April 18, 2021
3rd Sunday of Easter
Certain Hope for Uncertain Times!
Today’s Theme: Resurrection Hope is Certain Through the Word
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Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from—
and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ
makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please
come back and worship with us again.
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website
www.lambofgodlafayette.com
Follow us on Instagram, Twitter and YouTube; Like us on Facebook.

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS
(www.wels.net) est.1850

INVOCATION
[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the
Triune God and the sign of the cross, remind worshipers of their baptisms.]

In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

A DIALOGUE FOR EASTER
(Psalm 118:24; 1 Corinthians 15:54-57; 2 Corinthians 5:15)
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
This is the day the LORD has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Our Lord Jesus Christ has gained the victory for us by his death and resurrection.
For us he has triumphed.
Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your
sting?
Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Christ died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for
them and was raised again.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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DIVINE SERVICE I WITH HOLY COMMUNION

OPENING HYMN

What is our hope in life and death? Christ alone, Christ alone.
What is our only confidence? That our souls to Him belong.
Who holds our days within His hand? What comes, apart from His command?
And what will keep us to the end? The love of Christ, in which we stand. Refrain
What truth can calm the troubled soul? God is good, God is good.
Where is His grace and goodness known? In our great Redeemer’s blood.
Who holds our faith when fears arise? Who stands above the stormy trial?
Who sends the waves that bring us night unto the shore, the rock of Christ? Refrain
Unto the grave, what shall we sing? “Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!”
And what reward will heaven bring? Everlasting life with Him.
There we will rise to meet the Lord, then sin and death will be destroyed,
And we will feast in endless joy, When Christ is ours forevermore. Refrain
O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal; O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death. Now and ever we confess Christ our hope in life and death.
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

PRAYER AND PRAISE
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
[The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.]
O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of
death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope
of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD
[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]

FIRST READING

Acts 3:11-20

Through the resurrection power of Christ, the disciples were able to heal a man crippled from birth.
They pointed the skeptics to the Scriptures which prophesied that all of these things would happen.
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While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to
them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow
Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness
we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has
glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked
that a murderer be released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the
dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know
was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has completely
healed him, as you can all see.
17

“Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing
may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—
even Jesus.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing
psalms. We continue this custom in our service this morning]

Psalm of the Day

Psalm 150
Psalms for All Seasons

The congregation will sing the entire Psalm during today’s service.
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SECOND READING

1 John 1:5-2:2

John was an eye-witness of Jesus of Nazareth and shares what Jesus himself said: through the sacrifice
of Christ’s blood we have the forgiveness of all of our sins.
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This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no
darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do
not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we
make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.
2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an
advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past
2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the
words of our King.]
Please stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
[The Gospel Acclamation is a familiar scripture that compliments the theme of the day and prepares our hearts to hear the Gospel reading.]

The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,
and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations.
(Luke 24:46b-47a)
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GOSPEL

Luke 24:36-49

Jesus answers those who are skeptical of his resurrections: he points them back to the Scriptures which
predicted all of these events so that people might believe and receive forgiveness of their sins.
36

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He
said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands
and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I
have.”
40

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it
because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave
him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 44 He said to them, “This is
what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the
Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
45

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is
what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance
for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You
are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in
the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
This is the Gospel of our Lord!
Praise be to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
The children are invited to come sit in the front with Pastor Horn.

[The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.]
HYMN OF THE DAY
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This Joyful Eastertide
Christian Worship 160

SERMON

based on Luke 24:36-49
Certain Words for Uncertain Times
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NICENE CREED
[Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the
fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal
to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.]

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated
OFFERING
[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click
GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the
church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F Lafayette, IN 47905]
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is good and right so to do.
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his
resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven , we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY* (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9)
Sanctus *Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in wide use
among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Matthew 26:26-28 ,1 Corinthians 11:24,25
(†As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation
and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
PAX DOMINI
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
LAMB OF GOD* John 1:29 *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Agnus Dei), who was offered as a sacrifice for
sin once for all. (Agnus Dei)
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Please be seated
DISTRIBUTION*
*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ
and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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THANKSGIVING

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
And his mercy endures forever.
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our
humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament.
We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so
that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
THE BLESSING
Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD commanded Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless his people so that he might put his
name on them. This blessing connects us to God’s people and his promises 3,500 years later.]

