
1  

 

December 20, 2020 

 

4th Sunday in Advent 

In the Middle: Celebrate His Coming, Anticipate His Return 

 

This Sunday: Rejoice! 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come 

from— and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com 

Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube; Like us on Facebook. 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About today’s service: the season of Advent prepares our hearts for Christ’s coming, not just as 

the babe in Bethlehem, but for his second and final coming.  The liturgical colors for Advent are 

blue.  Blue is the color of hope—because the sky is blue and Jesus will come again in the clouds 

with his angels, and so we look forward with great hope and anticipation for that day.   

In the Middle...  
 
Advent is a season of waiting which we want to get through as quickly as possible—to arrive at 

the awaiting Christmas celebration. But Advent is a powerful season for believers, a time when we 

rehearse a common story of God’s people: waiting on him to fulfill his promises and learning to 

trust him in our waiting. Believers live in the middle—celebrating his first coming and anticipating 

his return. This series will consider how to trust God’s promises and look for redemption as we 

live in the middle. 
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Advent Gathering Rite  

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen.  

Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. (Psalm 24:7-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Surely the day is coming; 

it will burn like a furnace. 

All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, 

and that day that is coming will set them on fire… 

But for you who revere my name, 

the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays… 

 

Then you will trample down the wicked; 

they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I act”,  says the LORD  

Almighty. (selections from Malachi 4:1-3) 
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Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? 

The one who has clean hands and a pure heart. (Psalm 24:3,4a) 

 

But it is written, “All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 

There is no one who does good, not even one.” (Romans 3:12) 

 

Therefore, let us confess our sins. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my 

sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
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ABSOLUTION  

 

If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is 

from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 

that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. 

And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassa-

dors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 

reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God.  (2 Corinthians 5:17-21) 

 

Therefore, in the name of Christ Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

[The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us 

strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Advent 4 

 

We light four Advent candles, remembering Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Mary. He came to 

share our humanity.  

 

We remember Jesus, whose name means Savior. He came to save his people from their sins.  

 

We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts. 

 

We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

 

Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
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FIRST READING                                                                                                         2 Samuel 7:8-16 

                                The LORD promises King David a son who will reign forever. 

 

     
8 
“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took you from the pas-

ture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 
9 
I have been with you 

wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your 

name great, like the names of the greatest men on earth. 
10 

And I will provide a place for my people 

Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be dis-

turbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 
11 

and have done 

ever since the time I appointed leaders
 
over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your 

enemies.  The LORD declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: 
12 

When 

your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, 

your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 
13 

He is the one who will build a house for 

my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 
14 

I will be his father, and he will be 

my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by 

human hands. 
15 

But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I 

removed from before you. 
16 

Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your 

throne will be established forever.’”  

 

       

     [As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from  the Scriptures by singing  

   psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.] 

 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                                         Psalm 89 

                 

 

                                   The congregation will sing the entire Psalm this morning. 
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   I will sing of the LORD’S great love forever;* 

        I will make your faithfulness known through all generations. 

 

   I will declare that your love stands firm forever,* 

        that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 

 

   The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,* 

        Your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 

 

   Refrain 

 

   O LORD God Almighty, who is like you?* 

        You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you. 

 

   Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you,* 

        who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD. 

 

   They rejoice in your name all day long;* 

        they exult in your righteousness. 

 

   Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

         and to the Holy Spirit, 

   as it was in the beginning,* 

        is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past 2,000 years.                            

 Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]  

 

The Gospel according to Luke chapter 1. 

Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

GOSPEL                 Luke 1:26-38 

              An angel announces to Mary that God has kept his promise to David and the world.  

             She will give birth to God’s Son. 

 

     
26 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 

Galilee, 
27 

to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. 
28 

The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! 

The Lord is with you.”
29 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 

this might be. 
30 

But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 

God. 
31 

You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 
32 

He will be great 

and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father Da-

vid, 
33 

and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
34 

“How will 

this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
35 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will 

come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will 

be called the Son of God. 
36 

Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 

she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 
37 

For no word from God will ever 

fail.” 
38 

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel 

left her. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Please be seated 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON  

              The children are invited to come to the front to sit with Pastor Horn.  

