
м  

 

 

July 18, 2021 

 

Sermon Series: Defining Church 

 

Todayôs theme: Expectations in the Church 
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Welcome, guests!  Godôs love welcomes youðno matter who you are or where you come 

fromð and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

Godôs authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

Childrenôs ñMy Worship Notesò are included in another document. They can be used by chil-

dren of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Please take a moment to scan below to fill out our Connect Card so we know you 

worshiped with us today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD AND SACRAMENT 

The Service of the Word and Sacrament is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church. 
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OPENING HYMN 
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                                        INVOCATION 

  [We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Tri-

une God and the sign of the cross, remind worshipers of their baptisms.] 

The grace of our Lord ƫ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you. 

And also with you. 

      
                  

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. There-
fore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.  
 
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you 
in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given us his only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ƫ and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our 
prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
Christ, have mercy 
 
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship 
and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy 

 

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender 

care:  

Amen 
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The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
[The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day and ties into the gospel.]  

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word.  

By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and 
love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

        THE WORD 
                           [Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]  

 

FIRST READING                                                                                           Acts 16:6-10         

     
6 
Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been 

kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 
7 
When they came to the bor-

der of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 
8 
So they 

passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 
9 
During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedo-

nia standing and begging him, ñCome over to Macedonia and help us.ò 
10 
After Paul had seen the 

vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach 

the gospel to them.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing     
                    psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.]  
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PSALM OF THE DAY                   Psalm 119b                                                    

                   The Peopleôs Psalter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Happy are those whose lives are blameless, who walk in the law of the LORD. 

 Happy are those who follow Godôs commands, who seek the LORD with all their hearts. 

 Happy are those who never choose evil, but follow Godôs ways. 

 LORD, you have given us your laws and have told us to keep them faithfully. 

 

 Refrain 

 

 Steady me, LORD, that I may be faithful in keeping your instructions. 

 If I concentrate on your commandments, I will never be put to shame. 

 As I learn your truth and justice, I will truly sing your praise. 

 I will obey your laws; LORD, never leave me alone. 

 

 Refrain 

 

 

SECOND READING                 Ephesians 1:15-23 

     15 
For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all Godôs 

people, 
16 
I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 

17 
I keep asking 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit
 
of wisdom and 

revelation, so that you may know him better. 
18 
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlight-

ened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious in-

heritance in his holy people, 
19 
and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is 

the same as the mighty strength 
20 
he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him 

at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 
21 
far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 

every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 
22 
And God 

placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 
23
which 

is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past   

               2,000 years.  Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect  

                                                         for the words of our King.]  

 

Please stand 

 

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 7. 

Glory be to you, O Lord. 

                                                              

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                    Matthew 7:13-14 

 

     
13 
ñEnter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to de-

struction, and many enter through it. 
14 
But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, 

and only a few find it.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

CHILDRENôS SERMON 

  

  The children are invited to come to the front to sit with Pastor Horn. 

  

 

 

 [The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection 

 to the Gospel Reading.]   

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY              Lord Jesus Christ, the Churchôs Head 

                                    Christian Worship 536
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