYER 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let 

nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy peo-

ple, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

 forever. 

Amen. 
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                                                                      BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they will 

put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Serving at Worship 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt Sampson 

Soloist: Becky Horn 

Violinists: Becky Horn and Alison Rosenblum 
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      ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BIBLE CLASS AND SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUME—SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH 

We will resume our Family Bible Hour on Sunday, September 12th. We begin at 9:15. Please join us 

for this spiritually edifying hour. 

 

PURDUE CAMPUS MINISTRY WELCOME BACK—TODAY 

Today we officially welcome our college students back for the upcoming school year. We will be cel-

ebrating with a cookout after our church service. Please plan to stay!! 
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JESUS CARES—BEGINS SEPTEMBER 9TH! 

We will be holding our first Jesus Cares service on Thursday, September 9th at 6:30pm. Jesus 

Cares is our ministry to our friends in the Greater Lafayette area who have special needs. We will 

need volunteers for our new ministry and there will be lots of areas in which YOU can serve. Please 

contact Jenn Holmes at 765-588-7593 or via email at Jennykay1979@yahoo.com to add your 

name to our list of volunteers as we serve our neighbors and spread the news of God’s love for 

them. 

 

 

Congregational Volunteer Opportunities 

Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can 

serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations 

in the Greater Lafayette area.  This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below 

and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of August 

29th-September 30th: 

                           https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index  

 

SAVE THE DATES—Upcoming Fellowship Dates 

There’s nothing wrong with a little (or a lot) of lead time when planning events, so mark your calen-

dars for these fun fellowship opportunities we are planning this fall at Lamb of God. Be thinking of an 

unchurched friend or family member who might enjoy this laid back introduction to our church family: 

 

Friday, October 1st: Fish fry and bonfire event at church  

Saturday, October 16th: Congregational outing at Exploration Acres  

 

                               More information will be coming soon! 
 

 

Giving at Lamb of God 

Looking for a simple way to give gifts to your Lord for his kingdom work?  Consider using your 

bank's online "bill pay" option. Select Lamb of God as the vendor you wish to "pay" and funds can 

be transferred with no fee to you or the church. If you have any questions, reach out to our congre-

gation's treasurer Eric Becker.  
 

Prayer Requests  

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ail-

ments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for the situation in Afghanistan and for the families 

and friends of the victims who were killed this past week in the bombing outside the Kabul airport; 

for all those affected by Hurricane Ida; for our new Jesus Cares ministry as we plan for its start; for 

those suffering from abuse in the home that God would use us to reach out to them and that the 

abused would be willing to seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Mayors Roswarski and Dennis,  
     

https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index
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Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Harris and the US Congress; for the current state of our world, 

that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our 

Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need. 

 


