March 14, 2021
4th Sunday in Lent
Sermon Series: King Jesus Goes To War
Today’s Theme: Jesus Overcomes Unbelief
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Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come
from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect
life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus
Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible,
God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a
curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you.
Please come back and worship with us again.
Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children of any age to keep notes during the service.
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com
Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube

SERVICE OF THE WORD
The Service of the Word is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church.

GATHERING RITE FOR LENT—MERCIFUL GOD
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INVOCATION

[We invoke, that is, call upon the Triune God to be with us today. The name of the Triune God and
the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptism.]
In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Refrain: congregation
Verses: soloist

Verses
Surely, you alone can save us. You pay our price with precious blood.
Reaching through your great compassion, you lift up your people with love.
Refrain
Surely, you alone uphold us. You give us strength for all our needs.
Shielding with a father’s favor, you bless us with pardon and peace.
Refrain
Surely you alone can heal us. Yours is the will to make us whole.
Soothing with a father’s kindness, the contrite of heart, you console.
Refrain
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CONFESSION OF SINS

In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are hidden. Amen.
Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have sinned
against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not loved you with my whole
heart; I have not loved others as I should, I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am
deeply sorry for them.
Surely, you alone can free us. You break the bonds of guilt and sin.
Bracing, till we walk uprightly, you bolster our hope once again.
Refrain
ABSOLUTION
[“The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners” Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, see also John 20:21-23]
Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are a
dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.
Amen.

Surely, you alone redeem us. You fill our dust with holy breath.
Bursting from the grave in glory, you rise from the ashes of death.
Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
[The Prayer of the Day summarizes the theme of the day.]
Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we ask you
graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING

Numbers 21:4-9
Whoever believed God’s promise was restored.
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They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And
we detest this miserable food!” Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the
people and many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke
against the Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from us.” So
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Moses prayed for the people. 8 The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a
pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on
a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing
psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.]
PSALM OF THE DAY

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven,*
whose sins are covered.
When I kept silent, your hand was heavy upon me;*
my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”*
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Refrain
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Psalm 32

You are my hiding place;*
You will protect me from trouble.
Many are the woes of the wicked,*
but the LORD’S unfailing love surrounds those who trust in him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit.
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

SECOND READING

Ephesians 2:1-10

By grace God gives faith to those who are dead in sin and unbelief.
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at
work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh[a] and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving
of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ
even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised
us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in
Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!
[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past 2,000
years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal life.
(John 3:16)
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GOSPEL

John 3:14-21
Jesus leads those who do not believe to trust in him and have eternal life.
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Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,15 that
everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict:
Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were
evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their
deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen
plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

*The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.
HYMN OF THE DAY
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God Loved The World So That He Gave
Christian Worship 391

HYMN OF THE DAY

SERMON

based on Numbers 21:4-9
Look on Christ and Live
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CONFESSION OF FAITH
[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means “I believe”. In confessing this ancient creed, we
remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The Apostles’
Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the Gospel truths they taught. It’s writing and use dates
to the early years of the Christian Church.]

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING
[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click
GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the
church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F Lafayette, IN 47905]
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today your daily bread. Forgive our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
HYMN
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PRAYER
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by
your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in
holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
THE BLESSING
[This blessing has been spoken over God’s people for the past 3,500 years, when God
commanded Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless the Israelites, “...and so I will put my
name on them.” Numbers 6:22-27)]

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace.
Amen.

Serving at Worship

Liturgy & Readings: Rob Smith
Pastor: Jon Schroeder—Faith Lutheran Church, Sharpsburg, GA
Pianist: Liz Schmidt
Soloist: Chris Miller
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bible Basics Class — Mondays 7:00-8:30pm
Looking for a study that takes an honest look at the main teachings of Christianity in a nonjudgmental relaxed setting? Skeptical of Christianity, or organized religion? Have you been an
"every Sunday church goer" and want to take a refresher course on the teachings of the Bible?
Then Bible Basics is the class for you! Pastor Horn is currently meeting simultaneously in-person
and online. You can contact the church office to sign up at loginlafayette@gmail.com.

Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or Google
Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and search for Lamb of God
Lutheran Church. Once connected, you can manage your giving securely and
conveniently using your iOS or Android.

Growing Together As A Family - E100 Bible Challenge
Join us for Sunday morning Bible Class as we go through our new E100 Bible Challenge. We will
cover 100 essential chapters of the Bible over the course of the next 3 months. You can find a link
to the list of chapters we will be covering on our church website.
Attention Parents! In light of current challenges related to classroom gathering, our church is introducing a new approach to Sunday school. Lessons taught by experienced WELS teachers will be
available free via YouTube. The engaging and age appropriate Lesson Videos will tie to printed Student Lessons that our church will provide to you at no cost. This new approach presents an easy yet
meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s faith in Christ. We are also offering in person
social distanced, masked up classes on Sundays beginning at 9:15am.
Campus Ministry - Tuesday Tune Ups
Tuesday, March 16th at 8:30pm. 1893 E 600 N West Lafayette, IN 47906 Welcome to Tuesday
Tune-Ups for college students! Just as your bicycle needs a tune-up to stay running smoothly to get
you to class, your bodies, minds and souls need a tune-up to stay healthy. We'll have food, build
friendship and grow in God's Word.
Congregational Volunteer Opportunities
Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can
serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations
in the Greater Lafayette area. This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below
and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of March 1st31st. You can sign up at:
https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index
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Prayer Requests
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2
Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments,
emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; Denise, sister of Diane Brady, who is going through some
difficult times; for those suffering from abuse in the home that God would use us to reach out to
them and that the abused would be willing to seek help; for the transition to our new building, ministry planning and outreach to our community, that the Holy Spirit would open many doors for us to
share the gospel; that our online outreach efforts would reach more and more people with the gospel; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris, and the Congress of the United States; that our Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Abbey, Cheryl
and Julie—the health care workers in our congregation as well as all of the doctors and nurses in
our country - that the Almighty Physician would guard and protect them from all disease and illness,
and grant them patience, compassion and love to all they serve; all those affected by the coronavirus; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ
as we support our neighbors in need.
*** Need to talk to someone in person? Pastor Horn is available to chat on the phone or
virtually. Contact him through his personal email at:
revhorn2004@gmail.com***

Save the Dates
Midweek Lenten Services—Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm
March 17th—Hands of Betrayal (Judas)
March 24th—Hands of Self-Preservation (Pontius Pilate)
Holy Week Services
Passion Sunday, March 27th at 10:30am
Maundy Thursday, April 1st at 7pm
Good Friday, April 2nd at 7pm
Easter Sunday, April 4th at 10:30am
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