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April 2, 2021 

 

TENEBRAE 

 

SERVICE OF DARKNESS 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from— 

and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, in-

nocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ 

makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s au-

thentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious ob-

server with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please 

come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children 

of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

 

About tonight’s Tenebrae Service: 

Tonight’s worship is patterned after an ancient order of service for Good Friday dating back to the 

7th or 8th century A.D.  The word “tenebrae” is Latin for darkness, a reference to the darkness that 

covered the land at Jesus’ death.  Our service tonight, while solemn, is not a funeral service for 

Jesus, nor is it a message of gloom, but it reflects the horrible price the Lamb of God paid to free 

us from our sins, from death and the devil.  Tenebrae is filled with symbolism.  Tonight you will no-

tice the following parts of our Tenebrae worship: 

 

† A bare altar and sanctuary  

   - this reminds us of Christ’s abandonment because of our sin 

 

† Extinguishing of candles  

  - recalls the darkening of the sun while Christ was on the cross and the  

                        ebbing away of his life as he hangs on the cross 

 

† Lighting of the Resurrection candle 

  - anticipates seeing Christ, risen from the grave, on Easter Sunday  

    morning 

 

† Silence after worship   - time for quiet meditation 

 

 

Lighting of the Tenebrae Candelabra  

M: John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 

of the world.”  (John 1:29)  



3  

READING                 John 19:17-24 

     
17 

Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgo-

tha). 
18 

There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the mid-

dle. 
19 

Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: jesus of nazareth, the king 

of the jews. 
20 

Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near 

the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 
21 

The chief priests of the Jews pro-

tested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the 

Jews.” 

 
22 

Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 

 
23 

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for 

each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece 

from top to bottom. 
24 

“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 

 

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, 

 

  “They divided my clothes among them 

            and cast lots for my garment.”  

 

So this is what the soldiers did. 

 

 

                                                                 PRAYER  

Savior and Redeemer, open these hearts of ours to receive your Word with solemn gratitude. We 

thank you for coming into our world not to be served but to serve and to give your life as a ransom 

for us. You were punished for our sins, you carried our sorrows, you were obedient—even to death 

on a cross. As we stand at the foot of your cross tonight, let our prayers and songs be acceptable in 

your sight.  Move us to fix our eyes on you and your love for us. Then dearest Savior… lead us to 

live our lives for you. 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for becoming our sacrificial Lamb, so that we might belong to your 

flock forever. Amen.   

 

ISAIAH 53 + Responsive reading 

 

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, 

Yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him and afflicted. 

 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;  

The punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

 

 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; 

 and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
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He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; 

He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he  

did not open his mouth. 

 

By oppression and judgment, he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was 

stricken.  

 

He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death. 

Though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

 

Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his        

life a guilt offering, 

He will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in  

his hand. 

 

After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life, and be satisfied     

By his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and will bear their iniquities.  

 

Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. 

 

God most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for whom our Savior Jesus Christ  

was willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death  

upon the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our Savior, who now lives and reigns  

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEVOTION                                  based on Isaiah 53:5 

 

         Pierced for You  

 

 

 

OFFERING 

  [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click  

     GIVE in the upper right corner or mail a check to the church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F  

                Lafayette, IN 47905] 
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                                            SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS 

The First Word… “Father, forgive them...” 

 Luke 23:26-34 

     As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, 

and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large number of people followed 

him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. Jesus turned and said to them, "Daughters 

of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. For the time will come 

when you will say, 'Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that 

never nursed!' Then " 'they will say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to the hills, "Cover us!" ' For if 

men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?" Two other men, both 

criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the place called the Skull, 

there they crucified him, along with the criminals, one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, 

"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they divided up his clothes by 

casting lots. 

                          

HYMN                                  
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The Second Word… “Today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

Luke 23:38-43 

 

   There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. One of the 

criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" But the 

other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? 

We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing 

wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." Jesus answered 

him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 

 

 

 

Choir and Congregation sings:                                                                     Jesus Remember Me                                 

The choir will introduce the song.  When you feel comfortable singing along, please join the 

choir.  When the pastor walks to the front, that is the congregation’s cue to stop singing. The choir 

will end the song.     
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The Third Word: “Woman, here is your son...” 

John 19:25-27 

     Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he 

said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." From 

that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

 

 

HYMN   
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The Fourth Word: “My God, why have you forsaken me?” 

Matthew 27:45-49 

     From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About the ninth hour Je-

sus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi lama sabachthani? “ which means, "My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?" When some of those standing there heard this, they said, "He's calling Eli-

jah." Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, 

and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to 

save him." 

 

PSALM                                 Psalm 22a 
                        Psalms for All Seasons
  
  
  
  
      
 
 
 
 
 
       People who see me are scornful, sneering at me, and tossing their heads. 

    “His trust was in God, let God save him, come to the aid of his own special friend!” 

 

    Refrain 

 

              Dogs have surrounded me, howling; criminal gangs approach and attack. 

    My hands and my feet they are tearing, all of my bones can be easily seen. 

 

    Refrain 

 

    They have divided my clothing, gambling with straws or dice for my robe. 

    Please, God, do not leave me forsaken, hasten to help me, O God of my strength. 

 

    Refrain 

 

    I will proclaim to my people; your name, O Lord, they worship and peace. 

    All children of Jacob, give glory, children of Israel, come worship your God. 

 

   Refrain 
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The Fifth Word: “I thirst” 

John 19:28,29 

     Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus 

said, "I am thirsty." A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on 

a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips. 

 

 

HYMN   
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The Sixth Word: “It is finished” 

John 19:30 

 

     When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he bowed his head and 

gave up his spirit. 

 

   
 
HYMN                                                                                                                                                                                 
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The Seventh Word: “Into your hands I commend my spirit.” 

Luke 23:44-46 

     It was now about the sixth hour (noon), and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth 

hour (3pm), for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called 

out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he 

breathed his last. 

 

 

HYMN                   
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 THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN 19:31-42 

 

     31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because 

the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate 

to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the 

legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when 

they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, 

one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 

The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, 

and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the scripture would 

be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look 

on the one they have pierced.” 38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. 

Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pi-

late’s permission, he came and took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, 

the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 

about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in 

strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was 

crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 

42 Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus 

there. 

    

  

LIGHTING OF THE RESURRECTION CANDLE 

We light this candle in the hope of the resurrection of Easter morning 
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HYMN              
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                                                      Serving at Worship 

Pastor: Paul Horn  

Pianist: Liz Schmidt 

Saxophone: Jenna Schoonmaker 

Soloist: Chris Miller 

Violins: Becky, Calliope and Sophia Horn 

*Thank you to all of our members who have participated in our choir. 
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EASTER SUNDAY 

Easter Brunch: 9:00-10:00am  

Easter Festival Service: 10:30am 

 


