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July 25, 2021 

 

 

Sermon Series: Defining Church 

 

Today’s theme: Who is a Minister? 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come 

from— and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by chil-

dren of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

 Please take a moment to scan below to fill out our Connect Card so we know you 

worshiped with us today! 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMON SERVICE 

The Common Service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church. 
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      INVOCATION 

   [We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the 

                         Triune God and the sign of the cross, remind worshipers of their baptisms.] 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

OPENING HYMN 
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                           CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,  
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed  
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is  
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY  

 

Lord, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

 

 

              ABSOLUTION 

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the    

   sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 
 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning  

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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                      PRAYER AND PRAISE 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 

GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis) 
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                                                          PRAYER OF THE DAY   

    [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do anything that 

is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live according to your will; through Je-

sus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

                                                               THE WORD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]  

 

FIRST READING                           2 Kings 5:1-15                

              

     Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight 

of his master and highly regarded, because through him the Lord had given victory to Aram. He 

was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy. 

 

 
2 
Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, 

and she served Naaman’s wife. 
3 
She said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the proph-

et who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”  

 

 
4 
Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. 

5 
“By all means, go,” 

the king of Aram replied. “I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him 

ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels
 
of gold and ten sets of clothing. 

6 
The letter that he took 

to the king of Israel read: “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may 

cure him of his leprosy.”  

 
7 
As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, “Am I God? Can I kill and 

bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how 

he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!” 
8 
When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel 

had torn his robes, he sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man 

come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.”  

 
9 
So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house. 

10 
Elisha 

sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will 

be restored and you will be cleansed.”  
11 

But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that 

he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his 

hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 
12 

Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damas-

cus, better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So he turned 

and went off in a rage.   
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13 
Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great 

thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be 

cleansed’!” 
14 

So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God 

had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.  
15 

Then 

Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said, “Now I 

know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. So please accept a gift from your servant.”  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from  

the Scriptures by singing psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.] 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY             Psalm 6A 

               Psalms for All Seasons 
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SECOND READING                          1 Peter 2:4-12 

          

     
4 
As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to 

him— 
5 
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priest-

hood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6 
For in Scripture it says:  

 

  “See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

       a chosen and precious cornerstone, 

  and the one who trusts in him 

        will never be put to shame.”  

 
7 
Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 

  “The stone the builders rejected 

          has become the cornerstone,”  

 
8 
and,  

  “A stone that causes people to stumble 

       and a rock that makes them fall.”  

 

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.  
9 
But 

you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may 

declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
10 

Once you were 

not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you 

have received mercy. 
11 

Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful de-

sires, which wage war against your soul. 
12 

Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 

accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  
 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

       

 

      [It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the  

                  gospel for the past 2,000 years.  Just as subjects rise when a king speaks,  

                                     we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]  

 

Please stand 

 

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 20. 

Glory be to you, O Lord! 
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GOSPEL                     Matthew 20:20-28 

 
     20 

Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a 

favor of him. 
21 

“What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine 

may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.” 
22 

“You don’t know what you are ask-

ing,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?”  “We can,” they answered. 
23 

Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to 

grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”  

 
24 

When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 
25 

Jesus called them to-

gether and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 

exercise authority over them. 
26 

Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among 

you must be your servant, 
27 

and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 
28 

just as the Son of 

Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

           The children are invited to the front to sit with Pastor Horn. 

 

 

 

        [The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.]   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         I Gave My Life for Thee 

                   Christian Worship 454 
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SERMON 

           Who is a Minister? 
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     THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

 

                    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

             maker of heaven and earth. 

 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died and was buried. 

         He descended into hell. 

         The third day he rose again from the dead. 

         He ascended into heaven 

       And is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

         From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian church, 

             the communion of saints, 

         the forgiveness of sins, 

         the resurrection of the body, 

         and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

    

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The Apos-

tles Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and use 

dates to the early years of the Christian Church.]   

OFFERING 

If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—1893 E. 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906 or scan this QR code: 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since 

we belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and 

struggles of all God's people on earth.]   

