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July 19, 2020 

 

Sermon Series:  

 

The Divine Service: Why We Do What We Do In The Divine Service 

 

Today’s theme: Part 2: Confession and Absolution 
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Welcome, guests!  God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come 

from— and so do we.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect 

life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus 

Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, 

God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a 

curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you. 

Please come back and worship with us again.  

Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by chil-

dren of any age to keep notes during the service. 

 

If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com  

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 

OPENING HYMN 
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               INVOCATION 

 [We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Triune 
                          God and the sign of the cross, remind worshipers of their baptisms.] 
 
M: The grace of our Lord ╬ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
      with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
CHILDRENS’ SERMON 

 

           The Children are invited to the front to sit with Pastor Horn 

 

SERMON 

                                                
                  
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.  
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
for my sins and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sin-
ner. 

 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given us his only Son 
      to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ  
      by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
      Son ╬ and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 
M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our 
     prayer, O Lord. 
 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 
     stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
 
C: Christ, have mercy 
 
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship 
     and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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C: Lord, have mercy 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender 

     care:  

 

C: Amen 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

O LORD, OUR LORD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace.  

 

C:  Come to us also by your Word and sacrament. Forgive our sins when we confess them. 

Help us to be loving enough to listen and forgive those who confess their sins to us, so that 

they might receive your peace; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

               THE WORD                                                                                                     

         [Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]  

 

FIRST READING                              2 Samuel 12:1-13 

        The prophet Nathan leads King David to confess his sin and then absolves his sin.  

 The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain 
town, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 3 
but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up 
with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was 
like a daughter to him. 

4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep 
or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that 
belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.” 

5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the 
man who did this must die! 6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing 
and had no pity.” 
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[As they worshiped, Old Testament believers responded to readings from  

the Scriptures by singing psalms. We continue this custom in the divine service.] 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY            Psalm 32 

                                Christian Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Refrain 

 

   Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven,* 

         whose sins are covered. 

 

   When I kept silent, your hand was heavy upon me;* 

         my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. 
 

7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I 

anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave your master’s 

house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this 

had been too little, I would have given you even more. 9 Why did you despise the word of the 

LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took 

his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the 

sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite to be your own.’ 

 

11 “This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity on you. Be-

fore your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will 

sleep with your wives in broad daylight. 12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad day-

light before all Israel.’” 

 

13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” 

 

Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.” 
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   Then I acknowledged my sin to you* 

        and did not cover up my iniquity. 

 

   I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”,* 

        And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 

 

   Refrain 
 

          You are my hiding place;* 

        you will protect me from `trouble. 

 

   Many are the ways of the wicked,* 

        but the LORD’S unfailing love surrounds 

        those who trust in him. 

 

   Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

        and to the Holy Spirit, 

   as it was in the beginning,* 

        Is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

   Refrain 

 

 

SECOND READING                                           1 John 1:1-2:2           

                          Whenever we confess our sins, God is faithful and will forgive our sins. 

 

     That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of 

life. 
2 
The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, 

which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 
3 
We proclaim to you what we have seen and 

heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with 

his Son, Jesus Christ. 
4 
We write this to make our

  
joy complete. 

 
5 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 

darkness at all. 
6 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do 

not live out the truth. 
7 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all
 
sin. 

8 
If we claim to be without sin, we 

deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
9 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
10 

If we claim we have not sinned, we 

make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.  

2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
2 
He is the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 
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                 [It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the  

                      gospel for the past 2,000 years.  Just as subjects rise when a king 

                           speaks, we rise out of respect for the words of our King.]  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

M: The Gospel according to John chapter 20. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

THE GOSPEL                                                                                                               John 20:19-23 

                Jesus gives his Church the ability to proclaim:  

      “Your sins are forgiven!” or “Your sins are not forgiven!” 

 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors 
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when 
they saw the Lord.  21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 
forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  

M: The Gospel of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         When Sinners See Their Lost Condition 

                                 Christian Worship 32, st. 1-4 
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                  CONFESSION OF FAITH 

 

Martin Luther’s Catechism: Confession 

 

                                                          First: What is Confession? 

 

Confession has two parts. The one is that we confess our sins; the other, that we receive ab-

solution or forgiveness from the pastor* as from God himself, not doubting but firmly believ-

ing that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven. 

 

                                                Second: What sins should we confess? 

 

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do in 

the Lord's Prayer. But before the pastor we should confess only those sins which we know 

and feel in our hearts. 

       Third: How can we recognize these sins? 

 

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments. Are you a father, mother, 

son, daughter, employer or employee? Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have 

you hurt anyone by word or deed? Have you been dishonest, careless, wasteful, or done oth-

er wrong? 

                             Fourth: How will the pastor assure a penitent sinner of forgiveness? 

 

He will say, "By the authority of Christ, I forgive you your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen." 

*The German term is best translated as "confessor," that is, the person who hears the confession. 

 

OFFERING 

[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click 

GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the 

church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F  Lafayette, IN 47905] 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since 

we belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and 

struggles of all God's people on earth.]   
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       THE SACRAMENT  

  [Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the 

  forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his 

     redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we 

                                                  proclaim his death until he returns.] 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

     spiritual blessing.  He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us 

     when we are weak.  Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God  

     and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and  

     thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever! 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 
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         WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

     he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 

     you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

    Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is  

    my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,  

    whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 
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      DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN             
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              THANKSGIVING 

 

THANK THE LORD  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         PRAYER 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you 

     in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming  

     again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness  

     may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns  

     with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

                                                          BLESSING  

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, 
                “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 
 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
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                                      ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple app 

store or Google Play. 

Download The Church Center mobile app and search for 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church. 

Once connected, you can manage your giving securely and 

conveniently using your iOS or Android phone. 

Serving at Worship 

Pastor: Paul Horn 

Pianist: Liz Schmidt 
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Bible Basics Class 

Looking for a study that takes an honest look at the main teachings of Christianity in a non-

judgmental relaxed setting?  Skeptical of Christianity, or organized religion?  Have you been an 

"every Sunday church goer" and want to take a refresher course on the teachings of the Bible? 

Then Bible Basics is the class for you! Pastor Horn is currently recording a class that he normally 

teaches in person and posting them on our YouTube channel.  The first seven lessons are already 

posted on our website. Why not start today!  Follow this link: https://lambofgodlafayette.com/

ministry/bible-basics/    

https://lambofgodlafayette.com/ministry/bible-basics/
https://lambofgodlafayette.com/ministry/bible-basics/
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Prayer Requests 

"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 

- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 

holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2 

Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments, 

emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; for all those in our congregation who will be traveling on 

summer vacations; that our online outreach efforts would reach more and more people with the 

gospel; for peace in our nation; that we are moved by our Savior’s love to love our neighbors un-

conditionally; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President Trump, and the Corona-

virus Task Force; that our Almighty Creator protect Jenna, Abbey, Cheryl and Julie—the health 

care workers in our congregation, as well as the doctors and nurses in our country, that the Al-

mighty Physician would guard and protect them from all disease and illness, and grant them pa-

tience, compassion and love to all they serve; all those affected by the coronavirus; for the current 

state of our world, that we remember our God is still in charge and will sustain us and give us what 

we need; that our Lord would give us the means to show the love of Christ as we support our 

neighbors in need.  

*** Need to talk to someone? Pastor Horn is available to chat on the phone or virtually.  

            Contact him through his personal email at:  revhorn2004@gmail.com*** 

      

 

 


