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September 27, 2020 

 

Sermon Series: 

 

Why We Do What We Do In The Divine Service 

 

Today’s Theme: Part 12: Nunc Dimittis 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come 

from— and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website  

www.lambofgodlafayette.com 

Follow us on Instagram, Twitter and YouTube; Like us on Facebook. 

Lamb of God is a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod WELS 

(www.wels.net) est.1850    
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 DIVINE SERVICE I WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 
 

 
OPENING HYMN                                                                    
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      INVOCATION 

     [We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the  

                            Triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms]  

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          CONFESSION OF SIN 

 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name 

     of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C:  Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.    

      For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

      For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

      For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

      You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

      O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 
 

 

      ABSOLUTION  
 [The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the 

   sins of penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23] 

 

M:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in  

      Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I 

      forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit.    

 

C:  Amen. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

[Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest worship responses in the 

Christian church.] 

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.    

      For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to sus- 

      tain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost may be 

brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we many not lose the hope of 

     heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD                                        Sung to the tune of hymn 334 

                                                                                           Christian Worship 

 

        All glory be to God on high! 

        Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 

        We praise you for your peace and grace,  

        Your favor toward our fallen race 

 

        Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 

        For your great glory, heav’nly King,  

        For all, O Father, you have done  

        Through Jesus Christ, your only Son 

 

       O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

       You take all human sin away. 

       Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  

     From God’s right hand, your mercy share 

 

       You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;  

       The Father’s glory you made known.  

       We by your Spirit sing again: 

       “All glory be to God!” Amen.   
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      SALUTATION  

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you.    

 

                                             PRAYER OF THE DAY 

                         [The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.] 

C:  Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our human  

      nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and transform  

      us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns  

      with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.      

 

                                             

 

       THE WORD 

                         [Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word. (Luke 10:39)] 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                                             Isaiah 42:1-7 
                          The Lord, through his prophet Isaiah, promises that the coming Messiah will bring the  

                                                                 light of faith to those blind in unbelief.    

                                   

     “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, 

and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. 
3 
A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will 

bring forth justice;  
4
he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his 

teaching the islands will put their hope.” 
5
This is what God the Lord says—the Creator of the heav-

ens, who stretches them out, who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, who gives 

breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: 
6
“I, the Lord, have called you in righteous-

ness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people 

and a light for the Gentiles, 
7 
to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release 

from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 

      

 [As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from the Scriptures                    

                       by singing psalms. We continue this custom in our service this morning] 

 

 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                            PSALM 111 

                      Christian Worship 
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   Great are the works `of the LORD;* 

          they are pondered by all who `delight in them. 

 

   Glorious and majestic `are his deeds,* 

           and his righteousness endures for`ever. 

 

   He has caused his wonders to be re`membered;* 

          the LORD is gracious and com`passionate. 

 

   Refrain 

 

   The works of his hands are faith`ful and just;* 

           All his precepts are trust`worthy. 

 

   He provided redemption for his `people;* 

           he ordained his covenant for`ever. 

 

   The fear of the LORD is the beginning of `wisdom;* 

           all who follow his precepts have good under`standing. 

 

   Glory be to the Father and `to the Son* 

          and to the Holy `Spirit, 

   as it was in the be`ginning,* 

            is now, and will be forever. `Amen. 

    

   Refrain  
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SECOND READING                                                   Colossians 3:12-17 

                            Let the peace that Christ gives through his Word live in your hearts daily. 

     12 
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compas-

sion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
13 

Bear with each other and forgive one another 

if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
14 

And over all 

these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
15 

Let the peace of Christ 

rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 
16 

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with 

all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 

hearts. 
17 

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

 

   [It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past  

                  2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect  

                                                       for the words of our King.]  

Please stand 

 

M: The Gospel according to Luke chapter 2. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

GOSPEL                                Luke 2:21-35 

                Simeon, having seen and held the Christ child in his arms, is ready to die in peace. 

  
21 

On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name 

the angel had given him before he was conceived. 
22 

When the time came for the purification rites 

required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
23 

(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 
24 

and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two 

young pigeons.” 
25 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and de-

vout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 
26 

It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 
27 

Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus 

to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 
28 

Simeon took him in his arms and praised 

God, saying: 
    

   29 
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 

              you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 

   
30 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

   
31 

    which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 

   
32 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

                 and the glory of your people Israel.” 
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33 
The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 

34 
Then Simeon blessed 

them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in 

Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 
35 

so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 

revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul, too.” 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

 

              *The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and   

                                                  connection to the day's Gospel. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                           
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      NICENE CREED 

 [Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the 

fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal 

to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.] 

 

    We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

            maker of heaven and earth, 

            of all that is, seen and unseen. 

    We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

     begotten, not made, 

    of one being with the Father. 

       Through him all things were made. 

 

       For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

       For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

       He suffered death and was buried. 

       On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

       He ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

       He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  

   glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

          We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

     We look for the resurrection of the dead  

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F  Lafayette, IN 47905] 
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PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on  

     earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those  

     who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

     the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 

  THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give  

     you thanks, O Lord, who came as the Light of the world so that the world  

     may have light and life through him. Therefore with all the saints on earth  

     and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                            Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9 

Sanctus                           Sung to the tune of CW 419 

 

                   1.   O holy, holy, holy    2. Hosanna in the highest! 

               Lord God of pow’r and might.          How truly blest is he 

        Your glory, earth and heaven       When in God’s name is coming 

               In countless ways recite.              To set his people free! 

