October 18, 2020
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Today’s Theme:
God acts in his own way...according to his grace
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Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come
from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect
life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus
Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible,
God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a
curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you.
Please come back and worship with us again.
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website
www.lambofgodlafayette.com
Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube; Like us on Facebook.

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS
(www.wels.net) est.1850
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INVOCATION
[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Triune God and
the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms]

L: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

OPENING HYM
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COME, OH, COME, LET US WORSHIP
The congregation is invited to sing the refrain. The soloist will sing the verses.
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CONFESSION OF SINS
L: Dear friends, as we gather in God’s house to praise him today, we must admit our sinfulness
and unworthiness before him. Let us confess our sins to our holy God.
C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have
sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not loved you with
my whole heart. I have not loved others as I should. I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.
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ABSOLUTION
[The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the
sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23]

L: Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” His death paid for the
guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this?
C: Yes, I believe.
L: Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are a
dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
[The Prayer of the Day summarizes the theme of the day.]
C: Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil of body and soul.
Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated
THE WORD OF GOD
[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)]

FIRST READING

Jonah 4:5-11
The LORD is concerned about all people knowing him.
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Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter,
sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the Lord God provided a
leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and
Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which
chewed the plant so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and
the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better
for me to die than to live.” 9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?”
“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died
overnight. 11 And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more
than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also
many animals?”
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing
psalms. We continue this custom in our service this morning]
PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 27
Christian Worship

Hear my voice when I `call, O LORD;*
be merciful to me and `answer me.
Do not hide your `face from me,*
do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my `helper.
Do not reject me or for`sake me,*
O God my `Savior.
Refrain
Though my father and mother for`sake me,*
The LORD will re`ceive me.
I am still confi`dent of this:*
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the `living.

Wait `for the LORD;*
be strong and take heart and wait `for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and `to the Son*
and to the Holy `Spirit,
as it was in the be`ginning,*
is now and will be forever. `Amen.
Refrain
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SECOND READING

Romans 9:6b-16
God acts according to his grace and mercy.

For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 7 Nor because they are his descendants are
they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 8 In other words, it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the
children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 9 For this was how the promise
was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.”
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Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our father Isaac. 11 Yet,
before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: 12 not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the
younger.” 13 Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 14 What then shall we say? Is God
unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says to Moses,
“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,
and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”
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It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.

[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past
2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect
for the words of our King.]
L: The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 20.
C: Glory be to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL

Matthew 20:1-16
Jesus is generous with his grace.

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers
for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.
3
“About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So
they went. “He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same
thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked
them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’
7

“‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’
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“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay
them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’
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“The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. 10 So
when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also
received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner.
8
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‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to
us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 13 “But he answered one of
them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay
and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to
do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’
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“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ.
Please be seated

CHILDREN’S SERMON
Children are invited to sit in the front of the sanctuary to sit with Pastor Horn.
[The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.]
HYMN OF THE DAY
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SERMON

based on Matthew 20:1-16
Thank God that he is not fair.

Please Stand
CONFESSION OF FAITH—WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD
[The congregation sings the refrains and the interludes between the verses.
The soloist sings the verses.]
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OFFERING
[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click
GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the
church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F Lafayette, IN 47905]

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH
[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we
belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all
God's people on earth.]
•
•
•
•
•
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Ramona Smith’s Father
Mackenzie Schmidt
Mental Health
Outreach
The election

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

HYMN

12

PRAYER & BLESSING

L: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this
new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor
run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
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Serving at Serving at Worship
Pastor Paul Horn
Percussion: Henry and Calliope Horn
Pianist: Liz Schmidt
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bible Basics Class
Looking for a study that takes an honest look at the main teachings of Christianity in a nonjudgmental relaxed setting? Skeptical of Christianity, or organized religion? Have you been an
"every Sunday church goer" and want to take a refresher course on the teachings of the Bible?
Then Bible Basics is the class for you! Pastor Horn is happy to meet with you at church, a coffee
shop or virtually online to go through this class with you.

