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July 4, 2021 

 

 

Sermon Series: Defining Church 

 

 

Today’s theme: What’s the Church’s Assignment? 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— and so 

do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and 

triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ makes us special people, 

right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and guid-

ance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious observer with little religious background, we 

are delighted to share our worship with you. Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children of any 

age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS (www.wels.net) 

est.1850    

       Please take a moment to scan below to fill out our Connect Card so we know you 

                                                worshiped with us today!     

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  Common Service with Communion  

                       Divine Service II is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.  
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OPENING HYMN 
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               INVOCATION       

 [We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Tri- 

       une God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms] 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

                  CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,  
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed  
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is  
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY  

 

Lord, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

 

              ABSOLUTION 

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the    

   sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 
 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning  

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all  

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

        PRAYER AND PRAISE 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 
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GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis) 
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from  

the Scriptures by singing psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.] 

 

 

 

Psalm of the Day                               Psalm 66 

                    Christian Worship  

 

                                                          PRAYER OF THE DAY   

    [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. Pour into our 

hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, 

which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

                                                                  THE WORD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]  

FIRST READING                                                                                                     Jeremiah 28:5-9 

 

      
5 
Then the prophet Jeremiah replied to the prophet Hananiah before the priests and all the peo-

ple who were standing in the house of the Lord. 
6 
He said, “Amen! May the Lord do so! May 

the Lord fulfill the words you have prophesied by bringing the articles of the Lord’s house and all 

the exiles back to this place from Babylon. 
7 
Nevertheless, listen to what I have to say in your hear-

ing and in the hearing of all the people: 
8 
From early times the prophets who preceded you and me 

have prophesied war, disaster and plague against many countries and great kingdoms. 
9 
But the 

prophet who prophesies peace will be recognized as one truly sent by the Lord only if his predic-

tion comes true.”  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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   Shout with joy to God, all the earth!*  

                  Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious!  

 

   Praise our God, O peoples,*  

        let the sound of his praise be heard.   

 

   He has preserved our lives*   

        and kept our feet from slipping. 

 

   Refrain     

 

   Come and listen, all you who fear God;* 

        let me tell you what he has done for me.  

 

   If I had cherished sin in my heart,* 

        the Lord would not have listened;  

 

   but God has surely listened*  

        and heard my voice in prayer. 

  

   Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

             and to the Holy Spirit, 

    as it was in the beginning,* 

               is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

    Refrain 
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SECOND READING                             Romans 6:1b-11 

 

     Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 
2 
By no means! We are those who have died 

to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 
3 
Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4 
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into 

death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 

may live a new life.  
5 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be 

united with him in a resurrection like his. 
6 
For we know that our old self was crucified with him so 

that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—

 
7 
because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 

8 
Now if we died with Christ, we believe 

that we will also live with him. 
9 
For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot 

die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 
10 

The death he died, he died to sin once for 

all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
11 

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to 

God in Christ Jesus. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

  [It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past       

   2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the  

                                          words of our King.]  

 

 

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 13. 

Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

THE GOSPEL                                                                                               Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43 

     
     24 

Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed 

in his field. 
25 

But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the 

wheat, and went away. 
26 

When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also ap-

peared. 
27 

“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? 

Where then did the weeds come from?’ 
28 

“‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him, 

‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
29 

“‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the 

weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 
30 

Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I 

will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the 

wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 

 
36 

Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us 

the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
37 

He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the 

Son of Man. 
38 

The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The 

weeds are the people of the evil one, 
39 

and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is 

the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
40 

“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the  
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fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 
41 

The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed 

out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 
42 

They will throw them into the 

blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43 

Then the righteous will shine 

like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord! 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

                The children are invited to come to the front to sit with Pastor Horn. 

 

 

 
*The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and  

connection to the day's Gospel. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY               Hark! The Voice of Jesus Crying 

                          Christian Worship 573 
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SERMON 

    

       What’s the Church’s Assignment? 
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      NICENE CREED  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,  

seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 

with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was bur-

ied. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spo-

ken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  

† Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in 

the fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, 

         equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity. 

OFFERING 

[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or you can scan this QR code: 
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PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since 

we belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and 

struggles of all God's people on earth.]   

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

               THE SACRAMENT 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord!  

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise!  

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, ho- 

ly Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherev-

er two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes 

again in glory.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name, and join their glorious song: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

Isaiah 6:3  This is the song of the angels in heaven. *Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early 

as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth 

century.  
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             WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

                                                Matthew 26:26-28 ,1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

 †As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation 

               and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is  

my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI (John 20:19,21,26) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.   
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

   John 1:29  *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Latin: Agnus Dei), who was offered as a  sacrifice for sin once for all.   

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION* 

*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 

and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN                                                                   Sent Forth By God’s Blessing 

                                  Christian Worship 318 

 

                    Oh Lord, We Praise You 

               Christian Worship 317 
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SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)   

        

PRAYER 

 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our 

humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. 

We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so 

that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

                                                          BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, 
                “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

 Amen. 
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                                                        Serving at Worship 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Pianist: Bethany Price 

Soloist: Becky Horn 
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                    ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Fellowship Outing 

We are tentatively planning a fellowship picnic for Sunday, July 11th at Fairfield Lakes. Stay tuned 

for further details. 

 

Fellowship Treat Sign-Up 

After church fellowship treats are returning to Lamb of God! We at Lamb of God have always 

enjoyed our fellowship time after church. Due to COVID, we have had that tradition on hiatus. We 

are happy to announce that fellowship snacks have returned after church again. You will find a sign

-up sheet on the counter at the back of the Sanctuary if you are so inclined to sign up for a week or 

two.  

 

HELP WANTED—Push Mowing and Trimming 

We are so blessed to have our new church home! Along with this blessing comes some additional 

volunteer needs to keep our property looking welcoming. We have a member who is volunteering 

his time using his riding lawn tractor for the larger green spaces, however, we are setting up a rota-

tion list of folks who are interested in assisting with push mowing and trimming. If you are 

interested in joining this rotation, please call or text Jim Holmes at 765-426-5629.  
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Traveling this summer? 

If you are traveling this summer, check out our Synod’s website, wels.net, to locate a church to at-

tend if your travels find you somewhere other than the Greater Lafayette area on a Sunday morning. 

Once you get to the website, click on “Find a Church/School”, type in the area to which you will be 

traveling and you will find a list of nearby churches. 

 

Congregational Volunteer Opportunities 

Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can 

serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations 

in the Greater Lafayette area.  This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below 

and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of June 1st-

June 30th. You can sign up at: 

                         https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index  

 

 

 

Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or Google 

Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and search for Lamb of 

God Lutheran Church. Once connected, you can manage your giving secure-

ly and conveniently using your iOS or Android phone. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ail-

ments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; all those in our congregation who are traveling 

this summer; that our online outreach efforts would reach more and more people with the gospel; 

that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Trump, Vice President Pence, and the 

Coronavirus Task Force; that our Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Abbey, Cheryl and Julie—the 

health care workers in our congregation as well as all of the doctors and nurses in our country - that 

the Almighty Physician would guard and protect them from all disease and illness, and grant them 

patience, compassion and love to all they serve; all those affected by the coronavirus; for the current 

state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what 

we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neigh-

bors in need.  

https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index

