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May 9, 2021 

 

Festival of Christ’s Ascension 

 

Today’s theme: 

 

Christ’s Ascension Triumph Makes Our 

Resurrection Hope Certain 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come 

from— and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by chil-

dren of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

      INVOCATION 

   [We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the 

                         Triune God and the sign of the cross, remind worshipers of their baptisms.] 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

A DIALOGUE FOR EASTER 

(Psalm 118:24; 1 Corinthians 15:54-57; 2 Corinthians 5:15) 

 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 

 

This is the day the LORD has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has gained the victory for us by his death and resurrection. 

For us he has triumphed. 

 

Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 

sting? 

Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Christ died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for 

them and was raised again. 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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OPENING HYMN 
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                              CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,  
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed  
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is  
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY  

 

Lord, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

 

              ABSOLUTION 

 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the    

   sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 
 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning  

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

                 PRAYER AND PRAISE 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 



5  

GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis) 
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                                                          PRAYER OF THE DAY   

    [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s 

right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth 

that at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

                                                               THE WORD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]  

FIRST READING                                Acts 1:1-11                  

         Jesus ascends into heaven and gives his disciples instructions. 

               

     In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 
2 
until the 

day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he 

had chosen. 
3 
After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs 

that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom 

of God. 
4 
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about. 
5 
For John baptized with

 
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with

 
 the Holy Spirit.” 

6 
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 

 
7 
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own au-

thority. 
8 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my wit-

nesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 
After he said 

this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
10 

They were 

looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood 

beside them. 
11 

“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 

same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have 

seen him go into heaven.” 

 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from  

the Scriptures by singing psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.] 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                       Psalm 47 

                          

     Choir will introduce the refrain. Congregation will repeat the refrain. Choir will sing the verses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  All people clap your hands, cry out to God with joy! 

   For the Lord, Most High, we revere, great King over all the earth. 

 

  Refrain 

 

  Our God goes up with shouts of joy to the trumpet blast. 

  Sing praise for God, sing out praise; sing praise to our King, sing praise.  

 

  Refrain 

 

  God is the King of all, sing praise with all your skill. 

  God is the ruler of all the lands, God reigns upon the throne. 

 

  Refrain   
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SECOND READING                    Ephesians 4:7-16 

        The ascended Lord gives workers to his church.  

         
7 
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 

8 
This is why it

 
says: 

 
 
     9 

(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly re-

gions? 
10 

He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to 

fill the whole universe.) 
11 

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 

pastors and teachers, 
12 

to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up 
13 

until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 

mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  
14 

Then we will no longer be in-

fants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and 

by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 
15 

Instead, speaking the truth in 

love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, 

Christ. 
16 

From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 

grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.    

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

       

 

  [It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the  

                  gospel for the past 2,000 years.  Just as subjects rise when a king speaks,  

                                     we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]  

 

 

     GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares 
our hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]   

  

    Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.   
                  (Matthew 28:20b) 

          

“When he ascended on high, 

    he took many captives 

    and gave gifts to his people.” 
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GOSPEL                           Luke 24:44-53 

              Jesus’ ascension moves his disciples to joyful service. 

 
     44 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be ful-

filled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
45 

Then he opened 

their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
46 

He told them, “This is what is written: The 

Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47 

and repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 

You are witnesses of 

these things. 
49 

I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you 

have been clothed with power from on high.”  

 
50 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them.  
51 

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 
52 

Then they worshiped 

him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
53 

And they stayed continually at the temple, praising 

God.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

           The children are invited to the front to sit with Pastor Horn. 

 

 

 

        [The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.]   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                Crown Him With Many Crowns 

                          Christian Worship 341 
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SERMON                        based on Ephesians 4:7-16 

 

                          Jesus Cares for His Body: He Gives Gifts to Each Member   

    

 

          THE APOSTLES’ CREED   

 

               I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

             maker of heaven and earth. 

 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died and was buried. 

         He descended into hell. 

         The third day he rose again from the dead. 

