July 18, 2021

Sermon Series: Defining Church
Today’s theme: Expectations in the Church
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Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come
from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect
life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus
Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible,
God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a
curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you.
Please come back and worship with us again.
Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children of any age to keep notes during the service.
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com
Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube
Please take a moment to scan below to fill out our Connect Card so we know you
worshiped with us today!

SERVICE OF THE WORD AND SACRAMENT
The Service of the Word and Sacrament is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church.

2

OPENING HYMN
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INVOCATION
[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Triune God and the sign of the cross, remind worshipers of their baptisms.]

The grace of our Lord ╬ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you.
And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you
in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given us his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our
prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
Christ, have mercy
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship
and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender
care:
Amen
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The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

[The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day and ties into the gospel.]

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word.
By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and
love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD
[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]

FIRST READING

Acts 16:6-10
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Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been
kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they
passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the
vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach
the gospel to them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing
psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.]
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 119b
The People’s Psalter

Happy are those whose lives are blameless, who walk in the law of the LORD.
Happy are those who follow God’s commands, who seek the LORD with all their hearts.
Happy are those who never choose evil, but follow God’s ways.
LORD, you have given us your laws and have told us to keep them faithfully.
Refrain
Steady me, LORD, that I may be faithful in keeping your instructions.
If I concentrate on your commandments, I will never be put to shame.
As I learn your truth and justice, I will truly sing your praise.
I will obey your laws; LORD, never leave me alone.
Refrain

SECOND READING
15

Ephesians 1:15-23

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s
people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is
the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and
every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God
placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23which
is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past
2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect
for the words of our King.]
Please stand
The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 7.
Glory be to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL

Matthew 7:13-14
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“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life,
and only a few find it.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

CHILDREN’S SERMON
The children are invited to come to the front to sit with Pastor Horn.

[The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection
to the Gospel Reading.]

HYMN OF THE DAY
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Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head
Christian Worship 536
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SERMON
Expectations in the Church

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING
If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click
GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the
church—1893 E. 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or you can scan this QR code:
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PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH
[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since
we belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and
struggles of all God's people on earth.]
LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
[Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness
of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns.]

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us
by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory. Now have come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)
Isaiah 6:3 This is the song of the angels in heaven. *Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early
as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth
century.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

PAX DOMINI [The peace of the Lord. John 20:19-21]
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)
John 1:29 *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Latin: Agnus Dei), who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all.

DISTRIBUTION*
*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ
and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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I Come, O Savior, To Your Table
Christian Worship 310
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THANKSGIVING
THANK THE LORD

PRAYER
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you
in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming
again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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BLESSING
(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they
will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].)

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace.
Amen.
Serving at Worship

Pastor Paul Horn
Pianist: Liz Schmidt-Sampson
Soloist: Jason Horn
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fellowship Treat Sign-Up
After church fellowship treats are returning to Lamb of God! We at Lamb of God have always
enjoyed our fellowship time after church. Due to COVID, we have had that tradition on hiatus. We
are happy to announce that fellowship snacks have returned after church again. You will find a signup sheet on the counter at the back of the Sanctuary if you are so inclined to sign up for a week or
two.
ASSISTANCE NEEDED—Livestreaming and AV Help
We are looking for folks who are interested in assisting with livestreaming and AV set up on Sunday
mornings. Training will be provided. If you are interested in this helping with this very important part
of our ministry, please contact Pastor Horn.
HELP WANTED—Push Mowing and Trimming
We are so blessed to have our new church home! Along with this blessing comes some additional
volunteer needs to keep our property looking welcoming. We have a member who is volunteering
his time using his riding lawn tractor for the larger green spaces, however, we are setting up a rotation list of folks who are interested in assisting with push mowing and trimming. If you are
interested in joining this rotation, please call or text Jim Holmes at 765-426-5629.

Congregational Volunteer Opportunities
Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can
serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations
in the Greater Lafayette area. This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below
and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of July 1st—
July 31st. You can sign up at:
https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index

Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or Google
Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and search for Lamb of
God Lutheran Church. Once connected, you can manage your giving securely
and conveniently using your iOS or Android.

Traveling this summer?
If you are traveling this summer, check out our Synod’s website, wels.net, to locate a church to attend if your travels find you somewhere other than the Greater Lafayette area on a Sunday morning.
Once you get to the website, click on “Find a Church/School”, type in the area to which you will be
traveling and you will find a list of nearby churches.
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Prayer Requests
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2
Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; Denise, sister of Diane Brady, who is going
through some difficult times; for those suffering from abuse in the home that God would use us to
reach out to them and that the abused would be willing to seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to
Mayors Roswarski and Dennis, Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Harris and the
US Congress; that our Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Cheryl and Julie—the health care workers in
our congregation as well as all of the doctors and nurses in our country - that the Almighty Physician would guard and protect them from all disease and illness, and grant them patience, compassion and love to all they serve; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in
charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to
show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.
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