June 20, 2021

Sermon Series:

Defining Church

Today’s theme: Where Can You Find the Church?
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Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from—
and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ
makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please
come back and worship with us again.
Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children
of any age to keep notes during the service.
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com
Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS
(www.wels.net) est.1850

Today’s Order of Service:
MICHAEL SCHULTZ DIVINE SERVICE WITH THE LORD’S SUPPER
The service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church.
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INVOCATION
[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Triune God and
the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms]

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
OPENING HYMN
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CONFESSION OF SINS

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet
in mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake, O God, be
merciful to me, a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days.

ABSOLUTION
[The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the sins of
penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23]

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GLORY TO GOD (Gloria)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
[The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.]
O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you alone make holy. Show us
your mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through our earthly lives that we do
not lose the things you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD
[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]

FIRST READING
Isaiah 55:8-11
The Church is found where people gather to hear God’s Word because it
works in the hearts of people.
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“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.
“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts
than your thoughts. 10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it
without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and
bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing
psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.]

PSALM OF THE DAY
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SECOND READING
Ephesians 5:25b-27
God uses marriage as a picture of his relationship with the church, his bride.
25b

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing[a] her by the
washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without
stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past
2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect
for the words of our King.]
Please stand

The Gospel according to Matthew 18.
Glory be to you, O Lord!

GOSPEL

Jesus describes the function of the church: to forgive sins.
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Matthew 18:15-20

“If your brother or sister[ sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that
‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to
listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a
pagan or a tax collector. 18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be[d] bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be[e] loosed in heaven. 19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of
you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”

The Gospel of the Lord!
Praise be to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
The children are invited to come to the front to sit with Pastor Horn.
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*The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection
to the Gospel Reading.
HYMN OF THE DAY

SERMON

based on today’s three readings

Where Can You Find the Church?
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NICENE CREED

† Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the
fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal to
the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING
[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click
GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the
church—1893 E 600 North West Lafayette, IN 47906]
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SACRAMENT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. He sends the Holy Spirit to
testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have com the salvation
and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)
Isaiah 6:3 This is the song of the angels in heaven. *Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the
second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
PAX DOMINI
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)
John 1:29 *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Latin: Agnus Dei), who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all.
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DISTRIBUTION
*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with
one another as Christians who are united around a common
confession of faith.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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THANKSGIVING
SONG OF SIMEON† Luke 2:29-32
†The Nunc Dimittis (“Now dismiss”) is also known as the “Song of Simeon.” Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior.

PRAYER
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
And his mercy endures forever.
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our
humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament.
We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that
we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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THE BLESSING
[This blessing has been spoken over God’s people for the past 3,500 years, when God commanded
Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless the Israelites, “...and so I will put my name on them.”
Numbers 6:22-27)]
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace.
Amen.

Serving at Worship

Pastor: Paul Horn
Pianist: Liz Schmidt Sampson
Soloist: Becky Horn
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Voters’ Meeting—TODAY
We will be holding our Annual Voters’ Meeting after our church service today. At this meeting we
will have an update on our building project, our financial standing and our ministry here at Lamb of
God. We also vote to ratify our newest church members and we will be electing two Church Council
members.
Fellowship Outing
We are tentatively planning a fellowship picnic for Sunday, July 11th at Fairfield Lakes. Stay
tuned for further details.
Fellowship Treat Sign-Up
After church fellowship treats are returning to Lamb of God! We at Lamb of God have always
enjoyed our fellowship time after church. Due to COVID, we have had that tradition on hiatus. We
are happy to announce that fellowship snacks have returned after church again. You will find a
sign-up sheet on the counter at the back of the Sanctuary if you are so inclined to sign up for a
week or two.
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HELP WANTED—Push Mowing and Trimming
We are so blessed to have our new church home! Along with this blessing comes some additional
volunteer needs to keep our property looking welcoming. We have a member who is volunteering
his time using his riding lawn tractor for the larger green spaces, however, we are setting up a rotation list of folks who are interested in assisting with push mowing and trimming. If you are
interested in joining this rotation, please call or text Jim Holmes at 765-426-5629.
Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or Google
Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and search for Lamb of
God Lutheran Church. Once connected, you can manage your giving securely and conveniently using your iOS or Android phone.

Traveling this summer?
If you are traveling this summer, check out our Synod’s website, wels.net, to locate a church to attend if your travels find you somewhere other than the Greater Lafayette area on a Sunday morning. Once you get to the website, click on “Find a Church/School”, type in the area to which you will
be traveling and you will find a list of nearby churches.
Congregational Volunteer Opportunities
Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can
serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations
in the Greater Lafayette area. This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below
and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of June 1stJune 30th. You can sign up at:
https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index
Prayer Requests
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2
Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments,
emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for all those traveling this summer that the Lord would
bless them with safe travels; Denise, sister of Diane Brady, who is going through some difficult
times; for those suffering from abuse in the home that God would use us to reach out to them and
that the abused would be willing to seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to Mayors Roswarski and
Dennis, Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and the US Congress;
that our Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Abbey, Cheryl and Julie—the health care workers in our
congregation as well as all of the doctors and nurses in our country - that the Almighty Physician
would guard and protect them from all disease and illness, and grant them patience, compassion
and love to all they serve; all those affected by the coronavirus; that our Lord would give us the
means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.
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