October 25, 2020
Proper 25
Today’s theme:
Love for God is keeping his commands
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Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come
from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect
life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus
Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible,
God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a
curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you.
Please come back and worship with us again.
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website
www.lambofgodlafayette.com
Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube; Like us on Facebook.

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS
(www.wels.net) est.1850
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OPENING HYMN
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M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.
ABSOLUTION
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
[The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.]
C: O God, you have commanded us to love you above all things and our neighbors as ourselves. Grant us the Spirit to think and do what is pleasing in your sight, that our faith
in you may never waver and our love for one another may not falter; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING
1

2 John 1-6

The elder,

To the lady chosen by God and to her children, whom I love in the truth—and not I only, but also
all who know the truth— 2 because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever:
3
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be
with us in truth and love.
4

It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as the Father
commanded us. 5 And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had
from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. 6 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to
his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love.

[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing
psalms. We continue this custom in our service this morning]

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 1
Christian Worship

The congregation will sing the refrain. Soloist will sing the verses.
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Blessed is the man
who does not walk in the counsel of the `wicked*
or stand in the way of `sinners.
But his delight is in the law `of the LORD,*
and on his law he meditates `day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yield its fruit in `season*
and whose leaf does not wither.
Whatever he does `prospers.
Refrain
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the `judgment,*
nor sinners in the assembly of the `righteous,*
For the LORD watches over the way of the `righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will `perish
Glory be to the Father and `to the Son*
and to the Holy `Spirit,
as it was in the be`ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. `Amen.
Refrain
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SECOND READING

Genesis 4:1-16

Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said,
“With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man.” 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the
fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. 4 And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from
some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain
and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.
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Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is
right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.”
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Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.
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Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”

“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
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The Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the
ground. 11 Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its
crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.”
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Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 14 Today you are driving me from
the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and
whoever finds me will kill me.”
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But the Lord said to him, “Not so; anyone who kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven times over.”
Then the Lord put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 16 So Cain went out
from the Lord’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past
2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect
for the words of our King.]

M: The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 22.
C: Glory be to you, O Lord.
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GOSPEL

Matthew 22:34-46

34

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in
the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus
replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the
first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law
and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
41
While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42 “What do you think about the Messiah?
Whose son is he?” “The son of David,” they replied. 43 He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by
the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For he says,
44

“‘The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand
until I put your enemies
under your feet.”’

45

If then David calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” 46 No one could say a word in reply, and from that
day on no one dared to ask him any more questions.
M: The Gospel of the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

[The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.]
HYMN OF THE DAY
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SERMON

based on 2 John 1-6
Truth Lies Not in the Eye of the Beholder

CONFESSION OF FAITH
[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we
remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The Apostles
Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and use dates to
the early years of the Christian Church. The creed was originally chanted rather than spoken.]

Please stand
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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OFFERING
[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click
GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the
church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F
Lafayette, IN 47905]

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH
M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after
day.

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.
M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.
C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.
M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep
our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.
C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and
comfort all who are old and infirm.
M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and
schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we
may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.
C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace.
Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come
with your almighty power to help and restore.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take
all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use
them to your glory.
C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
HYMN
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CLOSING PRAYER
M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
BLESSING
[Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD commanded Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless his people so that he might put
his name on them. This blessing connects us to God’s people and his promises 3,500 years later.]

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve
the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ╬ give you peace.

Serving at Worship
Pastor: George Ferch—Carmel, IN
Pianist: Liz Schmidt
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bible Basics Class
Looking for a study that takes an honest look at the main teachings of Christianity in a nonjudgmental relaxed setting? Skeptical of Christianity, or organized religion? Have you been an
"every Sunday church goer" and want to take a refresher course on the teachings of the Bible?
Then Bible Basics is the class for you! Pastor Horn is happy to meet with you at church, a coffee
shop or virtually online to go through this class with you.
Contact him at loginlafayette@gmail.com to set up a time today!
Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or
Google Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and search
for Lamb of God Lutheran Church. Once connected, you can manage
your giving securely and conveniently using your iOS or Android phone.

Growing Together As A Family
Attention Parents! In light of current challenges related to classroom gathering, our church
is introducing a new approach to Sunday school. Lessons taught by experienced WELS teachers
will be available free via YouTube. The engaging and age appropriate Lesson Videos will tie to
printed Student Lessons that our church will provide to you at no cost. This new approach presents
an easy yet meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s faith in Christ. Printed Student Lessons for your child will be available for pick-up at church or we can mail them directly to your
home. May God bless your child as we together continue to share His love. We are also offering
in person social distanced, masked up classes on Sundays beginning at 9:15am.
Adult/Teen Bible Study every Sunday at 9:15am
New Bible study beginning Sunday, October 11th: Politics Is Driving Me Crazy! Red states.
Blue states. Partisanship. Name-calling. Gerrymandering. Seeing the faces and hearing the voices
of those who make our blood boil. And then, there are the unending cycle of elections and the rhetoric of social media posts that leave the average constituent frustrated and saying, “Enough already! Politics is driving me crazy!”
Politics Is Driving Me Crazy!, offers a note of calm and a return to sanity as we listen to God, who
rules over all things. This four-lesson Bible study will help students understand and appreciate the
separation of church and state and how we as Christians can best serve our fellow people. Class
participants will receive a FREE prayer book entitled: God Bless Our Native Land.
The four lessons are:
-A Tale of Two Kingdoms
-The Imperfect State
-The Separation of Church and State
-Our Messy Political World
Please plan to join us!
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Campus Ministry - Tuesday Tune Ups
Tuesday, October 27th at 8:30pm. 1893 E 600 N West Lafayette, IN 47906 Welcome
to Tuesday Tune-Ups for college students! Just as your bicycle needs a tune-up to stay running
smoothly to get you to class, your bodies, minds and souls need a tune-up to stay healthy. We'll
have food, build friendship and grow in God's Word. This week we'll continue our study of “Living in
God’s World as Men and Women.”
Prayer Requests
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2
Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; Hershel Fisher, father of Ramona Smith, who is
in his final days here on earth, that our gracious Father continues to hold him fast and bring him
home to heaven soon; prayers of Thanksgiving that our offer for the new church building was accepted; the upcoming election, that we would be respectful to those whose views are different from
ours; that our Lord would work peace in our nation through us as we share the gospel with one person at a time; for our congregation as we move toward closing on and moving into our new church
home in the coming months; that our online outreach efforts would reach more and more people
with the gospel; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Trump, Vice President
Pence, and the Coronavirus Task Force; that our Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Abbey, Cheryl
and Julie—the health care workers in our congregation as well as all of the doctors and nurses in
our country - that the Almighty Physician would guard and protect them from all disease and illness,
and grant them patience, compassion and love to all they serve; all those affected by the coronavirus; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ
as we support our neighbors in need.
*** Need to talk to someone in person? Pastor Horn is available to chat on the phone or
virtually. Contact him through his personal email at: revhorn2004@gmail.com***
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