
1  

 
Ash Wednesday 

 

February 17, 2021 

 

Sermon Series: The Hands of the Passion 

 

This evening’s theme: Hands of Repentance 

(The Tax Collector) 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come 

from— and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by chil-

dren of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

  

 

 

 

  

        About this evening’s service 

 

The overall theme for the 2021 Lenten sermons is “The Hands of the Passion.” When we consider 

Jesus and the people around him in his Passion, we can’t help but think of their hands— the hands 

that beat their breast, accepted money for betrayal, petulantly swung swords, pointed in accusation, 

beat and disavowed, praised, washed, were pierced, and offered eternal life. In short, we can’t help 

but think about how we sinners have had the same sinful hands of those who surrounded Jesus in 

his Passion, and how Jesus our Savior has touched us with his hands of grace. 

 

 

Tonight's theme and sermon theme: Hands of Repentance (The Tax Collector)  

Text: Luke 18:9-14  
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OPENING HYMN 
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During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for  

the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of  

God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power of his resurrection, we must  

also know the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. As disciples of  

the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away from love of God  

and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and com- 

mit yourselves to this struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now for a time of reflec- 

tion and self-examination. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination  

  

          CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

Most holy and merciful Father, 

We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own 

fault, by our own grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we  

have done, and by what we have left undone.  

 

We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

 

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The pride, hypocrisy, and  

impatience in our lives 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people.  

 

Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need and suffering and 

our indifference to injustice and cruelty,  

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our prejudice and 

contempt for those who differ from us. 

 

For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, forgive us, O 

Lord.  

Restore us, heavenly Father, and let your anger depart from us. 

 

Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners but rather that they turn from their wickedness  

and live. Therefore, I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the  

Holy Spirit. May we remain in the true faith and at the last day be received by him into the glories of  

heaven through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

Amen. 
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RESPONSE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive those who 

turn to you. Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent of our sins and ob-

tain your full and gracious pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                                     2 Samuel 12:1-13 

  

     The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a cer- 

tain town, one rich and the other poor. 
2 
The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cat- 

tle, 
3 
but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it  

grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms.  

It was like a daughter to him. 
4 
“Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained  

from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. 
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4 
“Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep 

or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that 

belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.” 
5 
David burned with an-

ger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the man who did this must 

die! 
6 
He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.”  

 
7 
Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I 

anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 
8 
I gave your master’s 

house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this 

had been too little, I would have given you even more. 
9 
Why did you despise the word of 

the Lord by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took 

his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 
10 

Now, therefore, the 

sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite to be your own.’ 
11 

“This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to 

bring calamity on you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close 

to you, and he will sleep with your wives in broad daylight. 
12 

You did it in secret, but I will do this 

thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’” 
13 

Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against 

the Lord.” Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.  
   

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

     

    

 

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from  

the Scriptures by singing psalms. We continue this custom in  

our service this evening.] 
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SECOND READING                                                 Acts 5:1-11 

 

    Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 
2 
With  

his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at  

the apostles’ feet. 
3 
Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you  

have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the  

land? 
4 
Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your dis 

posal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to  

God.” 
5 
When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what 

fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 
6
 Then some young 
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men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. 
7 
About three hours  

later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 
8 
Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price  

you and Ananias got for the land?” “Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 
9 
Peter said to her, “How could  

you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men who buried your husband are  

at the door, and they will carry you out also. 
10 

At that moment she fell down at his feet and   

died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her  

husband. 
11 

Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.  

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past       

   2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the  

                                          words of our King.]  

 

 

The Gospel according to Luke chapter 18 

Glory be to you, O Lord! 

  

GOSPEL                     Luke 18:9-14 

 

     9 
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone 

else, Jesus told this parable: 
10 

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the oth-

er a tax collector. 
11 

The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 

other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 
12 

I fast twice a week 

and give a tenth of all I get.’  
13 

“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up 

to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’  
14 

“I tell you that this 

man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will 

be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  

 

The Gospel of the Lord! 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 
 



9  

*The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and  

connection to the day's Gospel. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY          

  

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON                    based on Luke 18:9-14 

 

                      Hands of Repentance 
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    Confession of Faith: Confession - Luther’s Small Catechism  

  

First: What is confession?  

Confession has two parts. The one is that we confess our sins; the other, that we receive ab- 

solution or forgiveness from the pastor as from God himself, not doubting but firmly believ- 

ing that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven. 

 

Second: What sins should we confess?  

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do in the  

Lords Prayer.  But before the pastor we should confess only those sins which we know and  

feel in our hearts. 

 

Third: How can we recognize these sins?  

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments. Are you a father, mother,  

son, daughter, employer, or employee? Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have  

you hurt anyone by word or deed? Have you been dishonest, careless, wasteful, or done oth- 

er wrong? 

 

Fourth: How will the pastor assure a penitent sinner of forgiveness?   

He will say, "By the authority of Christ, I forgive you your sins in the name of the Father and  

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen." 

OFFERING 

[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F  Lafayette, IN 47905] 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of this night, so that we who are 

wearied by the changes and chances of this fleeting world may rest in your eternal changelessness, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 
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              THE SACRAMENT 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord!  

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise!  

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, ho- 

ly Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and now we confess  

that you, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, are one God and one Lord, and we acknowledge  

you as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts  

of heaven, we praise your holy name, and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

Isaiah 6:3  This is the song of the angels in heaven. *Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early 

as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth 

century.  
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           WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

                                                Matthew 26:26-28 ,1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

 †As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation 

               and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is  

 my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  

 whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI (John 20:19,21,26) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.   

 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

   John 1:29  *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Latin: Agnus Dei), who was offered as a  sacrifice for sin once for all.   
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DISTRIBUTION* 

*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 

and with one another as Christians who are united around a common  

confession of faith. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
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SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis—Luke 2:28-32) 
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PRAYER  

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in 

the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

Amen.  

 

                         BLESSING  

[Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD commanded Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless his people so that he might put 

his name on them. This blessing connects us to God’s people and his promises 3,500 years later.] 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace.  

  

Amen.   

 

      

     Serving at Worship 

 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt 

 

 
Acknowledgements 

NIV® Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1984 by Biblica, Inc. 

All rights reserved worldwide. Used by permission. 

The following items are all used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Music reprinted under OneLicense #A-732573  CCLI #5028554 

The Common Service Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, 

revised by James Engel. 

Psalm 51a Music: © 2005 Ronald Shilling. 

 

Save the Dates 

Midweek Lenten Services—Wednesdays, February 17 – March 24 at 7:00pm 

February 17th— Hands of Repentance (The Tax Collector) 

February 24th— Hands of Hypocrisy (Caiaphas the High Priest) 

March 3rd— Hands of Brutality (The Roman Soldiers) 

March 10th—Hands of Misguided Zeal (Peter) 

March 17th—Hands of Betrayal (Judas) 

March 24th—Hands of Self-Preservation (Pontius Pilate) 

 

Holy Week Services  

Passion Sunday, March 27th at 10:30am 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st at 7pm  

Good Friday, April 2nd at 7pm 

Easter Sunday, April 4th at 10:30am 