         He ascended into heaven 

       And is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

         From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian church, 

             the communion of saints, 

         the forgiveness of sins, 

         the resurrection of the body, 

         and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

    

   

CONFESSION OF FAITH  

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The Apos-

tles Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and use 

dates to the early years of the Christian Church.]   

OFFERING 

[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F  Lafayette, IN 47905] 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since 

we belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and 

struggles of all God's people on earth.]   

 

 

HYMN 
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 PRAYER 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let  

nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy  

people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live,  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

                                                          BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, 
                “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

 Amen. 

Serving at Worship 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt 

Brass: Calliope and Ethan Horn, Amanda Schoonmaker 

Soloist: Becky Horn 

Violinists: Becky, Calliope and Ethan Horn 
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          ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Adult Bible study —One by One—helping Christians understand why it is so important to see eve-

ry soul as a treasure and why we want to be willing to spend the time and effort necessary to share 

the gospel with each one. Join us in-person or online beginning at 9:15 on Sunday mornings 

 

Attention Parents! In light of current challenges related to classroom gathering, our church 

is introducing a new approach to Sunday school. Lessons taught by experienced WELS teachers 

will be available free via YouTube. The engaging and age appropriate Lesson Videos will tie to 

printed Student Lessons that our church will provide to you at no cost. This new approach presents 

an easy yet meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s faith in Christ. Printed Student Les-

sons for your child will be available for pick-up at church or we can mail them directly to your 

home. May God bless your child as we together continue to share His love. We are also offering 

in-person classes on Sundays beginning at 9:15am.  

  

Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or 

Google Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and 

search for Lamb of God Lutheran Church. Once connected, you can 

manage your giving securely and conveniently using your iOS or An-

droid phone. 

Mornings with Mommy 

This next Thursday, May 13th, we will hold our next Mornings with Mom-

my session from 9:45-11:00am. This is a great way to connect your little one 

with God’s Word, and is a special way for parents, grandparents and care-

givers to spend time with their little people. We hope to see you there! Theme 

           for this week: Flowers, Birds and Mother’s Day! 

 

 

Congregational Fellowship Meal 

Sunday, May 16th, will be a busy day at Lamb of God. We will have three Baptisms and a 

Confirmation during the service, and at 1:00pm Liz Schmidt and Denver Sampson will be joined in 

marriage. To celebrate all of these milestone events, we will be having a fellowship meal after 

church. Meat and a cake will be provided, and members are invited to bring side dishes to share. 

The congregation is invited to stay for the Schmidt/Sampson wedding if you are so inclined. 
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Special Ministries Highlight: Prison Ministry 

WELS Prison Ministry is mission work. Most inmates are unchurched and many are searching for 

answers to spiritual questions. Opportunities to witness for Christ abound in prison ministry…but we 

need your help. Volunteers are needed to accomplish a variety of services: preparing regular mail-

ings; correcting Bible correspondence tests returned to their office by inmates; and serving as pen 

pals to inmates. If you would like to get involved, or would like more information on WELS Prison  

Ministry, go to wels.net/prison-ministry, call 507-354-3130, or speak to Pastor Horn. 

 

 

Congregational Volunteer Opportunities 

Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can 

serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations 

in the Greater Lafayette area. This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below 

and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of May 3rd—

May 31st.  You can sign up at: 

                           https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index  

 

 

Prayer Requests  

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ail-

ments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; Denise, sister of Diane Brady, who is going 

through some difficult times; for those suffering from abuse in the home that God would use us to 

reach out to them and that the abused would be willing to seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to 

Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and the US Congress; that our 

Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Abbey, Cheryl and Julie—the health care workers in our congrega-

tion as well as all of the doctors and nurses in our country - that the Almighty Physician would guard 

and protect them from all disease and illness, and grant them patience, compassion and love to all 

they serve; all those affected by the coronavirus; that our Lord would give us the means to show the 

love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.   

 

      *** Need to talk to someone in person? Pastor Horn is available to chat on the phone           

                     or virtually. Contact him through his personal email at:                           

                                          revhorn2004@gmail.com*** 

 

 

https://wels.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0d6d1be7b0c6db6363e722afa&id=6e0457b199&e=46a837dafc
https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index

