May 2, 2021
5th Sunday of Easter

Certain Hope for Uncertain Times!
Today’s Theme: Resurrection Hope Has Consequences
for Everyday Life
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Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from—
and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ
makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please
come back and worship with us again.
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website
www.lambofgodlafayette.com
Follow us on Instagram, Twitter and YouTube; Like us on Facebook.

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS
(www.wels.net) est.1850

Divine Service II with Communion

Entering the Church
At the door of the church, the minister says:
In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Peace † be to this house and all who enter here.
Amen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
The Maker of heaven and earth.
I open the doors of the church for the preaching of God’s saving Word, for the celebration of his
holy sacraments, and for offering to him the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, in the name of the
Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.

HYMN
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Facing A Task Unfinished

1. Facing a task unfinished
That drives us to our knees
A need that, undiminished
Rebukes our slothful ease
We, who rejoice to know Thee
Renew before Thy throne
The solemn pledge we owe Thee
To go and make Thee known

2. Where other lords beside Thee
Hold their unhindered sway
Where forces that defied Thee
Defy Thee still today
With none to heed their crying
For life, and love, and light
Unnumbered souls are dying
And pass into the night

Refrain: We go to all the world
With kingdom hope unfurled
No other name has power to save
But Jesus Christ, the Lord.

3. We bear the torch that flaming
Fell from the hands of those
Who gave their lives proclaiming
That Jesus died and rose
Ours is the same commission
The same glad message ours
Fired by the same ambition
To Thee we yield our powers
Refrain

4.O Father who sustained them
O Spirit who inspired
Savior, whose love constrained them
To toil with zeal untired
From cowardice defend us
From lethargy awake!
Forth on Thine errands send us
To labor for Thy sake
Refrain 2x

CONFESSION OF SIN
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
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ABSOLUTION
[The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the
sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23]

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in
Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
[Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest worship responses
in the Christian church.]

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost may be brought
to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.
Christ, have mercy.
For patience and perseverance in this life, that we many not lose the hope of heaven as we await
your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.
Amen.
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GLORY BE TO GOD

Sung to the tune of hymn 323
Christian Worship

All glory be to God on high!
Your name, O Lord, we glorify;
We praise you for your peace and grace,
Your favor toward our fallen race
Our grateful thanks to you we bring,
For your great glory, heav’nly King,
For all, O Father, you have done
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son
O Lamb of God, to you we pray.
You take all human sin away.
Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;
From God’s right hand, your mercy share
You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;
The Father’s glory you made known.
We by your Spirit sing again:
“All glory be to God!” Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
[The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.]
O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our
hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE WORD

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]

FIRST READING

Acts 4:32-37
The message of Jesus’ resurrection empowered the early church.

32

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions
was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them
all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land
or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it
was distributed to anyone who had need.
36

Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by
singing psalms. We continue this custom in our service this morning]

PSALM OF THE DAY
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Psalm 63

Oh God, you are my God, for you I long, for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you, like a dry, weary land without water.
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary, to see your strength and your glory.
Refrain
For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise.
So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy.
Refrain
On my bed I remember you, on you I muse through the night.
For you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.
Refrain

SECOND READING

1 John 3:18-24

Jesus dwells in us by the power of the Spirit and leads us to faith and love.
18

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 19 This is how
we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our
hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear
friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive from him
anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded
us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know
that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the
gospel for the past 2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks,
we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]
Please stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares
our hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]

I am the Vine; you are the branches.
(John 15:5a)

GOSPEL

John 15:1-8
The true Vine gives life to the branches.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
me. than many sparrows. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and
burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.
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CHILDRENS’ SERMON

The children are invited to sit in the front of the church with Pastor Horn.
*The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and
connection to the day's Gospel.

HYMN OF THE DAY
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Christ The Vine
Christian Worship 709

SERMON

based on 1 John 3:18-24
Genuine Love Looks Like This

NICENE CREED
[Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed
in the fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are
true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.]

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING
[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click
GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the
church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F
Lafayette, IN 47905]

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is good and right so to do.
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be his
own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)

Sung to the tune of CW130

O holy, holy, holy
Lord God of pow’r and might,
Your glory, earth and heaven In countless ways recite.
Hosanna! Come and save us, Lord God of hosts on high,
And in your grace and mercy Receive our fervent cry.
Hosanna in the highest! How truly blest is he
Who in God’s name is coming To set his people free!
He comes to bring salvation
And with his blood outpoured,
Deliver us from bondage— Hosanna, mighty Lord!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)
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DISTRIBUTION*
*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ
and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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THANKSGIVING
SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)

Sung to the tune of 336
Christian Worship

O Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, assured:
For I have seen your promised Incarnate, saving Word—
A Light that will enlighten all gloom where Gentiles dwell;
The brilliant, crowning glory of those in Israel!
PRAYER

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to
eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope,
and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD commanded Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless his people so that he
might put his name on them. This blessing connects us to God’s people and his promises 3,500
years later.]
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace. (Numbers 6:22-27)
Amen.
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Serving at Worship
Pastor Paul Horn
Pianist: Liz Schmidt
Soloists: Becky and Calliope Horn
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Adult Bible study —One by One—helping Christians understand why it is so important to see every soul as a treasure and why we want to be willing to spend the time and effort necessary to share
the gospel with each one. Join us in-person or online beginning at 9:15 on Sunday mornings
Attention Parents! In light of current challenges related to classroom gathering, our church is introducing a new approach to Sunday school. Lessons taught by experienced WELS teachers will be
available free via YouTube. The engaging and age appropriate Lesson Videos will tie to printed
Student Lessons that our church will provide to you at no cost. This new approach presents an
easy yet meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s faith in Christ. Printed Student Lessons
for your child will be available for pick-up at church or we can mail them directly to your home. May
God bless your child as we together continue to share His love. We are also offering in-person
classes on Sundays beginning at 9:15am.

Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or
Google Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and search for
Lamb of God Lutheran Church. Once connected, you can manage your
giving securely and conveniently using your iOS or Android phone.
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Special Ministries Highlight: Prison Ministry
WELS Prison Ministry is mission work. Most inmates are unchurched and many are searching for
answers to spiritual questions. Opportunities to witness for Christ abound in prison ministry…but
we need your help. Volunteers are needed to accomplish a variety of services: preparing regular
mailings; correcting Bible correspondence tests returned to their office by inmates; and serving as
pen pals to inmates. If you would like to get involved, or would like more information on WELS Prison Ministry, go to wels.net/prison-ministry, call 507-354-3130, or speak to Pastor Horn.
Congregational Volunteer Opportunities
Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can
serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations
in the Greater Lafayette area. This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below
and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of May
3rd—May 31st. You can sign up at:
https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index
Prayer Requests
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2
Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; Denise, sister of Diane Brady, who is going
through some difficult times; for those suffering from abuse in the home that God would use us to
reach out to them and that the abused would be willing to seek help; that the Lord grant wisdom to
Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and the US Congress; that our
Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Abbey, Cheryl and Julie—the health care workers in our congregation as well as all of the doctors and nurses in our country - that the Almighty Physician would
guard and protect them from all disease and illness, and grant them patience, compassion and love
to all they serve; all those affected by the coronavirus; that our Lord would give us the means to
show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.
*** Need to talk to someone in person? Pastor Horn is available to chat on the phone
or virtually. Contact him through his personal email at:
revhorn2004@gmail.com***
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