        Hosanna! Come and save us,         He comes to bring salvation 

               Lord God of hosts on high                 And with his blood outpoured, 

         And in your grace and mercy           Deliver us from bondage- 

                Receive our fervent cry.          Hosanna, mighty Lord! 
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      WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

     Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is  

     my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  

     whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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      DISTRIBUTION* 

*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with 

one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 

                        The children are invited to come to the front and sit with Pastor Horn. 

 

SERMON 

 

 

     

SONG OF SIMEON  (Nunc Dimittis)                                                  Sung to the tune of CW 368 

 

        O Lord, now let your servant                       

                     Depart in peace, assured:      

              For I have seen your promised              

                      incarnate, saving Word-      

              A Light that will enlighten              

                    All gloom where Gentiles dwell;        

              The brilliant, crowning glory              

                     Of those in Israel! 

 

PRAYER 

 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to  

     eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope,  

     and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when  

     you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with  

     you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING  

Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD commanded Aaron, Moses’ brother, to bless his people so that he 

might put his name on them. This blessing connects us to God’s people and his promises 3,500 

years later.] 

 

M:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:    Amen.   
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Serving at Worship  

Pastor Paul Horn 

Pianists: Becky Horn and Heather Vanatta  

Instrumentalists: Calliope and Paul Horn, Amanda and Jenna Schoonmaker, Nic Smith 

Soloist: Bethany Price 
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           ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Bible Basics Class 

Looking for a study that takes an honest look at the main teachings of Christianity in a non-

judgmental relaxed setting?  Skeptical of Christianity, or organized religion?  Have you been an 

"every Sunday church goer" and want to take a refresher course on the teachings of the Bible? 

Then Bible Basics is the class for you! Pastor Horn is happy to meet with you at church, a coffee 

shop or virtually online to go through this class with you. Contact him at loginlafayette@gmail.com 

to set up a time today!  

 

Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app store or 

Google Play. Download The Church Center mobile app and 

search for Lamb of God Lutheran Church. Once connected, you 

can manage your giving securely and conveniently using your iOS 

or Android phone. 

 

 

 

Growing Together As A Family 

Attention Parents! In light of current challenges related to classroom gathering, our church 

is introducing a new approach to Sunday school. Lessons taught by experienced WELS teachers 

will be available free via YouTube. The engaging and age appropriate Lesson Videos will tie to 

printed Student Lessons that our church will provide to you at no cost. This new approach presents 

an easy yet meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s faith in Christ.  Printed Student Les-

sons for your child will be available for pick-up at church or we can mail them directly to your 

home. May God bless your child as we together continue to share His love. We will also offer in per-

son social distanced, masked up classes on Sundays beginning at 9:15am.  
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Adult/Teen Bible Study every Sunday at 9:15am  

Praying through the Psalms.  When you read the Psalms you will find every emotional response 

that human beings experience: anger and frustration, confusion, happiness and joy, thanksgiving, 

depression and despair, even yelling at God himself.  When we read the Psalms devotionally God 

the Holy Spirit points us back to that same God who is our Savior and comforts us in our valleys of 

darkness and rejoices in our mountain top experiences.    

 
Campus Ministry - Tuesday Tune Ups  

Tuesday, September 29th at 8:30pm. 1893 E 600 N West Lafayette, IN 47906  Tune up for our 

bodies, minds and souls - Snacks, Bible Study and update on this week's happenings at Purdue/Ivy 

Tech and our community.   

 

Outdoor Anniversary Service 

Join us NEXT Sunday, October 4th, when we will hold an outdoor service at Prophetstown 

State Park in honor of our 8th anniversary as a congregation. Bring your own picnic lunch 

for our meal to follow; grill will be provided. Invite friends, neighbors and relatives to celebrate with 

us. There will be plenty of room for social distancing. We will be at the Blazing Star shelter. Park 

entrance fee is 8.00 per carload.  

 

Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ail-

ments, emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for Carolyn Foust, friend of Joan Bonnett, who is 

suffering from physical ailments; for Derron, son of Crystal and Mario Amos who suffered a broken 

leg this past week; prayers of thanksgiving with the Kennedy family as Andy, Maryn, Marissa and 

Maura were brought into God’s family through Holy Baptism last Sunday, for all those affected by 

the forest fires in the west and the tropical storms in the south; for our congregation as we move 

toward closing on and moving into our new church home in the coming months; that our online out-

reach efforts would continue to reach more and more people with the gospel; that the Lord grant 

wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Trump, Vice President Pence and the Center for Disease 

Control; that the Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Abbey, Cheryl and Julie—the healthcare workers 

in our congregation as well as all the doctors and nurses in our country—that the Almighty Physi-

cian would guard and protect them from all disease and illness, and grant them patience, compas- 

sion and love to all they serve; all those affected by the coronavirus; for the current state of our 

world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; 

that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in 

need.  
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