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace.
Amen.
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Serving at Serving at Worship

Pastor Paul Horn
Pianist: Liz Schmidt
Soloist: Becky Horn
Violinists: Becky and Calliope Horn, Alison Rosenblum
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Growing Together As A Family - E100 Bible Challenge
Join us for Sunday morning Bible Class as we continue to go through our new E100 Bible Challenge we started in January. We will review readings #85-91next Sunday morning 9:15-10:15am.
You can find a link to the E100 Bible Reading Challenge on our church website and printed copies
on the bulletin board in the gathering space.
NEW video based Bible study beginning April 25th—One by One—helping Christians understand why it is so important to see every soul as a treasure and why we want to be willing to spend
the time and effort necessary to share the gospel with each one.
Attention Parents! In light of current challenges related to classroom gathering, our church
is introducing a new approach to Sunday school. Lessons taught by experienced WELS teachers
will be available free via YouTube. The engaging and age appropriate Lesson Videos will tie to
printed Student Lessons that our church will provide to you at no cost. This new approach presents
an easy yet meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s faith in Christ. Printed Student Lessons for your child will be available for pick-up at church or we can mail them directly to your
home. May God bless your child as we together continue to share His love. We are also offering in
-person classes on Sundays beginning at 9:15am.
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Campus Ministry - Tuesday Tune Ups
Tuesday, April 20th at 8:30pm. 1893 E 600 N West Lafayette, IN 47906 Welcome to Tuesday
Tune-Ups for college students! Just as your bicycle needs a tune-up to stay running smoothly to
get you to class, your bodies, minds and souls need a tune-up to stay healthy. We'll have food,
build friendship and grow in God's Word.
Mornings with Mommy
Join us this Thursday, April 22nd from 9:45-11:00 for Mornings with Mommy. This is a great opportunity for parents and caregivers to have some special time together and to learn about Jesus.
This week’s theme is Frogs, Ducks and the Pond.
Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or
Google Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and
search for Lamb of God Lutheran Church. Once connected, you can
manage your giving securely and conveniently using your iOS or Android phone.

Special Ministries Highlight: Prison Ministry
WELS Prison Ministry is mission work. Most inmates are unchurched and many are searching for
answers to spiritual questions. Opportunities to witness for Christ abound in prison ministry…but
we need your help. Volunteers are needed to accomplish a variety of services: preparing regular
mailings; correcting Bible correspondence tests returned to their office by inmates; and serving as
pen pals to inmates. If you would like to get involved, or would like more information on WELS Prison Ministry, go to wels.net/prison-ministry, call 507-354-3130, or speak to Pastor Horn.

Congregational Volunteer Opportunities
Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can
serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations
in the Greater Lafayette area. This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below
and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of April
5th—April 30th. You can sign up at:
https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index
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Prayer Requests

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2
Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; that our Lord would comfort the families of the
victims of the shooting in Indianapolis this past week with his almighty life-giving Word; that he
would bring healing to those suffering from mental illness, that we would be willing to reach out to
those suffering and show the love of Christ to them; Denise, sister of Diane Brady, who is going
through some difficult times; for those suffering from abuse in the home that God would use us to
reach out to them and that the abused would be willing to seek help; all of our members who are
working on the renovations at our new church home; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and the US Congress; that our Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Abbey, Cheryl and Julie—the health care workers in our congregation as well as
all of the doctors and nurses in our country - that the Almighty Physician would guard and protect
them from all disease and illness, and grant them patience, compassion and love to all they serve;
all those affected by the coronavirus; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of
Christ as we support our neighbors in need.
*** Need to talk to someone in person? Pastor Horn is available to chat on the phone
or virtually. Contact him through his personal email at:
revhorn2004@gmail.com***
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