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October 18, 2020 

 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Todayôs Theme:  

 

God acts in his own way...according to his grace 

 



н  

Welcome, guests!  Godôs love welcomes youðno matter who you are or where you come 

fromð and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

Godôs authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com 

Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube; Like us on Facebook. 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    
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INVOCATION 

[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Triune God and 

the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms] 

 

L: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
C:  Amen. 
 

 

OPENING HYM 
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COME, OH, COME, LET US WORSHIP 

               The congregation is invited to sing the refrain. The soloist will sing the verses. 
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                                                         CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
L: Dear friends, as we gather in Godôs house to praise him today, we must admit our sinfulness 

and unworthiness before him. Let us confess our sins to our holy God. 

 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have  

     sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not loved you with  

     my whole heart. I have not loved others as I should. I am distressed by the sins that trou- 

     ble me and am deeply sorry for them. 
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                                               ABSOLUTION  

[The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the     

  sins of  penitent sinnersò (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

L: Jesus says to his people, ñIf you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.ò  His death paid for the 

guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this? 

 

C: Yes, I believe. 

 

L: Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are a 

dear child of God and an heir of eternal life. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

                                                          PRAYER OF THE DAY 

[The Prayer of the Day summarizes the theme of the day.] 

 

C:  Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil of body and soul.  

      Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through Jesus Christ,  

      your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

      forever.  Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated 

 

                                                             THE WORD OF GOD 

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)] 

 

      

FIRST READING                                                                   Jonah 4:5-11 

                                   The LORD is concerned about all people knowing him. 

 
     5 
Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, 

sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 
6 
Then the L  God provided a 

leafy plant
 
and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and 

Jonah was very happy about the plant. 
7 
But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which 

chewed the plant so that it withered. 
8 
When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and 

the sun blazed on Jonahôs head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, ñIt would be better 

for me to die than to live.ò 
9 
But God said to Jonah, ñIs it right for you to be angry about the plant?ò 

ñIt is,ò he said. ñAnd Iôm so angry I wish I were dead.ò 
10 
But the L  said, ñYou have been con-

cerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died 

overnight. 
11 
And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more 

than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their leftðand also 

many animals?ò 
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures by singing                 

   psalms. We continue this custom in our service this morning] 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                            Psalm 27

                         Christian Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

   

      Hear my voice when I `call, O LORD;* 

        be merciful to me and `answer me. 

 

  Do not hide your `face from me,* 

       do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my `helper. 

 

  Do not reject me or for`sake me,* 

       O God my `Savior. 

 

  Refrain 

 

  Though my father and mother for`sake me,* 

       The LORD will re`ceive me. 

 

  I am still confi`dent of this:* 

       I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the `living. 

 

  Wait `for the LORD;* 

       be strong and take heart and wait `for the LORD. 

 

  Glory be to the Father and `to the Son* 

       and to the Holy `Spirit, 

                      as it was in the be`ginning,* 

       is now and will be forever. `Amen. 

 

  Refrain 



у  

  

                                                                 

 

 

 

SECOND READING                                                                                                  Romans 9:6b-16 

                     God acts according to his grace and mercy. 

 

For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 
7 
Nor because they are his descendants are 

they all Abrahamôs children. On the contrary, ñIt is through Isaac that your offspring will be reck-

oned.ò
 8 
In other words, it is not the children by physical descent who are Godôs children, but it is the 

children of the promise who are regarded as Abrahamôs offspring. 
9 
For this was how the promise 

was stated: ñAt the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.ò 
10 
Not only that, but Rebekahôs children were conceived at the same time by our father Isaac. 

11 
Yet, 

before the twins were born or had done anything good or badðin order that Godôs purpose in elec-

tion might stand: 
12 
not by works but by him who callsðshe was told, ñThe older will serve the 

younger.ò
 13 
Just as it is written: ñJacob I loved, but Esau I hated.ò 

14 
What then shall we say? Is God 

unjust? Not at all! 
15 
For he says to Moses, 

 

                    ñI will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 

                              and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.ò 

 
16 
It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on Godôs mercy. 

 

 

  [It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past   

               2,000 years.  Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect  

                                                 for the words of our King.]  

                                                              

L: The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 20. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 

 

 GOSPEL                                                                                                                   Matthew 20:1-16 

                        Jesus is generous with his grace. 

 

     ñFor the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers 
for his vineyard. 

2 
He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 

3 
ñAbout nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing noth-
ing. 

4 
He told them, óYou also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.ô 

5 
So 

they went.  ñHe went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same 
thing. 

6 
About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked 

them, óWhy have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?ô 

7 
ñóBecause no one has hired us,ô they answered. 

ñHe said to them, óYou also go and work in my vineyard.ô 

8 
ñWhen evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, óCall the workers and pay 
them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.ô 

9 
ñThe workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. 

10 
So 

when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also 
received a denarius. 

11 
When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner.  
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12 
óThese who were hired last worked only one hour,ô they said, óand you have made them equal to 

us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.ô 
13 
ñBut he answered one of 

them, óI am not being unfair to you, friend. Didnôt you agree to work for a denarius? 
14 
Take your pay 

and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 
15 
Donôt I have the right to 

do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?ô 
16 
ñSo the last will be first, and the first will be last.ò 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated 

 

CHILDRENôS SERMON 

                  Children are invited to sit in the front of the sanctuary to sit with Pastor Horn. 

 

           [The Hymn of the Day is chosen because of its strong connection to the Gospel Reading.]   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
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SERMON                                  based on Matthew 20:1-16 

              

       Thank God that he is not fair. 

                      

 

Please Stand 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITHðWE PRAISE YOU, O GOD 

   [The congregation sings the refrains and the interludes between the verses.  

The soloist sings the verses.] 
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OFFERING 

 [If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click  

     GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the    

           churchð3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F  Lafayette, IN 47905] 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we  

 belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all 

God's people on earth.] 

¶ Ramona Smithôs Father 

¶ Mackenzie Schmidt 

¶ Mental Health 

¶ Outreach 

¶ The election 
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LORDôS PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on  

     earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive  

     those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the  

     kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