Contact him at loginlafayette@gmail.com to set up a time today!
Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or
Google Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and search
for Lamb of God Lutheran Church. Once connected, you can manage your giving securely and conveniently using your iOS or Android
phone.

Growing Together As A Family
Attention Parents! In light of current challenges related to classroom gathering, our church is introducing a new approach to Sunday school. Lessons taught by experienced WELS teachers will be
available free via YouTube. The engaging and age appropriate Lesson Videos will tie to printed Student Lessons that our church will provide to you at no cost. This new approach presents an easy yet
meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s faith in Christ. Printed Student Lessons for your
child will be available for pick-up at church or we can mail them directly to your home. May God
bless your child as we together continue to share His love. We are also offering in person social
distanced, masked up classes on Sundays beginning at 9:15am.
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Adult/Teen Bible Study every Sunday at 9:15am
New Bible study beginning Sunday, October 11th: Politics Is Driving Me Crazy! Red states.
Blue states. Partisanship. Name-calling. Gerrymandering. Seeing the faces and hearing the voices
of those who make our blood boil. And then, there are the unending cycle of elections and the rhetoric of social media posts that leave the average constituent frustrated and saying, “Enough already! Politics is driving me crazy!”
Politics Is Driving Me Crazy!, offers a note of calm and a return to sanity as we listen to God, who
rules over all things. This four-lesson Bible study will help students understand and appreciate the
separation of church and state and how we as Christians can best serve our fellow people. Class
participants will receive a FREE prayer book entitled: God Bless Our Native Land.
The four lessons are:
-A Tale of Two Kingdoms

-The Imperfect State
-The Separation of Church and State
-Our Messy Political World
Please plan to join us!

Campus Ministry - Tuesday Tune Ups
Tuesday, October 20th at 8:30pm. 1893 E 600 N West Lafayette, IN 47906 Welcome
to Tuesday Tune-Ups for college students! Just as your bicycle needs a tune-up to stay running
smoothly to get you to class, your bodies, minds and souls need a tune-up to stay healthy. We'll
have food, build friendship and grow in God's Word. This week we'll continue our study on the human race, social justice and how Jesus would respond to what's happening in our society today.
Mornings With Mommy
Join us this Thursday, October 22nd, as we celebrate “Fall Fun”. Please pass the word along to
family, friends and caregivers with small children who might enjoy this special time with their little
ones.
Prayer Requests
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2
Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments,
emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; Ramona Smith’s father, Herschel, who is in declining
health; Mackenzie Schmidt who has been hospitalized this past week; John Bredencamp, our
brother in Christ and a member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Carmel, who was severely injured
in a car accident this past week, that our great Physician would give him strength, comfort and perseverance as he faces a long road to recovery; Dave Graves’ niece, Auburn, and her husband
Paul, and Dave’s sister, Angela, who have all tested positive for COVID, that our Almighty and merciful Lord would heal them from their sickness; Carolyn Foust, friend of Joan Bonnett, who is
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suffering from physical ailments; for all those continuing to be affected by the wildfires in our western states; the upcoming election, that we would be respectful to those whose views are different
from ours; that our Lord would work peace in our nation through us as we share the gospel with one
person at a time; for our congregation as we move toward closing on and moving into our new
church home in the coming months; that our online outreach efforts would reach more and more
people with the gospel; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Trump, Vice
President Pence, and the Coronavirus Task Force; that our Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Abbey,
Cheryl and Julie—the health care workers in our congregation as well as all of the doctors and
nurses in our country - that the Almighty Physician would guard and protect them from all disease
and illness, and grant them patience, compassion and love to all they serve; all those affected by
the coronavirus; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and
will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of
Christ as we support our neighbors in need.
*** Need to talk to someone? Pastor Horn is available to chat on the phone or virtually.
Contact him through his personal email at: revhorn2004@gmail.com***
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