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December 13, 2020 

 

3rd Sunday in Advent 

In the Middle: Celebrate His Coming, Anticipate His Return 

 

This Sunday: Believe! 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come 

from— and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com 

Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube; Like us on Facebook. 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About today’s service: the season of Advent prepares our hearts for Christ ’s coming, not 

just as the babe in Bethlehem, but for his second and final coming.  The liturgical colors for Ad-

vent are blue.  Blue is the color of hope—because the sky is blue and Jesus will come again in 

the clouds with his angels, and so we look forward with great hope and anticipation for that day.   

In the Middle...  
 
Advent is a season of waiting which we want to get through as quickly as possible—to arrive at 

the awaiting Christmas celebration. But Advent is a powerful season for believers, a time when we 

rehearse a common story of God’s people: waiting on him to fulfill his promises and learning to 

trust him in our waiting. Believers live in the middle—celebrating his first coming and anticipating 

his return. This series will consider how to trust God’s promises and look for redemption as we 

live in the middle. 



3  

Advent Gathering Rite  

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen.  

Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. (Psalm 24:7-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Surely the day is coming; 

it will burn like a furnace. 

All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, 

and that day that is coming will set them on fire… 

But for you who revere my name, 

the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays… 

 

Then you will trample down the wicked; 

they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I act”,  says the LORD  

Almighty. (selections from Malachi 4:1-3) 
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Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? 

The one who has clean hands and a pure heart. (Psalm 24:3,4a) 

 

But it is written, “All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 

There is no one who does good, not even one.” (Romans 3:12) 

 

Therefore, let us confess our sins. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my 

sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
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ABSOLUTION  

 

If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is 

from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 

that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. 

And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassa-

dors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 

reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God.  (2 Corinthians 5:17-21) 

 

Therefore, in the name of Christ Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

[The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

 

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty deliver-

ance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Advent 3 

 

We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. He came to defeat the 

prince of darkness  

 

We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John proclaimed him the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  

 

We hear his call to see the light. 

 

We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence.  

 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

 

Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
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FIRST READING                                                Isaiah 61:1-3,10,11  

                                    The good news brings joy. 

 

     The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim 

good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 

captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and 

the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve in 

Zion— to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and 

a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a plant-

ing of the LORD for the display of his splendor.  10 I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in 

my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of his right-

eousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jew-

els. 11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sover-

eign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations. 

 

 

       

     [As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from  the Scriptures by singing  

   psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.] 

 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                                                             Psalm 71 

                                  

                         The congregation will sing the entire Psalm during today’s service. 
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   In you, O LORD,, I have taken refuge;* 

          let me never be put to shame. 

 

   Rescue me and deliver me in your righteousness;* 

             turn your ear to me and save me. 

 

   Be my rock of refuge to which I can always go;* 

        for you are my rock and my fortress. 

 

   Refrain 

 

   Since my youth, O God, you have taught me,* 

        and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. 

 

   Even when I am old and gray,* 

        do not forsake me, O God, 

 

   till I declare your power to the next generation,* 

        your might to all who are to come. 

 

   Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

        and to the Holy Spirit, 

   as it was in the beginning,* 

        is now and will be forever. Amen. 

   

   Refrain 
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SECOND READING                                                 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

                            Live for and look for the coming of Jesus. 

 

     16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will 

for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt21 

but test them all; hold on to what is good, 22 reject every kind of evil. 23 May God himself, the God 

of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

 

 

                                                          VERSE OF THE DAY 

                     [The Verse of the Day is a familiar Scripture that compliments the theme of the day] 

Alleluia. This is the one about whom it is written:  

‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’   

Alleluia.  (Matthew 11:10) 

 

 

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past  2,000 years.            

    Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]  

 

The Gospel according to John chapter 1. 

Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                  John 1:6-8,19-28                              

                                    John points to Christ, the light of the world. He is your light. 

 

     6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 

concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came 

only as a witness to the light.  19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jeru-

salem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed 

freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I 

am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an 

answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 John replied in the 

words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way 

for the Lord.’ ”24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you bap-

tize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, 

“but among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of 

whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the 

Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON  

              The children are invited to come to the front to sit with Pastor Horn.  

 

                     *The Hymn of the Day if assigned to this day because of its rich content and  

                                                     connection to the day’s Gospel. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                  Arise, O Christian People 

                                                                                                                           Christian Worship 14 
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SERMON                                              based on Isaiah 61:1-3,10,11 

 

  What do you want for Christmas? How about some new clothes? 