 

                     *The Hymn of the Day if assigned to this day because of its rich content and  

                                                     connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                             Savior of the Nations, Come 

                                                                                                                                                   CW 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON          based on Luke 1:21-38 

   

                         Rejoice, O Favored Ones! The Lord is with You!                        
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                                                        CONFESSION OF FAITH  

   

                                                       THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

  

                                                    THE NICENE CREED 

† Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the 

fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal to 

the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity. 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 

with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully hu-

man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

 

OFFERING 

 [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click  

     GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the    

    church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F  Lafayette, IN 47905] 

      



12  

                CONFIRMATION RITE 

  

 

Jim Holmes—Psalm 25:5 

       Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in          

                           you all day long. 

 

      

Sherry Holmes—Joshua 1:9 

          Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the  

                              LORD your God will be you wherever you go. 

 

JW Holmes—John 15:5 

          “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will  

                              bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 

 

Jen Holmes—Colossians 3:17 

         And whatever you do, whether in word or in deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 

                            Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

Andy Kennedy—2 Peter 3:18 

         But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him 

                             be the glory both now and forever!  Amen. 

 

Libby Kennedy—John 15:5 

           “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will  

                               bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 
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                      Great O Antiphons of Advent 

 

M: O Emmanuel, our King and our Lord, the anointed of the nations and their Savior, come and save  

     us, O Lord our God. 

 

    Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 

          and ransom captive Israel 

    That mourns in lonely exile here 

          until the Son of God appear. 

            Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

M: O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, pervading and permeating all creation,  

     mightily order all things; come and teach us the way of prudence. 

 

    Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high, 

         who ordered all things mightily; 

    To us the path of knowledge show, 

        and teach us in her ways to go. 

                    Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

M: O Adonai and ruler of the house of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the burning bush and gave  

     him the law on Sinai, come with an outstretched arm and redeem us. 

 

    Oh, come, oh, come, our Lord of might, 

         who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 

    In ancient times gave holy law, 

         in cloud and majesty and awe. 

        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

 

M: O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign before the peoples, before whom all kings are mute, to  

     whom the nations will do homage, come quickly to deliver us. 

   

    Oh, come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem. 

         From every foe deliver them 

    That trust your mighty pow’r to save: 

         Bring them in vict’ry through the grave. 

        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
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M: O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one can close; you close  

     and no one can open; come and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness and the shadow of  

     death. 

 

    Oh, come, O Key of David, come, 

         and open wide our heav’nly home. 

    Make safe the way that leads on high, 

         and close the path to misery. 

        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

M: O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting, come and enlighten those who sit in darkness and  

     the shadow of death. 

 

    Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high, 

         and cheer us by your drawing nigh; 

    Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

         and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

 

M: O King of nations, the ruler they long for, the cornerstone for uniting all people, come and save  

     us all, whom you formed out of clay. 

 

    Oh, come, Desire of nations, bind 

         in one the hearts of all mankind; 

    Oh, bid our sad divisions cease, 

         and be yourself the King of Peace. 

        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord!  

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise!  

 

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual 

blessing. He protects and preserves his Church in every age and gives us confidence to lift up our 

heads and watch for Jesus with joy. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom 

of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 

and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

Isaiah 6:3  This is the song of the angels in heaven. *Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early 

as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth 

century.  
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                                           WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

                                         Matthew 26:26-28 ,1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

 †As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation 

and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 

blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 

you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

John 1:29  *Jesus is God’s Lamb (Latin: Agnus Dei), who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all.   
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
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5 He spoke to his beloved Son:             8 “The foe shall shed my precious blood, 

      “’Tis time to have compassion             Me of my life bereaving. 

   Then go, bright Jewel of my crown,       All this I suffer for your good; 

      And bring mankind salvation.            Be steadfast and believing 

   From sin and sorrow set them free;        Life shall from death the vict’ry win; 

      Slay bitter death for them that they           My innocence shall bear your sin, 

  May live with you forever.”        And you are blest forever.” 

 

 

6  The Son obeyed his Father’s will,  9  “Now to my Father I depart, 

        Was born of virgin mother,                   The Holy Spirit sending 

    And, God’s good pleasure to fulfill,                 And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, 

        He came to be my brother.                  My help to you extending. 

    No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore;                 He will a source of comfort be, 

        A servant’s form like mine he bore                     Teach you to know and follow me, 

    To lead the devil captive.       And in all truth will guide you. 

