
Lesson 6 

1 PETER: HOPE IN AN UNCERTAIN WORLD 

"Encouragement for Individual Christians"  (4:1-19) 

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS (4:1-6) 

Introduction: How to deal with suffering article.  
  -      accept our suffering, rather than run away from it 

- suffering gives us depth, it’s through suffering that we expand our consciousness; without 
suffering, happiness would be meaningless 

- someone who’s constantly suffering without any happiness will also lose their hope  
- We need to allow the highs and lows in life to truly evolve our consciousness  

Good advice?  What question doesn’t this answer?  What’s missing?  

4:1  What is the “therefore” there for?  (3:18-22)  

4:1-2  Why did Christ suffer?   
   a)  

   b)  

“He who has suffered in his body is done with sin.”  Does that mean that our personal suffering 
and persecution brings forgiveness of sin?    

    

4:3-5  Why should Christians expect abuse and ridicule for living a Christian life?  

Why do people, whose lives are enmeshed in sin, want others to join them?   
    

  How will God judge the living and the dead?  

4:6  Why do we preach the gospel?  (What does God want the end result to be?)  

  “…judged according to men.”   
   

https://hackspirit.com/zen-master-says-havent-experienced-suffering-youre-boring-person/


LIVING WITH A NEW ATTITUDE    4:7-11  

4:7-11 The impending return of Jesus Christ to judge the living and dead changes the way we Christians 
think and live.  

  - with mental clarity  

- with self-control  

- with love  

- with hospitality  

- with ministry   
    

Is ministry what happens on Sunday mornings, or when pastor goes on visits or teaches class?  
What is the implication of the answer to that question?   

  Who alone provides us with the will to have these attitudes?   

  What does “Amen” mean?   

SUFFERING AS CHRISTIANS  4:12-19 
   
4:12-13 Joy in suffering?  (Romans 5:3-5)      

  What was Peter’s initial reaction to suffering?  (Matthew 16:21-23)   
   

Agree or Disagree: More Christians have been died in the 20th century simply for being 
Christians than in the past 19 centuries combined.   

4:14-19 How could Peter say such paradoxical statements as: “you are blessed if you are insulted because 
of the name of Christ” and “if you suffer as a Christian, praise God” ?  

   
  Why does Peter quote Proverbs 11:31?   (Romans 12:17-19)   

  What does Peter mean by “commit themselves to their faithful Creator”?   

  What did Peter’s friend, John, see in a vision of Jesus, concerning persecution?   
Revelation 2:8-11 


