April 1, 2021
Maundy Thursday
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Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come from—
and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus Christ
makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. Please
come back and worship with us again.
Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children
of any age to keep notes during the service.
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website
www.lambofgodlafayette.com
Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube
Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS
(www.wels.net) est.1850

Maundy Thursday
April 1, 2021
Just as Ash Wednesday begins Lent, so Maundy Thursday marks the end of Lent proper and
the beginning of the Three Days of Christendom (the Triduum). The word “maundy” is said to
be derived from the Latin word mandatum, the first word of the Latin phrase, “Mandatum
novum do vobis ut diligatis invicem sicut dilexi vos” (“A new commandment I give unto you,
that you love one another as I have loved you”), the statement used by Jesus in John’s gospel
to explain the significance of washing the disciples feet. Maundy Thursday is also the night that
Jesus ordained the Lord’s Supper with the words, “Do this in remembrance of me.” As a way to
remember that night, tonight’s worship includes the Stripping of the Altar. In this solemn
ceremony all the worship articles and adornments are removed from the altar. This symbolizes
the abandonment and humiliation of Jesus Christ. The liturgy ends in solemnity; the
congregation hears no benediction. Rather, the Triduum’s services flow into one another as
the congregation disperses in solemnity to reassemble for Good Friday.
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INVOCATION
[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this evening. The name of the Triune God and
the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms]

In the name of the Father, and of the ╬ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN
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SERMON

based on Mark 14:12-26
This is...for you.

Please stand

CONFESSION OF SINS

Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.
Almighty God, merciful Father,
I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.
In what I have done and left undone,
I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.
I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
I am truly sorry for my sins.
I repent of them.
I beg for your mercy, O Lord.

Silence for meditation

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.
Cleanse me from my sins.
Release me from my guilt.
Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.

The minister pronounces a corporate absolution with these words:

The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

4

EXHORTATION
Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has promised us the power to
forgive and love each other. Relying on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with one another.
Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and in our
actions.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true body and blood as a
remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant us so firmly to believe your words and
promise that we may always partake of this Sacrament to our eternal good, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated

THE WORD
[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]
FIRST READING

Exodus 12:1-14

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the first month, the
first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each
man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 4 If any household is too small for a
whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number
of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each
person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take
them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all
the members of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take
some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat
the lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter
herbs, and bread made without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a
fire—with the head, legs and internal organs. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till
morning, you must burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your
sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover. 12 “On
that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and animals,
and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. 13 The blood will be a sign for you
on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague
will touch you when I strike Egypt. 14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to
come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance.
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 116
Celebration Series

How can I make a return to the Lord for all he has done for me?
The cup of salvation I will take up, I will call on the name of the Lord.
Refrain
Precious, indeed, in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones;
And I am your servant, your chosen one, for you have set me free.
Unto your name I will offer my thanks for the debt that I owe to you.
In the presence of all who have called on your name,
in the courts of the house of the Lord.
Refrain

SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 11:23-28

23

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was
betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the
cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
27

So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty
of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Everyone ought to examine themselves before
they eat of the bread and drink from the cup.
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[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past
2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect
for the words of our King.]
Please stand
The Gospel according to Mark chapter 14.
Glory be to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
(1 Corinthians 11:26)

GOSPEL

Mark 14:12-26
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On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the
Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go and make preparations
for you to eat the Passover?”
13

So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water
will meet you. Follow him. 14 Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is
my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large room
upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 16 The disciples left, went into the
city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.
17

When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18 While they were reclining at the table eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me—one who is eating with me.” 19 They were
saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely you don’t mean me?” 20 “It is one of the
Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21 The Son of Man will go just as it
is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if
he had not been born.”
22

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it
to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank from it. 24 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many,” he said to them. 25 “Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the
vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 26 When they had sung a hymn, they
went out to the Mount of Olives.
This is the Gospel of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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THE NICENE CREED

† Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene
Creed in the fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
are true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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HYMN

When You Awoke That Thursday Morning
CWS 717
Soloist st. 1. Congregation st. 2,3

1 When you woke that Thursday morning, Savior, Teacher, faithful Friend,
Thoughts of self and safety scorning, knowing how the day would end;
Lamb of God, foretold for ages, now at last the hour had come
When but One could pay sin’s wages: you assumed their dreadful sum.
2 Never so alone and lonely, longing with tormented heart
To be with your dear ones only for a quiet hour apart;
Sinless Lamb and fallen creatures, one last paschal meal to eat,
One last lesson as their teacher, washing your disciples’ feet.
3 What was there that you could give them that would never be outspent,
What great gift that would outlive them, what last will and testament?
“Show me and the world you love me, know me as the Lamb of God;
Do this in remembrance of me, eat this body, drink this blood.”

