April 19, 2020
Second Sunday of the Easter Season
Easter Season Sermon Series: Victorious!
Today’s theme: Victory over skepticism
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Welcome, guests! God’s love welcomes you—no matter who you are or where you come
from— and so do we. We believe that Jesus Christ is the true Savior of all people. By his perfect
life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection he saves all sinners even without our help. Jesus
Christ makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible,
God’s authentic message of grace and guidance for us. Whether you are a first time guest or a
curious observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share our worship with you.
Please come back and worship with us again.
Children’s “My Worship Notes” are included in another document. They can be used by children of any age to keep notes during the service.
If you would like to know more about Lamb of God, visit our website www.lambofgodlafayette.com
Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and YouTube
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INVOCATION
[We invoke, that is, call upon the name of the Triune God to be with us this morning. The name of the Triune God and
the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms]

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

OPENING VERSES
M: Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
M: Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll,
C: that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever!
M: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.
C: And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God;
M: I myself will see him with my own eyes - I and not another.
C: How my heart yearns within me! (Job 19:23-27)

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what
is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me,
a sinner.
ABSOLUTION
[The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the sins of
penitent sinners” (The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?). See John 20:21-23]

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
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SONG OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
[The Prayer of the Day compliments the theme of the day.]
M: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace.
C: Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting
assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

THE WORD

[Like Mary, we sit at the feet of Jesus to hear his Word (Luke 10:39).]
READING

1 Peter 1:3-9

In spite of what we see and feel, Jesus gives us every reason to hope in him: he rose from the dead.
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have
had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your
faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise,
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and
glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Please stand
[It has been a tradition in the Christian church to stand for the reading of the gospel for the past
2,000 years. Just as subjects rise when a king speaks, we rise out of respect
for the words of our King.]

M: The Gospel according to John chapter 20.
C: Glory be to you, O Lord!
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GOSPEL

John 20:19-31
Jesus removes all skepticism by proving to his disciples he physically rose from the dead.
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On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when
they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 24 Now Thomas
(also known as Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks
in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side.
Stop doubting and believe.” 28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Then Jesus told him,
“Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.” 30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
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O Sons and Daughters of the King
Christian Worship 165 st. 1, 4-8
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Sermon

based on John 20:19-31

Victorious over skepticism

CONFESSION OF FAITH
[The word creed comes from the Latin credo, which means "I believe". In confessing this ancient creed, we
remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the Apostles. The Apostles Creed is so named because it is a brief statement of the gospel truths they taught. Its writing and use
dates to the early years of the Christian Church.]

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING
[If you wish to give an offering you may do so on our website, lambofgodlafayette.com and click
GIVE in the upper right corner or text any dollar amount to 84321 to give or mail a check to the
church—3993 St. Rd. 38 East Suite F
Lafayette, IN 47905]
PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH
[The Prayer for the Church includes prayers for our brothers and sisters in our congregation. Since we
belong to something bigger than ourselves, the Christian Church, we pray for the needs and struggles of all
God's people on earth.]
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M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.
C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue the lost.
C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph.
M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant us
confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people
standing before your throne and singing the song of victory:

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory and
praise.
M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those
around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our
treasures.
C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.
M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we come
before you and say:
C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word,
we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

BLESSING
(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said,
“So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].)
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: Amen.

Serving at Worship

Pastor: Paul Horn
Instrumentalists: Becky, Calliope, Ethan, Henry, Jason and Sophia Horn
Pianist: Liz Schmidt
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bible Basics Class
Looking for a study that takes an honest look at the main teachings of Christianity in a nonjudgmental relaxed setting? Skeptical of Christianity, or organized religion? Have you been an
"every Sunday church goer" and want to take a refresher course on the teachings of the Bible?
Then Bible Basics is the class for you! Pastor Horn is currently recording a class that he normally
teaches in person and posting them on our YouTube channel. The first seven lessons are already
posted on our website. Why not start today! Follow this link: https://lambofgodlafayette.com/
ministry/bible-basics/
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Download our new Lamb of God app on the Apple
app store or Google Play.
Download The Church Center mobile app and search
for Lamb of God Lutheran Church.
Once connected, you can manage your giving securely
and conveniently using your iOS or Android phone.

Prayer Requests
"I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness." 1 Timothy 2:1-2
Keep in your prayers this week: All those in our midst who may be dealing with physical ailments,
emotional hurts or the loss of a loved one; Kyle and Kelly Plath, as they are expecting their third
child in May, that our gracious Savior keep both mother and child safe throughout the pregnancy;
all those affected by the tornadoes this past week; that our online outreach efforts would reach
more and more people with the gospel; that the Lord grant wisdom to Governor Holcomb, President
Trump, Vice President Pence, and the Coronavirus Task Force; that our Almighty Creator protect
Jenna, Abbey, Cheryl and Julie—the health care workers in our congregation as well as all of the
doctors and nurses in our country - that the Almighty Physician would guard and protect them from
all disease and illness, and grant them patience, compassion and love to all they serve; all those
affected by the coronavirus; for the current state of our world, that we remember our God is still in
charge and will sustain us and give us what we need; that our Lord would give us the means to
show the love of Christ as we support our neighbors in need.
*** Need to talk to someone? Pastor Horn is available to chat on the phone or virtually. Contact him through his personal email at: revhorn2004@gmail.com***
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