 

 

 

                                                        CONFESSION OF FAITH  

   

                                                       THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The Apostles 

Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and use dates to 

the early years of the Christian Church. The creed was originally chanted rather than spoken.]   

 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day he rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  

  

OFFERING 

 [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click  

     GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the    

    church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F  Lafayette, IN 47905] 

 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we  be-

long to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all 

God's people on earth.] 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

          Godspeed and Blessing of Sam Feddersen on his Commission into the US Navy 

 

 

HYMN                             Almighty Father, Strong to Save 

                                                 Christian Worship 517—see next page 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

 

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let noth-

ing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so 

that we may serve you in steadfast love and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

Amen.  

 

            

 

 

BLESSING  

Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD commanded Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless his people so that he 

might put his name on them. This blessing connects us to God’s people and his promises 3,500 

years later.] 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace.   

Amen.   

 

              Serving at Worship 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Brass: Alex Becker, Calliope Horn, Amanda Schoonmaker and Nicolas Smith 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt 

 

Aknowledgements 

NIV® Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1984 by Biblica, Inc. 

All rights reserved worldwide. Used by permission. 

The following items are all used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Music reprinted under OneLicense #A-732573  CCLI #5028554 

The Common Service Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, 

revised by James Engel. 

Advent Gathering Rite © 2018 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Psalm 71 Tune and Setting: Robert J. Thompson. ©1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. 

Arise, O Christian People Setting: ©1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Used by permission. 

Almighty Father, Strong to Save Text: From The Lutheran Hymnal 1982  ©1985 The Church Pension Fund. Used by 

permission.     
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                                                   ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Bible Basics Class 

Looking for a study that takes an honest look at the main teachings of Christianity in a non-

judgmental relaxed setting?  Skeptical of Christianity, or organized religion?  Have you been an 

"every Sunday church goer" and want to take a refresher course on the teachings of the Bible? 

Then Bible Basics is the class for you! Pastor Horn is happy to meet with you at church, a coffee 

shop or virtually online to go through this class with you. 

                

                     Contact him at loginlafayette@gmail.com to set up a time today!  

 

Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or Google 

Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and search for Lamb of 

God Lutheran Church. Once connected, you can manage your giving se-

curely and conveniently using your iOS or Android phone. 

 

 

 

 

Growing Together As A Family 

Attention Parents! In light of current challenges related to classroom gathering, our church 

is introducing a new approach to Sunday school. Lessons taught by experienced WELS teachers 

will be available free via YouTube. The engaging and age appropriate Lesson Videos will tie to 

printed Student Lessons that our church will provide to you at no cost. This new approach presents 

an easy yet meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s faith in Christ. Printed Student Les-

sons for your child will be available for pick-up at church or we can mail them directly to your 

home. May God bless your child as we together continue to share His love. We are also offering 

in person social distanced, masked up classes on Sundays beginning at 9:15am.  

 

Adult/Teen Bible Study  

Join us for Sunday morning Bible study at 9:15am or virtually on Thursdays at 7:00pm. We are cur-

rently studying the book of Psalms. Email the church office, loginlafayette@gmail.com to receive 

the access code for the online Bible study. 

 

Prayer Requests  

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ail-

ments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; prayers for the Huebner family—the Lord, in his 

wisdom, brought both Pastor Lloyd and Inez Huebner home to heaven on Tuesday and Wednes-

day; for our congregation as we move toward closing on and moving into our new church home in 

the coming months; for our Building Committee as they work on plans for renovations on our new 

church home; that our online outreach efforts would reach more and more people with the gospel; 

that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Trump, Vice President Pence, and the 

Coronavirus Task Force; that our Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Abbey, Cheryl and Julie—the   
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     healthcare workers in our congregation as well as all of the doctors and nurses in our country - 

that the Almighty Physician would guard and protect them from all disease and illness, and grant 

them patience, compassion and love to all they serve; all those affected by the coronavirus; for 

the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and 

give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we 

support our neighbors in need.   

 

  *** Need to talk to someone in person? Pastor Horn is available to meet in person or  

         virtually or to chat on the phone. Contact him through his personal email at:   

                            revhorn2004@gmail.com*** 

 

 

                             Upcoming Advent and Christmas Services at Lamb of God 

Sunday, December 20th— Fourth Sunday in Advent—Theme: Rejoice! 

Thursday, December 24th— Christmas Eve Candlelight Service— 7:00pm 

 