 

 

7  To me he spoke, “Hold fast to me—         10  “What I on earth have lived and taught 

        I am your rock and castle,                        Be all your life and teaching; 

    Your ransom I myself will be;          So shall my kingdom’s work be wrought  

        For you I strive and wrestle.             And honored in your preaching. 

    For I am yours, your friend divine,                 Take care that no one’s man-made laws   

        And evermore you shall be mine;                      Should e’er destroy the gospel’s cause. 

     The foe shall not divide us.”          This final word I leave you.” 
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THANK THE LORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER  

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in 

the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and 

that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored 

to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Ho-

ly Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Amen.  

 

 

      BLESSING  

[Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD commanded Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless his people so that he might put his 

name on them. This blessing connects us to God’s people and his promises 3,500 years later.] 

 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace.  

  

Amen.   
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              Serving at Worship 

 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Brass: Calliope, Ethan and Jason Horn, Amanda Schoonmaker  

Pianist: Liz Schmidt 
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                                                   ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Bible Basics Class 

Looking for a study that takes an honest look at the main teachings of Christianity in a non-

judgmental relaxed setting?  Skeptical of Christianity, or organized religion?  Have you been an 

"every Sunday church goer" and want to take a refresher course on the teachings of the Bible? 

Then Bible Basics is the class for you! Pastor Horn is happy to meet with you at church, a coffee 

shop or virtually online to go through this class with you. 

               Contact him at loginlafayette@gmail.com to set up a time today!  

 

Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or Google 

Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and search for Lamb of 

God Lutheran Church. Once connected, you can manage your giving se-

curely and conveniently using your iOS or Android phone. 

 

 

 

 

Growing Together As A Family 

Attention Parents! In light of current challenges related to classroom gathering, our church is intro-

ducing a new approach to Sunday school. Lessons taught by experienced WELS teachers will be 

available free via YouTube. The engaging and age appropriate Lesson Videos will tie to printed 

Student Lessons that our church will provide to you at no cost. This new approach presents an 

easy yet meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s faith in Christ. Printed Student Lessons 

for your child will be available for pick-up at church or we can mail them directly to your home. May 

God bless your child as we together continue to share His love. We are also offering in person 

social distanced, masked up classes on Sundays beginning at 9:15am.  

 

Adult/Teen Bible Study every Sunday at 9:15am 

We are continuing our Bible Study on Praying the Psalms. 

 

Congregational Volunteer Opportunities 

Our leadership team, along with Pastor Horn, are looking for ways our family at Lamb of God can 

serve the families in our community by partnering with many of the local non-profit organizations 

in the Greater Lafayette area.  This month they've chosen Food Finders. Go to the website below 

and sign up with family, friends or church members to volunteer during the time period of December 

14th-30th. You can sign up at: 

                             https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index  

 

 

Game Night/Chili Cook-off 

Join us on Friday, January 15th, for our next congregational game night. We will spice things 

up with this one by asking everyone to make their favorite chili for our First Annual Chili Cook-off! 

Come join us for the fun! 

https://foodfindersfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/events/index
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     Prayer Requests  

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all peo-

ple - for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness 

and holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ail-

ments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; Denise, sister of Diane Brady, who is going 

through some difficult times; prayer of thanksgiving for Bryan and Elainna (great niece/nephew of 

Joan Bonnet) for blessing them with a healthy baby boy last Sunday; for those suffering from 

abuse in the home that God would use us to reach out to them and that the abused would be will-

ing to seek help; our new building project, that God would oversee and bless the final closing on 

the purchase of this new property; for our Building Committee as they work on plans for renova-

tions on our new church home; that our online outreach efforts would reach more and more peo-

ple with the gospel; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Trump, Vice 

President Pence, and the Coronavirus Task Force; that our Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Ab-

bey, Cheryl and Julie—the health care workers in our congregation as well as all of the doctors 

and nurses in our country - that the Almighty Physician would guard and protect them from all dis-

ease and illness, and grant them patience, compassion and love to all they serve; all those affect-

ed by the coronavirus; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in 

charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to 

show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.   

 

  *** Need to talk to someone in person? Pastor Horn is available to meet in person or  

         virtually or to chat on the phone. Contact him through his personal email at:   

                            revhorn2004@gmail.com*** 

 

                                   Upcoming Christmas Services at Lamb of God 

Thursday, December 24th— Christmas Eve Candlelight Service— 7:00pm 

Sunday, December 27th— Our Eyes Have Seen Your Salvation— 10:30am 