HYMN 
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PRAYER 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let  

nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy  

people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live,  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

                                                          BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, 
                “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

 Amen. 

Serving at Worship 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Pianist: Lisa Graves 

Guitarist: Alex Becker 

Soloist: Becky Horn 

Violinists: Becky, Calliope and Sophia Horn  
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                                                           ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Fellowship Treat Sign-Up 

After church fellowship treats are returning to Lamb of God! We at Lamb of God have always 

enjoyed our fellowship time after church. Due to COVID, we have had that tradition on hiatus. We 

are happy to announce that fellowship snacks have returned after church again. You will find a 

sign-up sheet on the counter at the back of the Sanctuary if you are so inclined to sign up for a week 

or two.  

 

ASSISTANCE NEEDED—Livestreaming and AV Help 

We are looking for folks who are interested in assisting with livestreaming and AV set up on Sunday 

mornings. Training will be provided. If you are interested in this helping with this very important 

part of our ministry, please contact Pastor Horn. 

 

HELP WANTED—Push Mowing and Trimming 

We are so blessed to have our new church home! Along with this blessing comes some additional 

volunteer needs to keep our property looking welcoming. We have a member who is volunteering his 

time using his riding lawn tractor for the larger green spaces, however, we are setting up a rotation 

list of folks who are interested in assisting with push mowing and trimming. If you are interest-

ed in joining this rotation, please call or text Jim Holmes at 765-426-5629.  

 

SAVE THE DATES—Upcoming Fellowship Dates 

There’s nothing wrong with a little (or a lot) of lead time when planning events, so mark your calen-

dars for these fun fellowship opportunities we are planning this fall at Lamb of God. Be thinking of an 

unchurched friend or family member who might enjoy this laid back introduction to our church family: 

 

Friday, October 1st: Fish fry and bonfire event at church 

Saturday, October 16th: Congregational outing at Exploration Acres 

 

                                       More information will be coming soon! 

 

 

 

Congregational Volunteer Opportunities 

Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can 

serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations 

in the Greater Lafayette area.  This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below 

and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of July 1st—

July 31st. You can sign up at: 

                                 https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index  

https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index
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Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or Google 

Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and search for Lamb of God 

Lutheran Church. Once connected, you can manage your giving securely and 

conveniently using your iOS or Android. 

 

 

Traveling this summer? 

If you are traveling this summer, check out our Synod’s website, wels.net, to locate a church to at-

tend if your travels find you somewhere other than the Greater Lafayette area on a Sunday morning. 

Once you get to the website, click on “Find a Church/School”, type in the area to which you will be 

traveling and you will find a list of nearby churches. 

 

 

Prayer Requests  

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2 

 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; prayers of thanksgiving for the safe delivery of Louis 

Franklin Proeber, son of Pastor Horn’s sister Sarah, who was born on Friday, July 16th;  prayers of 

thanksgiving for Elizabeth Fisher, mother of Ramona Smith, who was spared serious injury in a car 

accident on Wednesday, July 14th; prayers of thanksgiving for Jon Schoonmaker’s mother, Kay 

Schoonmaker, who was spared serious injury after suffering from a fall last week; prayers of thanks-

giving for the 1,300 members and 17 congregations of the ELFK (Evangelical Lutheran Free Church 

in Germany) - the church in Steeden is celebrating its 175th anniversary, four other congregations 

(in Dresden, Zwickau-Planitz, Altengesees, and Saalfeld) are celebrating 150 or 100 years of God’s 

grace, the ELFK seminary was founded in 1921, exactly 100 years ago, and this year, the Dr. Martin 

Luther School for elementary children in Zwickau is celebrating its 20th anniversary; for those suffer-

ing from abuse in the home that God would use us to reach out to them and that the abused would 

be willing to seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Mayors Roswarski and Dennis, Governor Hol-

comb, President Biden, Vice President Harris and the US Congress; for the current state of our 

world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; 

that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in 

need. 