OFFERING
[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click
GIVE in the upper right corner or mail a check to the church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F
Lafayette, IN 47905]
THE SACRAMENT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is good and right so to do.
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who willingly died under the
curse of this world’s sin so that we may live forever in the light of God’s blessing. Therefore with all
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)

Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9
Sung to the tune of CW 279

O holy, holy, holy
Lord God of pow’r and might,
Your glory, earth and heaven In countless ways recite.
Hosanna! Come and save us, Lord God of hosts on high,
And in your grace and mercy Receive our fervent cry.

Hosanna in the highest! How truly blest is he
Who in God’s name is coming To set his people free!
He comes to bring salvation
And with his blood outpoured,
Deliver us from bondage— Hosanna, mighty Lord!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son, Jesus
Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death,
and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled your
holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your word, we approach your table with repentant and joyful
hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we
feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Matthew 26:26-28 ,1 Corinthians 11:24,25
(†As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation
and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use.)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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John 1:29

Solo voice will sing the stanzas. Congregation will join in the refrain.
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PRAYER
O Jesus Christ, thou Lamb of God, once slain to take away our load,
Now let Thy cross, thine agony avail to save and comfort me,
Thy death to open heav’n, and there bid me the joy of angels share!
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow
LH 554, CW 587

As the hymn is sung, the altar, which represents the presence of Jesus Christ, is solemnly stripped
as a symbol of the Lord’s abandonment in Gethsemane and in preparation for Good Friday.
This action of stripping the altar has its roots in the early Christian Church as it prepared for
Good Friday and Easter.

1. Now rest beneath night’s shadow
The woodland, field, and meadow,
The world in slumber lies;
But thou, my heart, awake thee,
To prayer and song betake thee;
Let praise to thy Creator rise.

3. To rest my body hasteth,
Aside its garments casteth,
Types of mortality;
These I put off, and ponder
How Christ will give me yonder
A robe of glorious majesty.

2. The radiant sun has vanished,
His golden rays are banished
By night, the foe of day;
But Christ, the Sun of gladness,
Dispelling all my sadness,
Within my heart holds constant sway.

4. Lord Jesus, stripped of glory
Go thou to end the story
Begun at Eden's tree.
And so this night friends fail thee,
Soon to the cross sins nail thee;
All this I know you do for me.
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Psalm 88 (Imagine Jesus speaking these words on that first Maundy Thursday.)
1
LORD, you are the God who saves me;
day and night I cry out to you.
2
May my prayer come before you;
turn your ear to my cry.
3
I am overwhelmed with troubles
and my life draws near to death.
4
I am counted among those who go down to the pit;
I am like one without strength.
5
I am set apart with the dead,
like the slain who lie in the grave,
whom you remember no more,
who are cut off from your care.
6
You have put me in the lowest pit,
in the darkest depths.
7
Your wrath lies heavily on me;
you have overwhelmed me with all your waves.
8
You have taken from me my closest friends
and have made me repulsive to them.
I am confined and cannot escape;
9
my eyes are dim with grief.
I call to you, LORD, every day;
I spread out my hands to you.
10
Do you show your wonders to the dead?
Do their spirits rise up and praise you?
11
Is your love declared in the grave,
your faithfulness in Destruction?
12
Are your wonders known in the place of darkness,
or your righteous deeds in the land of oblivion?
13
But I cry to you for help, LORD;
in the morning my prayer comes before you.
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14
Why, LORD, do you reject me
and hide your face from me?
15
From my youth I have suffered and been close to death;
I have borne your terrors and am in despair.
16
Your wrath has swept over me;
your terrors have destroyed me.
17
All day long they surround me like a flood;
they have completely engulfed me.
18
You have taken from me friend and neighbor—
darkness is my closest friend.

Please leave the sanctuary in silence.

Serving at Worship
Pastor: Paul Horn
Pianist: Liz Schmidt
Soloist: Bethany Price

Holy Week Services
Good Friday—7:00pm
Easter Sunday—Easter Brunch: 9:00-10:15am
Easter Festival Service: 10:30am
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